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A Newsletter for the Members & Friends of Plymouth Congregational UCC, Burlington, WI 
WORDS FROM WANG – “On Opening Doors and Giving Away Power”

A couple weeks ago, as I was entering the Kenosha County building in Bristol to    
attend a board meeting of our homeowners association, I participated in what I  
believe was a real-life parable.  As the county building is a busy place on a Thursday 
evening, there were many people approaching the entrance at the same time.  Being 
the first to reach the door, I naturally opened and held the door for the dad and three 
or four children who were coming up the sidewalk right behind me.   

In a matter of seconds, another group of parents and children approached so I  
continued to hold the door as they politely walked in, smiling and uttering their 
“thank-yous.” And a few seconds later, you guessed it, a few more were reaching  
the door so rather than hand it off to them, I held my position as door-holder while 
the last ones passed through. 

Pulling up the rear was a stressed-out mom who politely thanked me but also ex-
claimed, “wow, you sure showed up at the wrong time.”  To which I softly responded, 
“well, no, I think I showed up at the right time.”  I consider this brief tale parabolic for 
a reason.  Jesus used parables to illustrate some life-truths or to offer examples of 
some of his basic teachings about God and God’s will for humankind.  Some of his 
parables are easily unpacked while others can be interpreted and applied in multiple 
ways. 

And now, the moral of the story.  For starters, I didn’t feel put out while holding the 
door for the masses that entered the building that night.  And I’m not one who likes  
to brag but, it’s true.  From that mom’s perspective, however, I was clearly being in-
convenienced.  But from my perspective, I simply saw it as an opportunity to help; to 
be of service; to place others before myself.  And it really felt good. 

I know that opening doors for others is not a huge sacrifice and many would say it’s 
simply practicing “good manners.”  But I would submit, that common courtesy is at 
the core of the gospels and that those who are rarely or, worse yet, never subjected 
to the teachings of faith are truly missing out.  I’m not being judgmental with these 
comments but merely helping to identify some of the ways that our society is  
struggling.  Common courtesy is pretty uncommon these days. 

I heard it once said that “the most powerful people in the world are the ones who 
can give away their power.”  So, whether it’s simply opening doors or sacrificing our 
lives in the service of others, those who live the life of a servant will receive back; not 
power as in dominance or lording over others, but spirit-power; and the strength that 
comes from knowing that they are “doing good” in the name of the God whom we 
follow and serve. 

Note: I would love to hear some other thoughts on the moral of my door-opening 
story.  So, please feel free to share them with me some time! 
See ya’ in church.    Pastor Bob 
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February 2 – 4th Sunday After Epiphany
Scripture:   Matthew 5:1-12 
Sermon Theme:  “A Bold Witness For Certain” 
Note: The Sacrament of Holy Communion will be 
served. 

February 9 –  5th Sunday After Epiphany
Scripture:   Matthew 5:13-20
Sermon Theme: “Shine”  

February 16 – 6th Sunday After Epiphany  
Scripture:   1 Corinthians 3:1-9 
Sermon Theme: “Willing Spirits”

Worship Opportunities for February 
February 23 –   Last Sunday After Epiphany
Scripture:  Matthew 17:1-9 
Sermon Theme: “Get Up and Do Not Be Afraid ”

February 26 –  Ash Wednesday
Soup Supper @ 6:00 (Dining Room) 
Worship @ 7:00 (Sanctuary)

March 1 –  1st  Sunday in Lent
Scripture:  Matthew 4:1-11 
Sermon Theme: “Lenten Soup”
Note:  The Sacrament of Holy Communion will 
be served

Plymouth Praise –  Warm Thoughts of Singing Together 

By now, the cold winds of winter are getting old, but  
nevertheless, we plow ahead with the Epiphany season 
knowing that the days are getting longer again.  Plymouth 
Praise gets to be the turning point as we get ready for the 
Lenten journey. 

 February 16: rehearse at 11:30a.m. 
 February 23: 8:45 rehearsal for 10:00a.m worship 

Our Plymouth Praise Band prepares and leads worship once a month from  
September through May; with more contemporary songs, typically, on the fourth  
Sunday of the month.  We are always open to new folk joining us.  No experience 
necessary; just a heart for music-making and a willingness to spend a little time in 
preparation. 
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COMING IN MARCH: 
Bread and Wine Retreat     March 28 (9:00-4:00) 

Do you crave the aroma of bread baking the in the oven?  Do you 
love the sound of a cracking fire in a huge stone fireplace?  Is sipping  
a glass of wine a favorite tradition for a Saturday afternoon?  Is being 
in a community of like-minds and hearts sound appealing to you?  
Have you ever wondered why all these human endeavors have stood 
the test of time in our faith tradition?  These, and many more, are the 
questions that will be addressed at a special day-long Lenten retreat 
being offered for adults who desire spiritual growth and enrichment. 

Jeff and Molly Keller have graciously offered their new guest house for us to pursue this day-long 
retreat together (those who attended the picnic last summer will vouch for the Keller’s awesome  
hospitality).  We will gather in the “great room” at 9:00 a.m. for some coffee and breakfast treats and 
to begin the conversation with Pastor Bob and company on the topic of “The Spirituality of Bread and 
Wine.”   

In addition to some fruitful dialogue we will (hopefully from scratch) begin the process of baking bread 
together.  A mere fifteen feet away (to the aroma of bread baking) we will continue the discussion as 
we transition into a “wine tasting” experience led by Jen Grimme, a wine adviser with “Wines for  
Humanity.”  Wines will be paired with selected food sensations as we share in a light lunch and “break 
bread” together.  The afternoon will conclude with a special communion service using our fresh baked 
bread and some wine selected from the list of favorites.  Note: wine tasting/drinking is optional. 

A few more of the details are still being worked out, including the nominal costs (estimated $10 per-
person), but suffice it to say, we are anxious to get the word out so that Plymouth church members 
(and/or guests) can carve out the day on their calendar.  A sign up sheet will soon be available in the  
parlor, but registration can also be made by the calling the church office (763-6890).  Stay tuned and 
consider signing up early as space will be limited.  If you have questions please contact or speak to  
Pastor Bob. 

The eyes have it.   
Plymouth Church has a 2020 Vision.   

This is merely a sneak “peek”.   
We hope everyone votes ‘aye” and opts in as we celebrate our past,  

relish the present, and imagine our future.   
Stay tuned! 
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This year is off to a good start for the Children’s  
Ministry!  We spent January enjoying a popcorn  
and movie night watching Dr. Suess’s “The Lorax”, 
working on our song for the next LOGOS Sunday 
coming up in February, and resuming our normal 
bible lessons.  

As always, thank you to those who have been volunteering to make our 
Wednesday’s run smoothly! If you aren’t already, and want to help in some 
way, it’s not too late! We can always use extra hands!  

Feel free to contact Tracy or Becky for more information. 

February 26th  

Soup Supper at 6pm 
Service at 7pm 

There will be a sign-up sheet at church for those who 
would like to donate soup for the meal.  You may also 
contact the church office. 
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VALENTINE DAY COOKIE MISSION 

Like baking cookies?  You can help out the Mission Team by  
donating two dozen cookies for our annual cookie mission.  
Please bring them to church by Sunday, February 2 to be plated 
after the service.  Volunteers needed to bake cookies, help 
plate and then deliver.  Most importantly, if you know someone 
who would appreciate receiving a yummy plate of cookies, pro-

vide their name and address to Beth in our church office as soon as possible.  Easy mis-
sion to participate in. 

RIVERVIEW LUNCHEON 

The Mission Team will be visiting all our friends at Riverview Manor on Sunday, February 9 
to provide a fun-themed luncheon.  They look forward to the wonderful food, tasty  
desserts and table decorations that are given to one lucky person per table along with a 
special bag of cookies for each attendee.  Pastor Bob may be providing entertainment  
playing his guitar and singing.  Over the years, we have made many acquaintances and look 
forward to making some new ones. 

(REVISED) 
Shoe Box Donations by Month

2020 GOAL 150 BOXES 

January – toothbrushes 
February – toothbrushes 
March – bar soap 
April – sewing kits and tools (tape measures, small hammers, pliers, screwdrivers, etc.) 
May – combs and small hand mirrors (plastic or travel type) 
June – small flashlights with batteries, soccer ball, small air pump (Dollar Tree) 
July – flip flops 
August – school supplies 
September – bandanas and socks 
October – toys 
November – assemble Operation Christmas Child Shoe Boxes 

Note:  We have reached our goal of T-shirts for this year.    
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We welcomed 6 new 
members to our  
Plymouth Church  
family on January 19. 

From left to right are: 

Peggy Voss has lived in Burlington for 40+ years.  She is married with 2 adult sons and worked 
36 years for Racine County in Special Ed.  She enjoys hiking, yoga, cross stitching and travel. 

Royce Kennedy is a 30 year retired navy veteran.  After his naval career he worked as a  
carpenter and a building inspector.  He and his wife had 4 adult children – 3 girls and 1 boy.          
In his younger years, Royce enjoyed downhill skilling and parachuting.  He has had over 600 
parachute jumps!  His wife passed away after he retired.  In retirement he enjoys RELAXNG!    

Sally O’Brien grew up in Buffalo, New York, went to school in St. Louis where she also sang   
in the Bach Society.  She moved to Chicago where she got married and raised 2 sons.  One is  
still in Chicago and the other resides outside of Washington DC.  Sally worked for the Community 
Renewal Society, a UCC agency that works with communities to address issues of racism and 
poverty.  She also worked for Harold Washington, Chicago’s first black mayor, on the Board of 
Ethics.  She sang in a Chicago chorus during her 50 years living in the city. Music is her passion!   

Manda Stack is an ordained minister in the United Church of Christ, having served as Pastor  
at Union Grove and Raymond UCC churches from 1996-2019.  She is self-employed, specializing 
in retreat leadership, energy clearing, and intuitive coaching.  She moved to Burlington in               
September, 2019 and is enjoying getting to know the members of Plymouth Church.  Her hobbies 
include reading, travel, and spending time in God’s creation.  She enjoys spending time with her 
partner Kelly Diem. 

Kelly Diem is a lifelong Racine County resident.  He is self-employed as a home improvement 
contractor.  He enjoys time with his girlfriend Manda Stack, travelling, taking walks, biking and 
watching movies.  He enjoys Plymouth Church and its openness, as well as the music and the 
spirit of our congregation. 

Christine Quinn lives with her husband and one of 3 adult children in Lake Geneva where she 
has lived for the last 5 years.  After 25+ years of working in universities, she launched her own 
business.  She is an Executive Coach and consultant who works with leaders and teams to create 
organizations where all can thrive.  She also recently launched Living Kindness, a movement that 
encourages us to be kind to ourselves and others to eradicate incivility and make our communities 
known for kindness. 
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New Furniture purchased by Memorial Committee 

Here are pictures of the new furniture that was purchased with Memorial funds in 
memory of Jeanette Wilson, Blanche Klaehn and Lee Freeman. 

 Fellowship Table 

 Dinette set in Fireside Room  
             6 matching chairs in Fireside Room

GAME DAY!! 
Saturday, February 15th  

11am - 5pm 
Bring a game you'd like to play,  

but be prepared to play something new! 
Check Facebook for last minute  

cancellations or changes to the schedule. 
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2 - Sue Nelson 
  3 - Amanda Ryan 
  4 - Kifflie Scott 
  5 - Brett Moen 
  6 - Dave Willick 
        Bill Wald 
  7 - Mary Skwierawski 
  9 - Kelly Diem 
10 - Royce Kennedy 
11 - Meghan Peterson 
        Ellen Graham 

13 - Eric Lunderskov 
        Henry Zusan 
14 - Bob Sandberg 
        Emma Iselin 
16 - Brad Brenner 
19 - Caden VanSwol 
23 - Mollie Wang 
24 - Donna Schellpfeffer 
25 - Diane Hanson 
27 - Sue Alby 
28 - Chad Peterson 
       Aimee Bigelow 

Ron & Pam Moersfelder 
February 2 

Glenn & Nicki Stoll 
February 13 

Terry & Katie Simenson  
February 26 

Any cancellations 
due to dangerous 
weather conditions  
will be on our voice mail  
and on WISN Channel 12. 

“Ladies Lunch Bunch” 
Noon on February 5th

at  Pine St. Café   

Join us for good food and pleasant conversation!  Order from the menu and 
pay for your own lunch.  If you need a ride, please contact the church office.  
Here is the schedule of where we’ll be for the next few months.  Mark your 
calendar! 

 March 4 – The Waterfront  May 6 – Napoli’s   
 April 1 – Lucky Star    June 3 – Charcoal Grill 

Thank you….. 

We enjoyed Christmas Dinner.  The 
food was great with many extras.  
We thank all involved. 

Gladys Bublitz 
Margie Jay 
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Fair	Trade	Coffee	Project	–	Items	sold	2nd	Sunday	of	the	month	
Organic Tamari Roasted Almonds — $5.00 per package 
Equal Exchange Teas — $3.00 per package 
Regular Whole Bean and Ground Coffee — $7.00 per bag   
Decaf Whole Bean and Ground Coffee — $8.00 per bag 
Regular Flavored Coffees — $8.00 per bag 
Hazelnut Decaf — $9.00 per bag 
Hot Cocoa Mix — $6.00 per can 
Equal Exchange Large Chocolate Bars — $2.50 each 
Divine Chocolate Bars - $1.50 

Flowers for Sunday
If you would like to supply flowers for 
the altar on a Sunday, please sign up 
for a date on the Flower Chart. It is 
located by the door in the parlor  
that leads to the nursery.  Look  
ahead to important dates in your life 
that you would like to commemorate 
by providing flowers for our church 
service.  We thank Marty Baker for 
the exquisite arrangements she has 
been providing for the past 
several months.  We have 
truly appreciated her gifts 
of time and talent!! 

Blood pressure screening - February 9th 
Blood pressure screening will take place in the 
fireside room following worship.  

Support Plymouth Children’s Center
receives when you shop on Amazon.com! 
If you shop on Amazon, simply go to 

smile.amazon.com from your web browser and sign in to 
your Amazon account.  You will then be asked to choose an 
organization.  Just type in Plymouth Children’s Center Inc. and 
select them as your charity of choice.  (You may also support 
multiple charities in this manner!)  That’s IT!!  Now, every 
time you shop, just remember to go to smile.amazon.com  
instead of the regular Amazon site and a portion of the price 
of your purchase will be donated to the Children’s Center.   
If you have Amazon on your favorites list, you will want to 
change that as well to go right to smile.amazon.com.   

Sharing Sunday — 1st Sunday of every month — All items go to Love, Inc.   

Love’s food pantry continues to need your help!  The following non-perishable food and other items are 
greatly needed: 
 canned fruit, canned vegetables, soup  
 toothpaste, toothbrushes   mouth wash, shampoo 
 hair spray, hand soap    tissues, toilet paper 
 feminine hygiene products   diapers (all sizes) 
 canned spaghetti       macaroni, cereal 
 brown sugar, sugar    jelly, peanut butter 
 mayonnaise, mustard, catsup   laundry detergent 
 disposable razors    dish soap, deodorant 

Monetary contributions are always accepted.    
Just place your check in the offering plate or mail it to Plymouth Church. 

We also have Women’s 
Bean Project items: 
Soup Mixes - $5.50 each 
Cookie Mixes - $5.00 
Iced Tea Mixes - $3.50 
Dip Mixes - $3.75 
Chocolate Covered  
Espresso Beans - $5.75 
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Deadline for the March issue of The Plymouth Epistle is : 
    Friday, February 21st  

Thanks, Beth

PLYMOUTH UCC STAFF
Rev. Robert E. Wang, Minister - 262-308-4180 (H) 
Beth Picazo, Secretary 
Stephanie Eveland, Financial Secretary 
Becky Daniels & Tracy Freitag, Children’s Ministry 
Jeffrey Hughes, Custodian 
Marty Baker, Wedding Coordinator 
Diane Olson, Organist & Bell Choir Director 
Jamie Kennow, Choir Director 
Lisa Carnahan, Choir Accompanist 

PLYMOUTH CHILDREN’S CENTER
ADMINISTRATIVE STAFF
Sara Trewyn, Program Director 
Phyllis Hancock, Assistant Director 

          REV. ROBERT WANG, MINISTER
OFFICE HOURS

Tuesday-Friday: 9:30 am to 4:30 pm
If possible, please call ahead to  

make sure Pastor Bob is available.

PLYMOUTH UCC OFFICE HOURS
Beth:  Monday - Thursday, 8:00 am. - 3:00 pm 

Fridays, 8:00 am – 2:00 pm 
Steph:  Monday - Wednesday, 8:30 am - 2:30 pm 

Church Office: 262-763-6890 
Web Site: www.plymouthucc.church

Email: office@plymouthucc.church
Minister Email: pastor@plymouthucc.church

Financial Secretary Email: finance@plymouthucc.church

SUNDAY February 2
10:00 am

February 9
10:00 am

February 16
10:00 am

February 23
10:00 am

DEACONS
February 2:
Bread:  Lori Benstead
Betty Peterson, Jackie Kastengren, Carolyn Schoneck

USHERS Glenn & Nicki Stoll
Nikki Burd

Scott & Marilee Hoffman
Wally Brown

Paul Gander
Deb Lindell

Pat Sandstrom

Tim & Kay Burd
Barbara Freeman

LITURGIST John Gibbon Don Howell Carolyn Schoneck Steve Sullivan

FELLOWSHIP
SERVERS

Steph Eveland
Diane Hanson

Gidget Brown
Lori Benstead Jason & Tamra Fricke Nikki Burd

Kathy Pieters

AV OPERATOR John Kranich Dave Snyder Aaron Jenson Aaron Jenson

NURSERY Meghan Peterson Ellen Gyger Becky Daniels Joel Graham

ACOLYTE Kaleigh Daniels Aveah Daniels Crue Freitag Nico Escobar
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
1

2
8:15am  Choir Rehearsal
10:00am  Worship
11:00am  Coffee & Conversation
Cookie project

3

6pm
Bell Choir

4

NO Choir

5
Noon – Ladies Lunch 
Bunch at Pine St. Café

5pm  LOGOS

6:30pm  Choir

6 7
6:30am  Men’s 
Breakfast

8

9
8:45am  Bell Choir Rehearsal
10:00am  Worship
11:00am  Coffee & Conversation
Fair Trade Sales
Blood Pressure Screening
Riverview Manor Luncheon

10

6pm
Bell Choir

11
10:30am
A.S.A.P.

6:30pm  Choir

12

6:30pm  Operating 
Council Meeting

13 14
6:30am  Men’s 
Breakfast

15
11am
Game Day

16
8:45am  Choir Rehearsal
10:00am  Worship
11:00am  Coffee & Conversation
11:30am  Plymouth Praise

17

6pm
Bell Choir

18

6:30pm  Choir

19

5pm  LOGOS

20 21
6:30am  Men’s 
Breakfast

22

23
8:45am  Plymouth Praise
10:00am  Worship
11:00am  Coffee & Conversation

24

6pm
Bell Choir

25
10:30am
A.S.A.P.

6:30pm  Choir

26
Ash Wednesday

NO LOGOS

6pm  Soup Supper
7pm  Service

27 28
6:30am  Men’s 
Breakfast

29
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We hope you like our monthly  
newsletter.  It is such a great  

communicator of happenings at our 
church. However, if you no longer wish 

to be on our mailing list, please  
notify us by either mail,  

telephone   
(262-763-6890)  

or  
email -  

office@plymouthucc.church


