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Fourth Sunday of Easter - April 18, 2021 

The Prelude

The Call to Worship
One: In this time of worship and throughout our lives, we call on God. In moments when 

we search for the power to act justly,  
All: let us do so in the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth.  
One: In situations when our lips long for powerful words to speak,  
All: let us do so in the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth.  
One: At times when we feel lost and need to find the power to follow,  
All: let us do so in the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth.  
One: When it is easier to hate, and we desperately need the power to love,  
All: let us do so in the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth.  
One: God offers salvation, transformation, solace, and refuge. In it, we obtain the power to 

act, the power to speak, the power to follow, and the power to love.  
All: In all we do and all we say, let us do so in the name of Jesus Christ of 

Nazareth.  

Opening prayer  
Loving and living God, we gather together today, guided by you, our Shepherd. You 
protect and care for us; you lead us as we journey through life. During this time of 
worship, we ask that our ears are open to hear your word, our eyes are open to see 
your light, our hearts are open to feel your love. As your sheep, we know love, and 
we have heard the commandment to love one another. May our worship be a 
testament to your love and our dedication to love one another. Amen. 

The Gathering Song: “Savior Like a Shepherd Lead Us”   See p.3   (# 252 NCH) 

The Scripture Reading: 1 John 3:16-24 

The Sermon: Love One Another 

Special Music: “Lord of the Dance” 

The Time for Prayer (followed by Our Lord’s Prayer)

Pastoral Prayer
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Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done 
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our sins, as we 
forgive those who sin against us. And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 

Sung Response:
Hal-le, hal-le, hal-le-lu-ja. Hal-le, hal-le, hal-le-lu-ja. 
Hal-le, hal-le, hal-le-lu-ja. Hal-le-lu-ja, hal-le-lu-ja.

The Recognition of Tithes and Offerings (followed by the Doxology)  

Doxology
Praise God from whom all blessings flow;  
Praise God all creatures here below; 
Alleluia! Alleluia! 
Praise God above you heavenly host; 
Creator, Christ, and Holy Ghost; 
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 

The Prayer of Dedication (in unison)
To the one who has commanded us to love one another, we give thanks for the love 
we have received. Prayers, gifts, words of encouragement, forgiveness, and grace. In 
recognition of all we are given let us now commit to doing love. Sharing, caring and 
sacrificing, being patient, generous, selfless, risking judgment, loss, disappointment. 
Let us offer all the love we have in all the ways we can until our doing becomes our 
being. Let us do love, let us be love, in the name of the one who is love. Amen.  

The Parting Song:   “Christ is Made the Sure Foundation”  See p. 4  (# 400 NCH) 

The Benediction

Liturgist: Carolyn Schoneck 
Organist: Diane Olson 
Pastor: Rev. Rebecca A. Johnston  
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