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Fifth Sunday of Easter - May 2nd, 2021
The Prelude

The Call to Worship
As we gather, may our ears be opened to receive holy dialogue. As we pause from our busy 
lives, may our words be inspired in holy dialogue. As we seek God’s wisdom, may God 
interweave our presence and words to create holy dialogue. In this time of worship, let us 
engage in holy dialogue, as children of God seeking to learn, seeking to teach, seeking to 
be one.

Opening prayer 
Creator God, water is a symbol of life. All of creation needs water in order to live. 
Jesus came to be living water for all people. We are called to offer a cup of cold water 
in your name as a way of welcoming others and as a reminder to us that all of your 
people are worthy of our love and welcome just as they are worthy of yours. Help us 
to share your love we pray in the name of the living water. Amen,

The Gathering Song:  “For the Beauty of the Earth” See p.4   (# 28 NCH)

The Scripture Reading: Acts 8:26-40

The Sermon: Being the Church

Baptismal Hymn: “I Was There to Hear Your Borning Cry” See p.5 (#2051 TFWS)

THE SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM

INVITATION

WELCOME
PASTOR: They were bringing children to Jesus that Jesus might touch them; and the 
disciples rebuked them. But when Jesus saw it, Jesus was indignant, and said to them,

PEOPLE:  “Let the children come to me, do not hinder them; for to such belongs the 
realm of God. Truly, I say to you, whoever does not receive the realm of God like a 
child shall not enter it.”

PASTOR:  And Jesus took them in his arms and blessed them, laying his hands upon them.

ADDRESS

PASTOR:  The sacrament of baptism is an outward and visible sign. . . full Christian faith 
and discipleship.
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PEOPLE:  This is the water of baptism. Out of this water we rise with new life, 
forgiven of sin and one in Christ, members of Christ’s body.

QUESTIONS OF THE PARENTS AND GODPARENTS

CONGREGATIONAL ASSENT

Pastor: Jesus Christ calls us to make disciples of all nations and to offer them the gift of 
grace in baptism. Do you, who witness and celebrate this sacrament, promise your love, 
support, and care to the ones about to be baptized, as they live and grow in Christ?

People: We receive this child as a new person in Christ. We offer our understanding 
and support as she explores life. We enfold this child in our love, seeking together to 
grow in wisdom and stature and in favor with God and all people. We join with these 
parents in telling the gospel in our midst so that this child may live with us for Christ, 
showing forth Christs love for all people.

PRAYER OF BAPTISM

ACT OF BAPTISM

NAMING OF A CHILD

ACT OF PRAISE 

GLORIA

PRAYER FOR THE BAPTIZED

SPECIAL MUSIC 

The Time for Prayer (followed by Our Lord’s Prayer)

Pastoral Prayer

Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done 
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our sins, as we 
forgive those who sin against us. And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

Sung Response:
Hal-le, hal-le, hal-le-lu-ja. Hal-le, hal-le, hal-le-lu-ja. 



2 

Hal-le, hal-le, hal-le-lu-ja. Hal-le-lu-ja, hal-le-lu-ja.

The Recognition of Tithes and Offerings (followed by the Doxology) 

Doxology
Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 
Praise God all creatures here below;
Alleluia! Alleluia! 
Praise God above you heavenly host;
Creator, Christ, and Holy Ghost;
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!

The Prayer of Dedication (in unison)
Generous Giver of Life, we bring before you now the fruits of our lives. In celebration 
and thankfulness for all we are given, we now give back to further your kin-dom. May 
they nourish and strengthen our community and be used to grow bigger gardens to 
feed your children yet to come. You are the vine, and we are the branches. Connected 
in love, may we share all that we have, in your holy name. Amen.

The Parting Song:   “Child of Blessing, Child of Promise”   See p.6  (# 325 NCH)

The Benediction

Liturgist: Nikki Burd
Organist: Diane Olson
Pastor: Rev. Rebecca A. Johnston  

Today we welcome into our midst Finlei Marie Willie. Finlei was born on February 28, 2021, 
in Waukesha, WI. She is the daughter of Brittany and Ryan Willie. Her grandparents are 
Coleen & Gary Grant and Kathy & Joe Willie. Godparents for Finlei are Jenna Willie and 
Sheldon Grant.
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