
2 

Third Sunday of Easter - April 18, 2021 

The Prelude

The Call to Worship
One: Christ is Risen and greets us with peace. 
All: The peace of Christ is among us, indeed. 
One: We are witnesses of God’s glory and steadfast love. 
All:  The transforming love of Christ is among us, indeed! 
One: Come, let us worship. 

Invocation: (Unison)  
God of love and light,  
we come as witnesses of your glory and faithfulness, 
amazed to discover your transformative love. 
God, we desire for you to abide within us, 
and for your grace to be revealed anew daily. 
Be with us 
and awaken within us the call to love one another, 
in the way it was made real through Jesus the Christ. Amen. 

The Gathering Song: “Come, You Faithful, Raise the Strain”     See p. 3 (NO. 230 NCH) 

The Scripture Reading: Luke 24:36b-48 

The Sermon: Growing Our Faith 

Special Music: “We Are Called” 

The Time for Prayer (followed by Our Lord’s Prayer)

Pastoral Prayer

Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done 
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our sins, as we 
forgive those who sin against us. And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 
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Sung Response:
Hal-le, hal-le, hal-le-lu-ja. Hal-le, hal-le, hal-le-lu-ja. 
Hal-le, hal-le, hal-le-lu-ja. Hal-le-lu-ja, hal-le-lu-ja.

The Recognition of Tithes and Offerings (followed by the Doxology)  

Doxology
Praise God from whom all blessings flow;  
Praise God all creatures here below; 
Alleluia! Alleluia! 
Praise God above you heavenly host; 
Creator, Christ, and Holy Ghost; 
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 

The Prayer of Dedication (in unison)
God of abundant love, 
We offer a portion of our time, spiritual gifts, and resources 
as a sign of our love for you and the world. 
O God, we give you our thanks for all that we have 
and ask a special blessing on these offerings. 
And God, we ask that our collective offering 
be an expression of healing, that brings hope to a hurting world. 
In the name of Jesus Christ, we pray. Amen. 

The Parting Song:   “The Strife is O’er”    See p. 4 (No. 242 NCH) 

The Benediction 

The Postlude

Liturgist: Lori Benstead 
Organist: Diane Olson 
Pastor: Rev. Rebecca A. Johnston  
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