
Maundy Thursday, April 1, 2021 

Prelude: “My Jesus I Love Thee” – The Handbells 

CALL TO WORSHIP 
One: Jesus said: I give you a new commandment, that you love one another.  
All: Just as he loved us, we also should love one another.  
One: Tonight, 
All: Jesus gave himself over to those who would persecute him. 
One: Tonight,  
All: Jesus gathered with his friends in an upper room.  
One: Tonight,  
All: Jesus took a towel and washed his friends’ feet, giving us an example of love in action.  
One: Tonight, we gather to remember and practice the new commandment, to love one another. 

For as often as you eat this bread and drink the cup, you proclaim Christ’s death until he comes.  

PRAYER OF CONFESSION
One: Examine us, O God, and know our heart; test and judge our thoughts.  
All: Find any deceit in us and guide us in the way of life.  

WORDS OF AFFIRMATION
Be assured that neither death nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present, nor things to come, nor 
powers, nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love 
of God, in Christ Jesus, our Saviour and our friend. 

Choir: “It Was a Sad and Solemn Night” 

Meditation: “The Lord is My Shepherd” 

Special Music: “In Remembrance of Me” - Choir 

THE CELEBRATION OF THE LAST SUPPER 

Abba God, Parent of us all,  
on this sacred and Holy Night,  
we give thanks for your greatness,  
experienced in…  
 the beauty of creation

We give thanks for our friend Jesus, who is…  
 The sharing of this meal

We give thanks for our constant guide, the Holy Spirit, who has…  
Guided us and led us throughout life’s journey 

On this commemoration of Jesus’ last meal with his disciples, we pause to remember, our brother, the 
Prince of Peace. We remember the life he lived…  

Teaching, preaching and healing



We remember the teachings and stories he shared…  
 Stories of lost sheep, coins and children,  fig trees and mustard seeds

We remember the people he loved…  
Peter, James, John, Mary, Martha, Lazarus and especially the children.

On this night, we did not yet know that Christ would come again. On this night, all we knew for sure was 
that Jesus would leave us.  

When he took the bread, blessed and broke it, we did not know that his body would also be broken.  

When he took the cup, blessed and poured it, we did not know that his blood would also spill.  

We know that Jesus is our friend.  
We know that Jesus has saved each of our lives in unique and intimate ways.  
We know that to honour our friend we must try to honour each other,  
offering love, hospitality and kindness, while seeking peace, mercy and justice.  

And so we break the bread, to remember him, and the wholeness he found while broken.  
Bread is broken.  

And we pour the cup, to remember him, and the abundance he shared while living in scarcity.  
Wine is poured.  

Guiding Spirit, pour your love onto these gifts, so that they may become to us, a living remembering, of 
our friend and Saviour, Jesus, the Christ. Amen.  

Friends, of Jesus, this is the bread of life.  
All: Thanks be to God.

One: This is the cup of blessing.  
All: Thanks be to God.  

One: These are Christ’s gifts to us.  
All: May we eat and drink in memory of him. 

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 
Abba God,  
we thank you for Jesus,  
who on the night he was betrayed,  
chose to share love and friendship with his disciples.  
May we follow Christ’s example and do the same 
in our daily living. Amen. 

The events of this night will continue to unfold. Betrayals, denials and fear will coarse through the fabric 
of our very being and in the end Jesus will be led away, alone. 

“Lamb of God” - Choir 


