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Third Sunday of Lent  -  March 7, 2021 

The Prelude 

The Call to Worship 

One: Our lips sing praise and our whole selves rejoice 
in the God who makes us free. 

All: We gather, recognizing that not all human beings 
have known this freedom. 

One: The divine will was made known in Eden and in Egypt; 
in Gettysburg and in Cape Town. 

All: Born in freedom, redeemed from slavery, 
our destiny in Christ is liberty. 

The Prayer of Invocation
O God, we come to you, not for what we can gain, but to honor you. Alert us to 
your presence and make yourself known to us in ways we cannot mistake. In 
Jesus’ name. Amen. 

The Gathering Song: “I Need You Every Hour” NO. 5617 nch 

The Scripture Reading: John 2:13-22 

The Sermon:

The Time for Prayer (followed by Our Lord’s Prayer) 
Prayer of Confession

Merciful God, the earth is telling of the sinfulness of our ways:  
Our laws are imperfect;  
our decrees are doubtful;  
our percepts are subjective;  
our commandments are unclear;  



2 

our ordinances are misguided.  
Although our intentions are pure,  
we are often more foolish than we are wise,  
more harmful than we are helpful.  
Help us to pay attention to the moans of creation, and motivate us to change 
our ways so that we may live faithfully together. 

Pastoral Prayer 
Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be 
done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as 
we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us 
from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. 
Amen.

Assurance of Forgiveness 
(Based on 1 Corinthians 1:25) 

Take heart, for God’s foolishness is wiser than human wisdom, and God’s 
weakness is stronger than human strength. We are acceptable, accepted, free to 
begin again. Free to run our course with joy. 

Special Music: “Gloria Deo”

Communion Hymn: “Be Known to Us in Breaking Bread” NCH 342  

Celebrating the Eucharist  

Prayer of Thanksgiving 
We give thanks, Almighty God, that you have refreshed us at your table by 
granting us the presence of Jesus Christ. Strengthen our faith, increase our love 
for one another, and send us forth into the world in courage and peace, 
rejoicing in the power of the Holy Spirit; through Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen.

The Recognition of Tithes and Offerings (followed by the Doxology)

The Prayer of Dedication (in unison) 
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All: Receive these gifts, Holy One, sanctify them by your Spirit.  Drive away any 
ill motives and accept, we pray, our humble offering. Amen.  

The Parting Song:  “Jesus Walked This Lonesome Valley”  no. 2112 (The Faith We 
Sing) 

The Benediction

Liturgist: Paul Gander 
Organist: Diane Olson 
Soloist: Jamie Kennow 
Pastor: Rev. Rebecca A. Johnston  


