
2n"Sunday  of  Easter  -  April  19,  2020

Death  once  the ancient  enemy  - Hear  now  our  Easter  melody

0  praise  God  alleluia

You  are the  pathway  home  to God  - Our  door  to life  through  Christ  our  Lord

0  praise  God,  0  praise  God.  Alleluia,  alleluia,  alleluia

The  Call  to Worship

Leader:  We walk  in wonder  beneath  the sun and stars

People:  Creation  is God's  masterpiece  and  we are blessed  to share  it.
Leader:  We give  thanks  for  the air, the land, and the water

People:  and  for  all  the  creatures  joined  together  in  the web  of  life

Leader:  Beauty  is before  us, around  us, over  us and beneath  us

People:  We  join  our  hearts,  minds,  and  spirits  as one in  thanks  and  awe.

We  Sing:  All  Creatures  Of  Our  God  And  King

Vs. 1: All  creatures  of  our  God  and  King  - Lift  up your  voice  and with  us sing

Alleluia  alleluia

Thou  burning  sun with  golden  beam  - Thou  silver  moon  with  softer  gleam

0  praise  God,O  praise  GodAlleluia,  alleluia,  alleluia

Vs.  2: Thou  rushing  wind  that  art so strong  - Ye  clouds  that  sail  in heaven  along

0  praise  Godalleluia

Thou  rising  morn  in  praise  rejoice  - Ye  lights  of  evening  find  a voice

0  praise  God,  0  praise  GodAlleluia,  alleluia,  alleluia

The  Invocation  (in  unison)

Gracious  Creator,  we  ask for  your  grace  and wisdom  to face  difficult  challenges  ahead.

Our  actions  have  led  us to a time  when  we  need  to rethink  our  living  to protect  and  restore  our

earthly  home.  Open  our  minds  and  hearts  to what  you  will  teach  us. Help  us to act in  wisdom

and fairness  in stewardship  of  our  Earthly  home.  Through  our  Risen  Lord,  Jesus Christ.  Amen.

Vs  3: Thou  flowing  water  pure  and clear  - Make  music  for  thy  Lord  to hear

Alleluia  alleluia

Thou  fire  so masterful  and bright  - Thou  givest  us both  warmth  and light

0  praise  God,  0  praise  GodAlleluia,  alleluia,  alleluia

Vs.  4: Let  all  things  their  Creator  bless  - And  worship  God  in  humbleness

0  praise  Godalleluia

Praise  praise  the Sovereign  praise  the Son  - And  praise  the Spirit  Three  in  One

0  praise  God,  0  praise  GodAlleluia,  alleluia,  alleluia

The  Prayer  of  Confession:  Asking  forgiveness  from  creation

Creator  God,  you  formed  us of  the  dust  of  a precious  blue  marble  floating  through

unfathomable  space.  We  are made  from  the  dust  of  this  holy  orb,  and  to its dust  we shall  return.

Yet  we act  like  we  are not  of  its dust,  but  are somehow  outside  of  and  above  this  planet  we  are so

deeply  connected  to. Forgive  us, Earth,  for  forgetting  who  we  are. Forgive  us our  abuses  of  the



prairie  grass  and  the  tree,  the  dodo  bird,  the  squash  berry,  the  phlox  moth,  and  the  passenger

pigeon,  to mention  a few;  and  the  whale  and  the  wolf.  Forgive  us for  clear-cutting  your  forests,

for  tearing  down  your  mountains,  for  polluting  you  to extract  fossil  fuels  and  precious  metals.

Forgive  us for  dumping  our  waste  into  your  waters  and  for  changing  your  climate  for  our

convenience.  Teach  us respect,  merciful  one,  until  we  learn  to live  gently  with  creation,  to stop

demanding  from  it  what  we  want,  but  to accept  only  what  it offers,  and  do so with  deep  gratitude

for  your  abundance  of  life  and  your  stewardship  of  us. Amen.

Vs.  5:  Earth  ever  fertile  day  by  day  - Bring  forth  Your  blessings  on  our  way

0  praise  Godalleluia

All  fruit  and  crops  that  richly  grow  - All  trees  and  flowers  God's  glory  show

0  praise  God,  0  praise  God.  Alleluia,  alleluia,  alleluia

Vs.  6 Dear  mother  earth  who  day  by  day  - Unfoldest  blessings  on  our  way

0  praise  God  alleluia

The  flowers  and  fruits  that  in  Thee  grow  - Let  them  God's  glory  also  show

0  praise  God,  0  praise  God.  Alleluia,  alleluia,  alleluia

(Hymn:  Charles  Wesley/Samuel  Arnold/St.  Francis  of  ASsisi/William  Henry  Draper/public  domain)

The  Assurance  of  God's  Pardon:

The  Good  News  that  Jesus  brought  to us is that  our  God  is a God  of  love,  mercy,  and

grace.  Nothing  we  do can  separate  us from  divine  love.  Through  God's  relentless  dedication  to

us and  to all  creation,  you  are  forgiven!

The  Musical  Response:  "Halle,  Halle,  Halleluiah  "

The  Sermon:"Planet  Fitness  is Not  Just  anExercise"  (Psalm  148,  Romans  8:18-25)

The  Prayers  of  the  Day(Followed  by  Our  Lord's  Prayer)

The  Offering  and  Dedication

Before  we  are  asked  to give  anything,  we  must  first  acknowledge  that  we  are first  and

foremost  receivers.  This  is especially  true  as we  ponder  God's  good  and  marvelous  Creation.

God  invites  us to claim  our  birthright  and  adoption  as God's  partners  in  healing  our  Earthly

home.As  an offering  today,  I invite  you  to do one  thing  that  will  benefit  Creation  as we  seek  to

provide  care  and  nurture.  It could  be spending  some  time  picking  up  trash,  or  gathering

recyclables  along  the  road  near  you,  or  creating  a compost  pile,  or  repurposing  something  to

prevent  it  from  going  into  a landfill;  you  decide  but  do something  today!Let  us sing:

Praise  God  from  whom  all  blessings  flow  - Praise  God  all  creatures  here  below

alleluiaalleluia

Praise  God  above  ye heavenly  hosts  - Creator,  Christ  and  Holy  Ghost

0  praise  God,  0  praise  GodAlleluia,  alleluia,  alleluia

Let  us pray:  With  grateful  hearts  for  all  we  have  received,  we  offer  these  gifts,  O God,  to give

tangible  expression  to our  desire  to join  you  in expressing  our  tbree  great  loves  -  love  of  children,  love  of

neighbor,  love  of  creation.  We offer  them  and ask  you  to bless  them  with  the Spirit  of  Christ  who  showed

us how  to care as you  care. Amen.



The Parting  Song: God of  Wonders
Lord  of  all  creation  - Of  water  earth  and sky

The heavens are Your  tabernacle - Glory  to the  Lord  on high

Refrain:  God  of  wonders  beyond  our  galaxy  - You  are  holy  holy

The  universe  declares  Your  majesty  - You  are holy  holy

Lord  of  heaven  and earth  - Lord  of  heaven  and earth

Early  in  the  moming  - I will  celebrate  the light

When  I stumble  in  the darkness  - I will  call  Your  name  by  night

(refrain)

Hallelujah  (to the Lord  of  heaven  and earth)

Hallelujah  (to the Lord  of  heaven  and earth)

Hallelujah  (to the Lord  of  heaven  and earth)

(Refrain)

(CCLI  Song # 311 8757/Marc  Byrd/Steve  Hindalong/(C  2000 Never  Say Never/CCLI  # 1991631)

The  Benediction

One:  Christ  calls  us to be his  disciples,  to serve  him  with  love  and compassion,  to serve

Earth  and the  peoples  of  Earth.  Will  you  care  for  creation?

All:  With  Christ,  we  will  celebrate  and  revere  all  life!  With  Christ,  we  wffl  care  for

creation!  With  Christ,  we  will  help  heal  our  Earthly  home!

The Musical  Response: God of  Wonders (refrain  only)


