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WORDS FROM WANG – “Advent and Christmas Wishes”
Every year it’s the same thing. The sun goes down on all hallows eve and with the flip
of a switch, the market-driven announcement is made: “It’s the holiday season.” And
my sermon-ship on this popular topic has already sailed (i.e. season’s greetings, happy
holidays, merry Christmas; you know the scene and that worn out debate).

Special points of
interest:
TIME YET TO GRAB A
GIFT FOR CHRISTMAS
FAMILIES!
Packer Party– Dec 8

It is a forgone conclusion that our world has (unofficially) declared that the yuletide
season is now and will forever be, made up of two very different holiday foci. The
one that the dominant culture partakes of, and the one that devout Christians practice
(and hopefully, prefer). Many would argue that the “consumer driven” version of
Christmas brings with it certain rituals and practices that actually contradict many of
the core values of our faith. However, this commentary in no way deserves an “oh,
you’re such a Scrooge - Humbug” response. It does deserve an evaluation of our
priorities, however. And like all things, calls for some discernment.
I dare say those who truly know me will not perceive my remarks as judgmental.
Therefore, it is my annual hope that there are actually more folk who have developed
(or are developing) a similar attitude for approaching the holiday season; and seek to
avoid the allure or getting caught up in the chaos and “rushed” nature of the holiday
season.
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Thus, without imposing guilt, may I simply encourage those who value the truth and
treasure of this special season to engage in the spiritual practice of waiting, wondering,
and wishing; in short, practice what the ancients did. To enter into a time of mental
and spiritual preparation by beginning the season slowly, advancing with the expectation of a blessing, not only in days ahead, but along the path as well; and finally to
arrive at the manger where the spirit of the Christ child dwells.
As you traverse, offer an advent wish or message to those whom you encounter.
The term, Advent, is a version of the Latin word meaning "coming". May your Advent
greetings or wishes, therefore, be reflective of the good work that is yet to be done in
the name of the one who comes in the name of the Lord.
For the extraordinary thing that is about to happen is matched only by the extraordinary
moment just before it happens. Advent is the name of that moment. Please join with me
in offering Advent greetings as we anticipate the coming of Christmas that, the last time I
checked, begins on the 25th and concludes on January 6th. We wait. We watch. We
hope. Advent. Blessed is the one who “comes” in the name of the Lord.
See ya’ in church.
Pastor Bob
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Worship Opportunities for December
December 1 – 1st Sunday of Advent
Scripture: Isaiah 2:1-5 (Micah 4:1-4)
Sermon Theme: “Provocateurs of Imagination”
Note: The Sacrament of Holy Communion will
be served.
December 8 – 2nd Sunday of Advent
Scripture: Isaiah 35:1-10
Sermon Theme: “2020 Vision”
December 15 – 3rd Sunday of Advent
Choir Cantata: “Appalachian Winter”
December 22 – 4th Sunday of Advent
Children’s Program: “A Traditional
Christmas Pageant”

December 24 – Christmas Eve
4:00 - Candlelight Service (More kid friendly)
8:00 - Candlelight Service
December 29 - 1st Sunday after Christmas
Scripture: Matthew 2:13-23
Sermon Theme: “Collateral Damage”
January 5 – 2nd Sunday After Christmas
Scripture: John 1:1-18
Sermon Theme: “Prologue, Preamble, Prequel, or
Prelude?”
Note: The Sacrament of Holy Communion will
be served

Plymouth Praise – For Unto Us…
We will not tire, we will not falter, we will not give up, nor
will we ever stop singing (or ringing) - is the theme for Plymouth
people during the month of December and the holiday season. By
now readers have noticed the vast amount of musical opportunities
availed to us and particularly, the amount of singing most of us will
be doing - and for good reason. We love to make music and we
dedicate it all to God and Christ’s church.
December 22: rehearse at 11:30a.m.
December 24: 3:15 rehearsal for 4:00p.m. Christmas Eve worship
December 29: 8:45 rehearsal for 10:00a.m worship
Our Plymouth Praise Band prepares and leads worship once a month from September through May; with more contemporary songs, typically, on the fourth Sunday of the
month. We are always open to new folk joining us. No experience necessary; just a heart
for music-making and a willingness to spend a little time in preparation
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There are still gifts remaining on the Adopt-AFamily Tree!!
If you would like to help with this Mission project
you still have time to stop in and take a look at
what’s left.
Gifts need to be brought to church by Sunday,
December 8, so feel free to stop in during the
week if you don’t have an opportunity to on Sunday morning.
Monetary contributions are also welcome if you would rather have Betty
and Karen do the shopping for you! Simply put a check in the offering
plate on Sunday or drop it off at the church office and put “Adopt-AFamily” in the memo line.

PACKER PARTY
December 8
at Noon
Stay after church and watch the Packers play
the Washington Redskins! Lunch plans are
to be determined. Watch for a sign up sheet
in church on Dec 1.

Ken and Julie Stier
7171 Sedgerock Lane
Colorado Springs, CO
80927
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“The Light Shines in the Darkness”
For over 100 years the Christmas
Fund for the Veterans of the Cross and
the Emergency Fund has been a way to
ensure that a light of love and hope will
always shine for faithful servants of our
church who find themselves facing
unforeseen financial need.
Through the generosity of churches and individuals a total of
$2.5 million was contributed in 2018, enabling the UCC to provide
Pension Supplementation, Health Premium Supplementation,
special grants for emergencies, and Christmas “Thank You” gift
checks to over 1,000 individuals and families in need. Please
consider making a contribution this year using the special
offering envelope that will be in your worship bulletin on
December 22nd. You may also simply put CHRISTMAS FUND
in the memo line of your check.
It’s hard to believe that 2019 is quickly coming to an end!
We’ve been so busy in these first few months of LOGOS,
but we’re not about to stop now! The annual Children’s
Christmas Pageant is in just a few short weeks. We hope you
all will join us on Sunday, December 22 at 10:00am to watch
the children tell the story of Christmas!
Our Sunday School program this year has not been very “popular”, as we
typically only have 1-2 kids each Sunday, if any. So with that being said, we have
decided that after the first of the year we will no longer have Sunday School
until there is more interest again. If there are any questions or concerns
regarding this decision, please don’t hesitate to reach out to Becky or Tracy!
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AT CHAPEL ON THE HILL IN LAKE GENEVA
N2440 ARA GLEN DRIVE
For tickets go to the following website…..
http://chapelonthehill.net/serve/christian-arts-ministry

If you would like to donate a poinsettia to adorn
our sanctuary for the Christmas Eve services,
you may purchase them on your own and bring them to
church between December 16 and 23.
If you would like to give one in memory or in honor of
someone, please provide that information to Beth before
December 20 so she can include it in the bulletin.
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Breakfast with Santa
Saturday, December 7
8:30am - 11:00am
Waterford Union High School
(Enter parking lot off Water Street—Door #1)
$5 per person in advance
Tickets available at Associated Bank in Waterford and
Community State Bank locations in Waterford and Rochester.
Limited seating available at the door—$6
Free “Santa’s Workshop” for gifts for mom and dad,
crafts and more.

REVERSE ADVENT CALENDAR
New Take on the Advent Calendar ……
The Missions Team would like to challenge families to
try this Reverse Advent Calendar! Purchase a large
sturdy laundry basket to gather these items through
Advent and bring them to church by Sunday, December
29 (or they can be brought in during the week). Wait
until all items have been purchased before bringing them to church. The Missions
Team will then bring the baskets to the LOVE INC. food pantry. The list of items will be
available in your bulletin throughout December. Or call Beth and she can send it to you.
OPERATION CHRISTMAS SHOEBOX
Our 160 shoeboxes are on their way! We want to thank all those who contributed items
for the boxes and those who helped us assemble them on November 9th. Special thank
you to the LOGO’s kids for writing letters and packing boxes giving them their personal
touch. We appreciate your overwhelming generosity. Small gifts really do touch the
hearts of many children!
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Once again, we will host a Christmas Dinner
for our community and there are LOTS of
ways you can help!
Please contact Tasha Escobar or the church
office and let us know how you’d like to help.
Be on the lookout for volunteer sign-up
sheets on the bulletin board in the parlor.
We will need people for posting flyers
throughout town, dining room set up the
evening of Dec 23, help on Christmas Day
with cooking, putting the deliveries together, delivering the meals, serving at
church and clean up. Monetary donations are also needed.
See Tasha Escobar with any questions you may have.

Game Day
Saturday, December 21
11am—5pm
Bring a game to play or
come learn a new one!

The Plymouth Church Choir presents……

“Appalachian Winter”

our Choir Cantata on
Sunday, December 15 at 10:00am
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2 - Chuck Alby
3 - Gabe King
Jay Bigelow
4 - Ellen Krikie
Holly Hines
5 -Gloria Powell
Randy Wessinger
6 - Janet Hamric
Anna Rothering

8 - Stephanie Rediger
Kirby Befort
Jack Dukes
10 - Lisa Mushel
Angelina Olson
13 - Judy Yonk
14 - Bob Wren
Terry Simenson
Levi Wilson
17 - Abby Miller
19 - Bernice Zygowicz

21 - Calia Freitag
25 - Nancy Foster
Denise Bigelow
26 - Sara Graham
Nathaniel Graham
27- Mikayla Murin
Breck Keller
29 - Deanna Snyder
Shelly Befort
30 - Ethel Hollencamp
31 - Don Howell

Craig & Tina Wightman – December 3
Tyler & Becky Daniels – December 19
Dick & Betty Peterson – December 20
Fenton & Marge Harder – December 29
Don & LaVonne Howell – December 29
John & Lisa Kastengren – December 31
Special congratulations to Dick & Betty Peterson who
celebrate their 50th Anniversary on December 20.

Wayne Jenson passed away on November 18., 2019
He was known to many as a BHS science teacher, and
lover of the land. His dedication to the school forest
influenced students in the Burlington School District
long after his retirement. Wayne was just as dedicated
to Plymouth Church, serving on our Board of Trustees
and Building & Maintenance Team for many, many years. He selflessly gave his time and
energy to many projects in and around Plymouth for almost 40 years. We extend our
deepest sympathy to his family, especially his son Aaron, and we hold them in our prayers
during this difficult time.
Deadline for the January issue of The Plymouth Epistle is :
Friday, December 20th . Thanks, Beth

We are in need of more volunteers for Sunday mornings!
If you aren’t currently on our lists to usher, help with
nursery care or be an AV operator, please consider and
let Beth know if you could lend a hand. We REALLY need
you!
THANK YOU!
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Fair Trade Coffee Project – Items sold 2nd Sunday of the month
Organic Tamari Roasted Almonds — $5.00 per package
Equal Exchange Teas — $3.00 per package
Regular Whole Bean and Ground Coffee — $7.00 per bag
Decaf Whole Bean and Ground Coffee — $8.00 per bag
Regular Flavored Coffees — $8.00 per bag
Hazelnut Decaf — $9.00 per bag
Hot Cocoa Mix — $6.00 per can
Equal Exchange Large Chocolate Bars — $2.50 each
Divine Chocolate Bars - $1.50

We also have Women’s
Bean Project items:
Soup Mixes - $5.50 each
Cookie Mixes - $5.00
Iced Tea Mixes - $3.50
Dip Mixes - $3.75
Chocolate Covered
Espresso Beans - $5.75

Sharing Sunday — 1st Sunday of every month — All items go to Love, Inc.
Love’s food pantry continues to need your help! The following non-perishable food and other items are
greatly needed:
canned fruit, canned vegetables, soup
toothpaste, toothbrushes
mouth wash, shampoo
hair spray, hand soap
tissues, toilet paper
feminine hygiene products
diapers (all sizes)
canned spaghetti
macaroni, cereal
brown sugar, sugar
jelly, peanut butter
mayonnaise, mustard, catsup
laundry detergent
disposable razors
dish soap, deodorant
Monetary contributions are always accepted. Just place your check in the offering plate or mail it to us.

Blood pressure screening Blood pressure screening will take place December 8th in the Fireside Room following
worship.
Now that Richter’s has closed there is still a way you can support the Children’s
Center while you shop….but now its through Amazon. If you shop on Amazon,
simply go to smile.amazon.com from your web browser and sign in to your
Amazon account. You will then be asked to choose an organization. Just type in
Plymouth Children’s Center Inc. and select them as your charity of choice. (You
may also support multiple charities in this manner!) That’s IT!! Now, every time you shop, just
remember to go to smile.amazon.com instead of the regular Amazon site and a portion of the price
of your purchase will be donated to the Children’s Center. If you have Amazon on your favorites
list, you will want to change that as well to go right to smile.amazon.com.

Flowers for Sunday
If you would like to supply flowers for the altar on a Sunday, please sign up for
a date on our new Flower Chart. It is located by the door in the parlor that
leads to the nursery. Look ahead to important dates in your life that you
would like to commemorate by providing flowers for our church service. We thank Marty
Baker for the exquisite arrangements she has been providing for the past several months.
We have truly appreciated her gifts of time and talent!!
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Dec 1

Dec 8

Dec 15

Dec 22

Dec 24

Dec 29

Tim & Kay Burd

Need
volunteers

Scott & Marilee
Hoffman
Pat Sandstrom

Dec 1: Bread – Jackie Kastengren
Paul Gander, Toni Kranich

USHERS

Glenn & Nicki
Stoll
Kifflie Scott

Steph Eveland
Diane Hanson
Wally Brown

Larry & Ellen
Gyger
Nikki Burd

LITURGIST

Jackie Kastengren

Don Howell

None needed

Don Howell

Need
volunteer

Kifflie Scott

FELLOWSHIP
SERVERS

Jim & Elaine Burd

Steph Eveland
Diane Hanson

Dick & Betty
Peterson

Bob & Jackie Kastengren

None needed

Bob & Janet
Wren

NURSERY
CARE

Nikki Burd

Katherine Picazo

Sara Graham

Ellen Gyger

None needed

Meghan Peterson

AV
OPERATOR

John Kranich

Dave Snyder

Aaron Jenson

Aaron Jenson

Need
volunteers

John Kranich

ACOLYTE

Crue Freitag

Nico Escobar

None needed

Crue Freitag

Nico Escobar

“Ladies Lunch Bunch”
Wednesday, December 4
Noon at Napoli’s
Come for fun and pleasant conversation.
Order from the menu and pay for your own lunch.
If you need a ride, call the church office at 763-6890.
Here’s where we’ll be the next few months…
January 8 – Charcoal Grill
March 4 – The Waterfront
February 5 – Pine St. Café
April 1 – Lucky Star
PLYMOUTH UCC STAFF
Rev. Robert E. Wang, Minister - 262-308-4180 (H)
Beth Picazo, Secretary
Stephanie Eveland, Financial Secretary
Becky Daniels & Tracy Freitag, Children’s Ministry
Jeffrey Hughes, Custodian
Marty Baker, Wedding Coordinator
Diane Olson, Organist & Bell Choir Director
Jamie Edwards, Choir Director
Lisa Carnahan, Choir Accompanist
PLYMOUTH CHILDREN’S CENTER
ADMINISTRATIVE STAFF
Sara Trewyn, Program Director
Phyllis Hancock, Assistant Director

REV. ROBERT WANG, MINISTER
OFFICE HOURS
Tuesday-Friday: 9:30 am to 4:30 pm
If possible, please call ahead to make sure
Pastor Bob is available
PLYMOUTH UCC OFFICE HOURS
Beth: Monday - Thursday, 8:00am – 3:00pm
Fridays, 8:00am – 2:00pm
Steph: Monday-Wednesday, 8:30pm – 2:30pm
Church Office: 262-763-6890
Web Site: www.plymouthucc.church
Email: office@plymouthucc.church
Minister Email: pastor@plymouthucc.church
Financial Secretary Email:finance@plymouthucc.church
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Sun

1
8:45am Choir Rehearsal
10:00am Worship
NO Sunday School
11:00am Coffee & Conversation

8

Mon

2

Tue

3

4

Thu

5

Noon Ladies Lunch
Bunch at Napoli’s
6:30pm Bells

Fri

7

6:30am Men’s
Breakfast

9am

13

14

6:30am Men’s
Breakfast

9am Full
Cantata

5pm LOGOS

9

10
10:30am

10:00am Worship

A.S.A.P.
6:30pm Bells

11:00am Coffee & Conversation

11

6:30pm Choir

6:30pm Operating
Council Meeting

17

18

12

Sat

6

6:30pm Choir

8:45am Bell Choir Rehearsal
10:15am Sunday School

Wed

Orchestra
Rehearsal
For Cantata

Rehearsal

Fair Trade Sales
Blood Pressure Screening
Noon Packer Party

15

16

19

8:00am Cantata Rehearsal
10:00am Worship - Cantata
10:15am Sunday School

6:30pm Bells

6:30pm Choir

5pm LOGOS

23

24

25

20

21

6:30am Men’s
Breakfast

11am

27

28

Game Day

11:00am Coffee & Conversation

22
8:45am Pageant rehearsal

Church office
Closed

10:00am Worship – Pageant
11:00am Coffee & Conversation

Christmas Dinner

6:30pm Bells
4:00pm
Christmas Eve
Service

11:30am Plymouth Praise

8:00pm
Christmas Eve
Service

29
8:45am Plymouth Praise
10:00am Worship
10:15am Sunday School
11:00am Coffee & Conversation

30

11:30—2:00

31

26

NO Men’s
Breakfast

PLYMOUTH
CONCREGATIONAL
UNITED CHURCH
OF CHRIST
124 W.
WASHINGTON
STREET
BURLINGTON, WI
53105-1478
262-763-6890
262-763-6802 FAX
ADDRESS SERVICE
REQUESTED
DATE MATERIAL
PLEASE DO NOT
DELAY
DECENBER 2019
EPISTLE
We hope you like our monthly
newsletter. It is such a great
communicator of happenings at our
church. However, if you no longer
wish to be on our mailing list, please
notify us by either mail,
telephone
(262-763-6890)
or email office@plymouthucc.church.

4:00pm Family Service
8:00pm Candlelight Service with Choir

