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The Plymouth Epistle

A Newsletter for the Members & Friends of Plymouth Congregational UCC, Burlington, WI

WORDS FROM WANG – “Beyond What the Eye Can See ”
This is my first official “Words From Wang” column since the beginning of
the pandemic. Glady, I have found other ways to communicate with you in the
meantime and I trust it has helped to ease your burdens and provide you with some
spiritual sustenance, crucial to your growth and healing in this challenging times.
Today we are not lacking for material to provide us with the impetus to respond in words - so lest we miss the obvious, may we truly believe that God is
good, and present in all things. So what is obvious to you? What is glaring and trying to get your attention these days? What are the simple pleasures that you may
be taking for granted?
As Judy and I travailed the vastness that is South Dakota, Wyoming, Montana, Washington, and Oregon on our way to visit our daughter this summer, we
ceased to be amazed and in awe of the seemingly never ending expanses of mountain ranges, plains, and woods. As it has in the past, the time spent in those parts of
our country have always moved me and to even align me with the spirituality and
culture central to the indigenous peoples that inhabited those lands long before
colonists “discovered” and proclaimed ownership of those lands. One cannot help
empathizing with those whose spirits remain in the valleys, the mountains, the lakes,
and the rivers than run through it.
On September 27, we remembered the legacies of American Indians in our
worship service. As I was making preparations for that day, I came across this native prayer which helped me that day and I hope will bless those who read this column.
Hold on to what is good even it is a handful of earth.
Hold on to what you believe even it is a tree which stands by itself.
Hold on to what you must do even when it is a long way from here.
Hold on to life even when it is easier letting go.
Hold on to my hand even when I have gone away from you.
(Native American Prayer)
May your spirits soar even amidst the smoke, the clouds, and the evils that
seem to overshadow so much of our lives these days. October can be a month of
darkness (literally as the days get shorter) and driven by the counter-Christian spiritual practices. May we therefore work to bring light to overcome the shadows;
shadows that often limit our abilities to see the good in other people, the greatness
of God’s vast creation, and the hope that opens all perspectives; in short to see beyond what the eye can see. My friends, if you do nothing else, seek to be a blessing.
See ya’ in church (virtually, of course). Pastor Bob
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Worship Opportunities for October
October 4 – 18th Sunday after Pentecost
Scripture: Exodus 20:1-4, 7-9, 12-20
Sermon Theme: “Sabbath Keeping”
Note: The Sacrament of Holy Communion will be served albeit virtually; please prepare your
own elements prior to logging onto the link.
October 11 – 19th Sunday after Pentecost
Scripture: Philippians 4:1-9
Sermon Theme: “Oh, The Thinks You Can Think”
October 18 – 20th Sunday after Pentecost
Scripture: Matthew 22:15-22
Sermon Theme: “Heads Up”
Note: A Celebration of Autumn (outdoor worship is weather permits)
October 25 – 21st Sunday after Pentecost
Scripture: Matthew 22:34-46
Sermon Theme: “Is That Your Final Answer”
November 1 – 22nd Sunday after Pentecost
Scripture: Matthew 23:1-12
Sermon Theme: “May the Best Candidate Win”
Note: The Sacrament of Holy Communion will be served albeit virtually; please prepare your
own elements prior to logging onto the link.
Note: Our ability to hold indoor worship continues to be on hold. This is in large part to the
fact that Wisconsin remains in the top five worse states with record numbers of those testing
positive to Covid-19. This is certainly not what we were hoping for as we segue from summer
into fall. But the fact remains, based on the data and the science of the pandemic, it’s just not
prudent to gather yet. Please continue to wear a mask, socially distance, and stay at home as
much as possible. And as you are able, join us in our virtual worship
OUTDOOR WORSHIP
Considering the success and popularity (and safety factor) of the three worship service
we had outside in July, August, and September we’re tentatively planning for one more in October. Weather permitting, we will worship on the east side of the building (bank lot) at 10:00
a.m. on October 18th. Keep a weather eye and come say “hi.”
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PLYMOUTH PRAISE

What’s Plymouth Praise you might ask? Has the pandemic clouded our memories so
much that we’ve forgotten what this viable music ministry is all about? Seriously, like everything else, our Plymouth Praise musicians (those of us who enjoy a certain genre of
“modern” worship music) will have to wait a little longer to sing and play together. Our
hope is that our hiatus won’t last so long that we forget who we are; or worse yet, what we
area capable of producing in our musical worship offerings here at Plymouth Church.
We will, however, be looking for alternate ways to “produce” (I dislike that word) music that can be electronically shared in some way during upcoming worship services (which
in the past has been the fourth Sundays of the month). And so we wait with watchful eyes
and listening ears. Blessings to all.

HONORING WAYNE JENSEN

Last November, Plymouth Church and the wider Burlington community lost a good
friend and faithful steward of God’s creation. Since his passing, many ideas have been discussed as to how we may memorialize Wayne Jensen while still honoring his last wishes. After much discussion, it was decided to purchase a tree that would be planted at the Burlington School Forrest; a place that was a huge part of Wayne’s legacy.
On October 10, at 10:00 a.m. all are welcome to gather at the school forest, while we
dedicate a Burr Oak tree in his memory. Despite the outdoor setting, we want to encourage the wearing of masks and social distancing.
Also, anyone wishing to contribute to the project, which will include the purchasing of
a bronze plaque to be placed under his tree, can write a check payable to Plymouth Church
and drop it off at church or mail it in.
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PRUDENT PRACTICES: How Plymouth Church Will Re-Open
This, from the Wisconsin Council of Churches (released in July): Within the church, we long
for a return to what we know. We yearn to gather together again, to re-enter the beloved sanctuary
as the Body of Christ assembled; and so we constantly re-evaluate when we might do so; what mitigating actions we might take to make it safe enough. Like the ancestors of our sacred texts, we long
to control the chaos, and return home. We are in exile from our buildings and our sense of security,
in a time of disease and social upheaval. We are reminded daily that we are not in control.
Some churches in Wisconsin have already decided to continue with online/remote worship
through the end of 2020 and not consider returning to their sanctuaries before the new year. In mid
-October we will have more evidence of whether Wisconsin residents are changing their behavior
and the spread of COVID is being controlled, or if our state is entering an even more concerning
phase of the pandemic.
Last month we were considering an October “Rally Day” and holding in-person and physically distanced, worship. At the present moment, we are, however, experiencing a record breaking number positive
cases of Covid-19 in Wisconsin. All of this leads us to believe that this it not a good time to consider any inperson worship or larger gatherings. Unless this trend changes, we can’t honestly say when it will be safe to
gather. This is not the report that any of us want to share, but as compassionate people it is our duty to
choose the most prudent course of action.
We continue recommending the decision rubric of “possible, prudent and pastoral.” Additionally, any timeline for “safe” re-entry must be guided by the availability and wide use of a vaccine.
Our best resources suggest that sometime in 2021 is the most optimistic date we could anticipate
for this.
When the data sees a consistent down turn we will again consider safe ways to gather while
mitigating risk as we continue to live with the virus. The basic tools of risk mitigation do not change;
meeting outdoors or in a well-ventilated space, minimizing the size of gatherings and the number of
people you regularly interact with, taking people’s temperature upon entering the building, physically
distancing by staying 6 feet apart (marking church pews to assist with maintaining distance), wearing
face masks properly, washing hands regularly, and good cleaning practices.
Our response as a church is grounded in our sense of responsibility for our neighbor and our
confidence in the love and grace of God. How we engage in ministry, building community, connecting
with the isolated in spite of obstacles is vitally important. We are aware of risk, we are cautious, but
we do not let fear consume our intent to follow the way of Jesus (end of WCC report).
At Plymouth Church, we take these recommendations seriously and will continue to consider
prudent practices to the best of our abilities. Throughout the month of October, we will monitor
activities and data as it becomes available. We will have weekly discussions on how we can best fulfill our ecclesiastical duties while balancing safety and common sense with the needs of all. We may
not always succeed and therefore beg your forgiveness. We are always open to ideas of how we can
best reach out to support, bless, educate, and inspire those who have entrusted us with the tasks of
ministry. We ask for you continued prayers and blessings.

PRAYER GROUP: (Always Say A Prayer; A.S.A.P.)

Nexr Prayer Group will meet on Oct 13th. Please wear a mask.

Volume XV Issue IV

Page 5

To My Plymouth family,
Thank you so much for kindly granting me the Hoffman Scholarship.
I am very grateful to have been chosen. I’m also so thankful for all of the love
I have felt from you all. Growing up around all of you really shaped the
person I have become. Once again, thank you for investing in my future
and helping me in my college career at UW Milwaukee.
Sending love to everyone!
Katherine Picazo
Dear Plymouth Church,
Thank You so much for your incredibly generous contribution to my
Education. I can’t tell you how grateful I am to have received the Salisbury Scholarship-it will be
of significant help in affording the next 2 years of
School and room & board. I am honored to have been chosen and look
Forward to putting my education to good use toward a future career in
Public service.
Many,many thanks,
Savannah Donegan
Plymouth CongregationalThank You so much for your kindness & generosity. Your scholarship is supporting my
Academic journey, and I cannot thank you enough for that. It is greatly appreciatedI hope all is well.
Thank you again,
Morgan Tracy

Dear Plymouth Congregational United Church of Christ,
Thank You so much for choosing me for this year’s Bonham Scholarship.
These funds will greatly assist me in affording my post secondary education and in
Reaching my goals of becoming a doctor of physical therapy!
I apologize for my late response. I was already back at Carroll University when the
Letter arrived at my home. I hope this letter finds you well and healthy.
Sincerely,
Emily Zuleger
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The Children’s Ministry is off to a great start in the new year! We have met
with the kids over zoom, as we are not quite back to meeting in person yet.
It was so nice to see their smiling faces again! The confirmation students
(8th & 9th grade) are working on setting up a hybrid schedule for their
meetings, as there are only 2 of them this year it will be easier to have some
face-to-face meetings with Pastor Bob and their mentors. We are feeling
very hopeful for a successful year!
As mentioned previously, we decided to give the program a new look and feel.
We are excited to announce that we have finally settled on a new name!
Instead of the well known name, LOGOS, we will now be calling it
IMPACT. The message behind this name is “igniting purpose in youth ministry”.
We found a scripture that we felt was very fitting for the word IMPACT,
and we want to see this youth program become; “Don’t let anyone look down
on you because you are young, but set an example for the believers in speech,
in conduct,in love,in faith, and in purity 1 Timothy 4:12
Any familys looking to get their kids (K-8th) involved-please reach out to
Becky or Tracy for more info! It is never too late to join us.
Blessings,
Becky Daniels & Tracy Freitag
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A LETTER FROM LOVE INC.
Dear Meal-Site Partner(s),

We are extremely grateful for your years of support in providing meals for our
Community members. We know how hard it has been for those that rely on those
Meals during the time we had to shut down our meal-site program. We have come up with
an idea to try and meet the needs of our community and we are hoping that you will
Help us bring it to fruition.
We have reimagined meal-site with the COVID-19 restrictions in place, and to start
We will do 2 days per week (Monday and Wednesday) with the hope of fine-tuning our
process and expanding to 5 days per week. We would ask each orgainization to bring in
Their meals pre-packaged in individual servings, and we will be setting up in our lobby
Area just inside the double gray doors on the south side of the building. We are not
Allowing anyone entrance to the building except for the lobby area just inside the doors.
We can help provide Styrofoam containers and/or brown bags to anyone who needs them
we also have a large supply of napkins to give out with the to go-meals. If you need supplies
to package up the meals, please let us know and we will get them ready for you
in advance of your turn to serve, since we do not want any packaging to occur on-site.
We are hoping to begin this program on Monday Oct 12th and will take sign-ups as
they come in. We are asking each organization to sign up for one day at a time for now
so that everyone can have a turn to serve-if we do not get all of our dates filled, we will
send out a second call for help. We are hoping to secure our first few weeks of
meals before letting our community members know that we will be offering meals again.
Sincerely,
Kristina Kreuger,MSW
Please contact Julie Klaehn if you are interested
at 262-763-8404
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2 - Reese Mushel
3 - Jamie Kennow
Aryia Horner
4 - Becky Daniels
5 - May Jagodzinski
Katherine Picazo
6 - Joan Shecterle
Kole Albrecht
7 - John Gibbon
8 - Carolyn Schoneck
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9 - Steve Picazo
Tasha Escobar
10 - Lois Jones
12 - Ray Amdahl
Beth Picazo
Cody Cowan
13 - Ron Moersfelder
Justin Reich
14 - Payton Campbell
Kaleigh Daniels
15 - Brady Mushel
16 - Charis Mitchell
17 - Ian Wanasek
18 - Andrew Picazo
19 - Brenda Robison
Paige Klein

22 - Barb Ray
Elysia Escobar
23 - Ryan Simenson
24 - Phil Rediger
25 - Dick Shecterle
26 - Lori Benstead
Justin & Sara Foster – October 3
Gunner Knight
Clayton & Kathy Kruse – October 5
27 - Janet Wren
Jason & Tamra Fricke – October 8
Correne Wilson
Ryon & Anne Klein - October 10
28 - Pam Moersfelder
Larry & Ellen Gyger – October 22
Hunter Kastengren
29 - Pat Sandstrom
Tom Souther
Congratulations to Dick Shecterle
Anabelle Kane-Terhorst
who celebrates his 93rd
Erin Bouton
birthday on October 25th.
30 - Steve Spitzer
Lois Jones who celebrates her
85th birthday on Oct 10th

SHOEBOX COLLECTIONS
The collection item for October is TOYS.

Operation Christmas Child is even more important
this year. We need Toys,tools and led flashlights
(With replacement batteries) most needed.
We will be assembling them on Saturday, November 14 at 9:00 a.m.
We will be doing it a bit differently to keep social distancing and will be
Wearing masks to protect everyone.
Samaratians Purse said this year boxes are needed more than ever.
We hope to reach our goal of 150 boxes.
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Sharing Sunday — 1st Sunday of every month — All items go to Love, Inc.
Love’s food pantry continues to need your help!
The following non-perishable food and other items are greatly needed:
canned fruit, canned vegetables, soup
toothpaste, toothbrushes
mouth wash, shampoo
hair spray, hand soap
tissues, toilet paper
feminine hygiene products
diapers (all sizes)
canned spaghetti
macaroni, cereal
brown sugar, sugar
jelly, peanut butter
mayonnaise, mustard, catsup
laundry detergent
disposable razors
dish soap, deodorant
Monetary contributions are always accepted. Just place your check in the offering plate or mail it to Plymouth Church.

Support Plymouth Children’s Center receives when you
shop on
Amazon.com!

If you shop on Amazon, simply go to smile.amazon.com
from your web browser and sign in to your Amazon account.
You will then be asked to choose an organization. Just type in
Plymouth Children’s Center Inc. and select them as your charity of choice. (You may also support multiple charities in this
manner!) That’s IT!! Now, every time you shop, just remember to go to smile.amazon.com instead of the regular Amazon
site and a portion of the price of your purchase will be donated
to the Children’s Center. If you have Amazon on your favorites list, you will want to change that as well to go right to
smile.amazon.com.

Flowers for Sunday
When we start our indoor service and you would like to supply flowers for the altar on a Sunday, please sign up for a date on our Flower Chart. It is located by the door in the parlor that
leads to the nursery. Look ahead to important dates in your life that you would like to commemorate by providing flowers for our church service. We thank Marty Baker for the exquisite
arrangements she has been providing for the past several months. We have truly appreciated
her gifts of time and talent!!
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FRIDAY

Oct 2

Oct 9

Oct 18

Oct 23

Liturgist for October will record on Fridays except for the outdoor service on Oct 18th weather permitting.
USHERS

LITURGIST

Carolyn Schoneck

John Gibbon

Lori Benstead
Outside Service on Sunday

Paul Gander

FELLOWSHIP
SERVERS
NURSERY CARE

AV OPERATOR
ACOLYTE

Deadline for the November issue of The Plymouth Epistle is
Friday, October 22
Thanks, Steph

PLYMOUTH UCC STAFF
Rev. Robert E. Wang, Minister - 262-308-4180 (H)
Stephanie Eveland, Financial Secretary
Becky Daniels & Tracy Freitag, Children’s Ministry
Jeffrey Hughes, Custodian
Marty Baker, Wedding Coordinator
Diane Olson, Organist & Bell Choir Director
Jamie Edwards, Choir Director
Lisa Carnahan, Choir Accompanist
PLYMOUTH CHILDREN’S CENTER
ADMINISTRATIVE STAFF
Sara Trewyn, Program Director
Phyllis Hancock, Assistant Director

REV. ROBERT WANG, MINISTER
OFFICE HOURS
Tuesday-Friday: 9:30 am to 4:30 pm
If possible, please call ahead to
make sure Pastor Bob is available.
PLYMOUTH UCC OFFICE HOURS
Steph: Monday & Thursday, 8:30 am - 2:30 pm
Church Office: 262-763-6890
Web Site: www.plymouthucc.church
Email: office@plymouthucc.church
Minister Email: pastor@plymouthucc.church
Financial Secretary Email: finance@plymouthucc.church
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We hope you like our monthly
newsletter. It is such a great
communicator of happenings at our
church. However, if you no longer
wish to be on our mailing list, please
notify us by either mail,
telephone
(262-763-6890)
or
email office@plymouthucc.church

You are invited to…

Our 9th Annual Heritage Sunday

November 15, 2020 at 10:00 am

Please plan to join us for this

