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A Newsletter for the Members & Friends of Plymouth Congregational UCC, Burlington, WI
WORDS FROM WANG – Ode to the West Wind
I have never met a person who didn’t love the autumn season. This will be my 11 th
fall as your pastor and teacher and I have relished each and every changing season as
I have had the privilege to serve alongside so many of you within this awesome faith
community. And I am happy to announce that October 29, 2019 also marks my 30 th
year of ordained ministry; and it goes without saying that I remain blessed as I live
out my ordination vows in your midst.
Autumn is also a nostalgic time for many and reflecting on milestones reminds us of
our mortality and the constant reminder that life too has its seasons; that nothing is
so constant as the change and transformation that we all go through as we journey
on; as our bodies and souls regenerate themselves.
In 1820, Percy Bysshe Shelley wrote a poem entitled, Ode to the West Wind. Typical
of Romantic poets, Shelley found constant inspiration in nature and the seasons.
The ending of this poem is so well-known that it has become a saying in the English
language, the origin of which is unknown to many who invoke it. These final words
hold a powerful message of finding promise in the turning of the seasons. Shelley
conveys the hope implicit in our knowledge that even as winter is approaching, right
behind it is spring.
O wild West Wind, thou breath of Autumn's being,
Thou, from whose unseen presence the leaves dead
Are driven, like ghosts from an enchanter fleeing,
Yellow, and black, and pale, and hectic red,
Pestilence-stricken multitudes: O thou,
Who chariotest to their dark wintry bed...
The trumpet of a prophecy! O Wind,
If Winter comes, can Spring be far behind?
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I too love the autumn season in spite of the fact that winter comes right behind it.
But as Shelley reminds us when Winter comes, can Spring be far behind? So, join
me in celebrating life’s milestones and cyclical celebrations and in praising our
Creator God who makes it all possible.
See ya’ in church.
Pastor Bob
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Worship Opportunities for October

October 6 – 18th Sunday After Pentecost
Scripture: Luke 17:5-10
Sermon Theme: “More Faith, Please!”
Note: The Sacrament of Holy Communion will
be served with Jim Burd, preaching.

October 13 – 19th Sunday After Pentecost
Scripture: Luke 17:11-19
Sermon Theme: “What Have We Learned
in 2000 Years?”
Note: Access Sunday and Disabilities
Awareness Week

October 20 – 20th Sunday After Pentecost
Scripture: Luke 18:1-8
Sermon Theme: “Is This Really a Parable About
Praying?”
October 27 – 21st Sunday After Pentecost
Scripture: Luke 18:9-14
Sermon Theme: “Narcissism: the Original Sin”

November 3 – 22nd Sunday After Pentecost
Scripture: Luke 19:1-10
Sermon Theme: “Why A Sycamore Tree?”
Note: The Sacrament of Holy Communion will
be served

Packers Party– October 20 at Noon
Join us following worship to watch the Packers play the
Oakland Raiders. Watch Plymouth Points and the Sunday
announcements for the plan for lunch that day. There will
be a sign up sheet out by October 6 and you can always
contact the church office.

Plymouth Praise – Peak-a-Fall Colors!
Many of us favor the month of October for the beautiful
colors and fall weather among a whole list of other reasons the
least of which is certainly not awesome worship music. If you are
partial to lighter and more progressive worship music then consider
joining the praise team: Plymouth Praise.
October 20: rehearse at 11:30
October 27: 8:45 rehearsal for 10:00 worship
Our Plymouth Praise Band prepares and leads worship once a month from October
through May; with more contemporary songs, typically, on the fourth Sunday of the month.
We are always open to new folk joining us. No experience necessary; just a heart for
music-making and a willingness to spend a little time in preparation.
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SHOEBOX COLLECTIONS
The collection item for October is TOYS.

HELP A HERO
Do you find yourself collecting many small unopened sample
bottles of hand sanitizer, hand/body lotion, shampoo conditioner,
or toothpaste that you can’t find a home for, please bring them to church. They will be
sent to the military for their use. If you don’t have UNOPENED, UNUSED bottles
laying around, please consider purchasing some. You will find a travel size section in most
stores’ Health and Beauty department. An easy mission that you can participate in. There
is now a red basket in the parlor to place your items. Collection will continue through
the month of October.

MISSION TEAM PREPARED FOR EMERGENCIES
As a continued mission with the help of our congregation, the Mission Team has prepared
school bags, hygiene kits, and emergency clean up kits delivered for use to Church World
Services. Church World Services has specific items requested for each of these projects.
In the fall, school bags have been sewn by Mission Team members and are filled with
school supplies. Hurricane Dorian has recently made landfall in North Carolina, where
clean-up efforts are underway. Emergency clean up buckets prepared by the Mission
members were already made and standing ready for delivery to these recent disaster
victims as well as hygiene kits. Your Mission Team is making a difference during national
disasters.

PLYMOUTH SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENTS
Andrew Zeman - attending UW Madison studying biomedical engineering.
Callahan Tully - attending UW LaCrosse studying business finance.
Adrian Dujardin - attending UW Oshkosh studying social work.
Gillian Letkewicz - attending UW Whitewater studying to become a physician’s assistant.
We congratulate all these students and wish them good luck in their endeavors!
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We’re getting back into the swing of things! Our first
LOGOS went wonderful! We had a great turnout and
enjoyed a couple activities getting to know each other
even better! Some upcoming dates to remember in
October:
OCT 2- LOGOS- The start of Christmas Pageant prep!
Yes... we said it... Christmas! We want to get a good start on this
wonderful production!
OCT 16- LOGOS- Wisconsin Sports Night (Wear your favorite WI team- Packers,
Brewers, Badgers, or Bucks)
OCT 23- LOGOS- Pirate/Shipwrecked- rescued by Jesus
OCT 30-LOGOS- HALLOWEEN PARTY (wear your Costume)
We are still looking for volunteers for LOGOS! Especially looking for someone to pick up 2 boys who want to come to LOGOS but do not have transportation. Whether it be your time or help with monetary donations. The
sign-up sheets are on the bulletin board by the entrance doors. A big thanks
to everyone who has already done so! Blessings!
~ Tracy and Becky

NEIGHBORS IN NEED OFFERING—
OCTOBER 6
It is time once again to support the Neighbors in Need
collection which is a special mission offering of the UCC
that supports ministries of justice and compassion
throughout the U.S.
One third of the mission supports the Council for
American Indian Ministries and 2/3rds goes to the
Justice and Witness Ministries (JWM) to support a variety of justice initiatives, advocacy
efforts and direct service projects. It supports an award-winning (Martin Luther King, Jr.
award) Whatcom Peace & Justice Center which tries educational efforts to reduce
violence. It also publishes Indykids (www.indykids.net) trying to raise awareness for
our kids at a young age on social issues.
On October 6th look for a special envelope in your bulletin. You can also just write
Neighbors In Need in the memo line on your check.
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Saturday, October 19th
Bella Vita
34816 Geneva Rd, Burlington
(Formerly Marinos—off Hwy 50)
TICKET SALES - $40 / a table of 8 for $300
Available at church on Sundays or
in the church office during the week
5:30 pm - Cocktail Hour
6:30 pm - Dinner
Loud & Silent Auctions, Raffles
and music to dance to!
Proceeds help to support our mission effort – both local & worldwide
This is Plymouth’s only fund raiser all year. All contributions greatly appreciated.
Donation/sponsor forms are available by the “Share A Basket” bulletin board in the parlor.
Contact: Plymouth Church at 262-763-6890 or office@plymouthucc.church for more information.

SHARE A BASKET!
We need baskets full of items that carry a theme for the
Silent Auction at our Fall event "Missions Possible" on Saturday,
October 19th. There are tags on the bulletin board in the parlor
with suggested themes. Please consider taking one or two of the
tags and sign your name on the list so we will know what is coming. I have several lovely baskets once again so if you just want to
gather items (new) and give it to me I'll be happy to create the
basket. If you have an idea of your own that you will be donating,
WONDERFUL! Please list that on the signup sheet as well.
We will be needing at least six larger filled baskets (higher value) for a raffle. Please consider
making one of these. This will all need to be completed by October 13th at the latest.
Any questions, give me a call at 534-3949.
Thank you for sharing, Jackie Kastengren and Nikki Burd
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We receive thanks from Candace and Mona….
Dear Pastor Bob and Members of Plymouth Church,
Once again, I write on behalf of the families of Village Mozayik in Haiti. We were so thankful to
receive your donation of $4250 in June, and then to receive an additional $2000 in August was
greatly appreciated. We want to let you know that a home will be built in response to your gifts
this past year.
Mona has been in Haiti since July 9th. He will return to Madison on Sept 16th. I was fortunate
enough to travel to Mozayik in mid August for a week with a group consisting of 2 RN's and a
young woman entering her senior year in High School. It is always a great gift to introduce new
people to this community, it's history and it's growth.
The two updates that I would like to share contain both good news and bad news. The unfortunate news is that due to severe weather in early July the outhouse pit collapsed due to heavy
rains. The foundation gave way and the entire building fell into the pit and was rendered unusable. When Mona arrived he got the crew busy to begin construction on a new and more
efficient community restroom that will have 3 flush toilets. This is a big move forward since the
community has known nothing but pit toilets for the past 10 years, maybe even longer than that.
The good news is that Blue Mango's ( a start up from MSOE in Milwaukee) really loves our dried
mangoes and has told the community they will purchase as many as they can produce. Blue
Mango's buys dried mango's from other cooperative communities throughout the world and we
have been told that their mango's will be sold in Target stores starting in the Spring of 2020. We
will do all we can to encourage the production and drying of mango's at Mozayik. The community
currently has 3 dehydrators, and would like to build more. The mango season will start up again
in late March. The training has been completed and the mangoes have been tested here in the
states by a 3rd party, so God willing the community will start producing dried mangoes under the
label of Blue Mango's.
In addition, we have applied for another grant which will allow us to continue the construction of
homes. We have 10 children enrolled and attending the nearby school this fall.
It is with very GRATEFULL hearts that we send this letter. Thank you again for believing in our
dream to re-build this community and truly change lives in Haiti.
May you continue to bless and be blessed.
Peace and love,
Candice and Mona
MONA ADDS….
Your good heart has changed life for 126 families in Haiti, as the community of Mozayik continues
to progress. We have purchased more land, a truck and a generator. 5 homes are completed
plus the community center, the music school and a guest house. By the grace of your donation,
a new home will be in construction this year! Thank you! May God bless you!
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Thank you for the scholarship I received via the Backlin Scholarship. It
means a lot to see that the community values my education and the work
that I have put into continuing with that education. Thank you guys so
much! It is a blessing.
- Andrew Zeman

I am extremely grateful to be a recipient of the Hoffman Scholarship. Know that I take my
college education very seriously, and the money is being put to good use. Many thanks.
- Callahan Tully

Wow! Thank you so much for choosing me as the recipient of your scholarship. You have
no idea what this means to me. I am so grateful. This will help me out so much this year.
UW-Whitewater just sent me a letter asking me to be a part of their National Honor Society.
So this month has been full of surprises. I will be forever grateful for this. Thank you so much!
-Gillian Letkewicz

Thank you so much for the scholarship! It will help with my tuition greatly! You have blessed
my life in such a big way.
- Adrian Dujardin

HELP NEEDED FOR LOVE MEAL
The Mission committee is looking for families
that would be interested in providing a meal at
the Love, Inc. meal site. Two or three families
could coordinate a meal. It is an experience for
your children to learn about serving others and
a wonderful opportunity for your family to give
back to our community. Volunteers are needed
for November 20 and December 18.
Please contact Julie Klaehn at 262-492-4713 if you
have questions or if you are answering this request. Thank you!
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2 - Reese Mushel
3 - Jamie Edwards
Aryia Horner
4 - Becky Daniels
5 - May Jagodzinski
Katherine Picazo
6 - Joan Shecterle
Kole Albrecht
7 - John Gibbon
8 - Carolyn Schoneck

9 - Steve Picazo
Tasha Escobar
10 - Lois Jones
12 - Ray Amdahl
Beth Picazo
13 - Ron Moersfelder
14 - Payton Campbell
Kaleigh Daniels
15 - Brady Mushel
16 - Charis Mitchell
17 - Ian Wanasek
18 - Andrew Picazo
19 - Brenda Robison
20 - Grace Keller
21 - Scott Hoffman
Pastor Bob Wang

22 - Barb Ray
Elysia Escobar
23 - Ryan Simenson
24 - Phil Rediger
25 -Dick Shecterle
26 - Lori Benstead
Justin & Sara Foster – October 3
27 - Janet Wren
Clayton & Kathy Kruse – October 5
Correne Wilson
Jason & Tamra Fricke – October 8
28 - Pam Moersfelder
Larry & Ellen Gyger – October 22
Hunter Kastengren
Chad & Jolene Peterson – October 27
29 - Pat Sandstrom
Tom Souther
Anabelle Kane-Terhorst
Congratulations to Dick Shecterle
30 - Steve Spitzer
who celebrates his 92nd birthday
31 - Steve Bella
on October 25th.

“Ladies Lunch Bunch”
Wednesday, October 2nd
at The Waterfront
Come for fun and pleasant conversation.
Order from the menu and pay for your own lunch.
If you need a ride, call the church office at 763-6890.
Here’s where we’ll be the next few months…
November 6 – Lucky Star
December 4 – Napoli’s

GAME DAY
Saturday, October 19th
11am—5pm
Bring a favorite game or
come learn a new one!

January 8 – Charcoal Grill
February 5 – Pine St. Café
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Fair Trade Coffee Project – Items sold 2nd Sunday of the month
Organic Tamari Roasted Almonds — $5.00 per package
Equal Exchange Teas — $3.00 per package
Regular Whole Bean and Ground Coffee — $7.00 per bag
Decaf Whole Bean and Ground Coffee — $8.00 per bag
Regular Flavored Coffees — $8.00 per bag
Hazelnut Decaf — $9.00 per bag
Hot Cocoa Mix — $6.00 per can
Equal Exchange Large Chocolate Bars — $2.50 each

We also have Women’s
Bean Project items:
Soup Mixes - $5.50 each
Cookie Mixes - $5.00
Iced Tea Mixes - $3.50
Dip Mixes - $3.75
Chocolate Covered Espresso Beans
- $5.75

Sharing Sunday — 1st Sunday of every month — All items go to Love, Inc.
Love’s food pantry continues to need your help!
The following non-perishable food and other items are greatly needed:
canned fruit, canned vegetables, soup
toothpaste, toothbrushes
mouth wash, shampoo
hair spray, hand soap
tissues, toilet paper
feminine hygiene products
diapers (all sizes)
canned spaghetti
macaroni, cereal
brown sugar, sugar
jelly, peanut butter
mayonnaise, mustard, catsup
laundry detergent
disposable razors
dish soap, deodorant
Monetary contributions are always accepted. Just place your check in the offering plate or mail it to Plymouth Church.

Blood pressure screening -October 13th
Blood pressure screening will take place in the Fireside Room following worship.
The daycare would like to thank all those who have supported them so faithfully over
the years by bringing in their Richter’s receipts. Now that Richter’s is closing, there is
still a way you can support the Children’s Center while you shop….but now its
through Amazon. If you shop on Amazon, simply go to smile.amazon.com from
your web browser and sign in to your Amazon account. You will then be asked to
choose an organization. Just type in Plymouth Children’s Center Inc. and select them as your charity of
choice. (You may also support multiple charities in this manner!) That’s IT!! Now, every time you shop,
just remember to go to smile.amazon.com instead of the regular Amazon site and a portion of the price of
your purchase will be donated to the Children’s Center. If you have Amazon on your favorites list, you
will want to change that as well to go right to smile.amazon.com.
Flowers for Sunday
If you would like to supply flowers for the altar on a Sunday, please sign up for a date on
our Flower Chart. It is located by the door in the parlor that leads to the nursery. Look
ahead to important dates in your life that you would like to commemorate by providing
flowers for our church service. We thank Marty Baker for the exquisite arrangements she
has been providing for the past several months. We have truly appreciated her gifts of
time and talent!!
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SUNDAY

Oct 6

COMMUNION
SERVERS

Oct 13

Oct 20

Oct 27

Oct 6: Bread – Betty Peterson
Carolyn Schoneck, LaVonne Howell, Elaine Burd

USHERS

Larry & Ellen Gyger
Kifflie Scott

Joe & Karen Iselin
Wally Brown

Tim & Kay Burd
Nikki Burd

Scott & Marilee Hoffman
Wayne Jenson

LITURGIST

Carolyn Schoneck

Jamie Edwards

Jim Burd

Toni Kranich

FELLOWSHIP
SERVERS

Bob & Janet Wren

Gidget Brown
Lori Benstead

Jim & Elaine Burd

Joel & Sara Graham

NURSERY CARE

Nikki Burd

Sara Graham

Katherine Picazo

Becky Daniels

AV OPERATOR

John Kranich

Dave Snyder

Aaron Jenson

Aaron Jenson

ACOLYTE

Nico Escobar

Aveah Daniels

Crue Freitag

Kaleigh Daniels

Deadline for the November issue of The Plymouth Epistle is
Wednesday, October 23.
Thanks, Beth

PLYMOUTH UCC STAFF
Rev. Robert E. Wang, Minister - 262-308-4180 (H)
Beth Picazo, Secretary
Stephanie Eveland, Financial Secretary
Becky Daniels & Tracy Freitag, Children’s Ministry
Jeffrey Hughes, Custodian
Marty Baker, Wedding Coordinator
Diane Olson, Organist & Bell Choir Director
Jamie Edwards, Choir Director
Lisa Carnahan, Choir Accompanist
PLYMOUTH CHILDREN’S CENTER
ADMINISTRATIVE STAFF
Sara Trewyn, Program Director
Phyllis Hancock, Assistant Director

REV. ROBERT WANG, MINISTER
OFFICE HOURS
Tuesday-Friday: 9:30 am to 4:30 pm
If possible, please call ahead to
make sure Pastor Bob is available.
PLYMOUTH UCC OFFICE HOURS
Beth: Monday - Thursday, 8:00 am. - 3:00 pm
Fridays, 8:00 am – 2:00 pm
Steph: Monday - Wednesday, 8:30 am - 2:30 pm
Church Office: 262-763-6890
Web Site: www.plymouthucc.church
Email: office@plymouthucc.church
Minister Email: pastor@plymouthucc.church
Financial Secretary Email: finance@plymouthucc.church
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Mon

Sun

Notes:
Steph will be out of the office
October 7-11

Tue

Wed

1

2

6:30pm Choir

Noon – Ladies Lunch
Bunch at
The Waterfront

Beth will be out of the office October 8

Thu

3

Fri

4

Sat

5

6:30am Men’s
Breakfast

5pm LOGOS
6:30pm Bell Choir

6

7

8:45am Choir Rehearsal
10:00am Worship –
Jim Burd preaching
10:15am Sunday School
11:00am Coffee & Conversation

8

9

10

10:30am
A.S.A.P.
6:30pm Choir

11

12

6:30am Men’s
Breakfast
6:30pm Operating
Council Meeting
6:30pm Bell Choir

13

14

8:45am Bell Choir Rehearsal
10:00am Worship
10:15am Sunday School
11:00am Coffee & Conversation
Fair Trade Sales
Blood Pressure Screening

20

6:30pm Choir

27

16

17

18

19

6:30am Men’s
Breakfast

11am
Game Day

5pm LOGOS
5:30pm
Missions
Possible
Fundraiser at
Bella Vita

6:30pm Bell Choir

21

8:45am Choir Rehearsal
10:00am Worship
10:15am Sunday School
11:00am Coffee & Conversation
11:30am Plymouth Praise
Noon Packer Party

8:45am Plymouth Praise
10:00am Worship
10:15am Sunday School
11:00am Coffee & Conversation

15

22

23

24

10:30am
A.S.A.P.
5pm LOGOS
6:30pm Choir
6:30pm Bell Choir

28

25
6:30am Men’s
Breakfast

29

30

6:30pm Choir

5pm LOGOS
6:30pm Bell Choir

31

26
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CONCREGATIONAL
UNITED CHURCH
OF CHRIST
124 W.
WASHINGTON
STREET
BURLINGTON, WI
53105-1478
262-763-6890
262-763-6802 FAX
ADDRESS SERVICE
REQUESTED
DATE MATERIAL
PLEASE DO NOT
DELAY
OCTOBER 2019
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We hope you like our monthly
newsletter. It is such a great
communicator of happenings at our
church. However, if you no longer
wish to be on our mailing list, please
notify us by either mail,
telephone
(262-763-6890)
or
email office@plymouthucc.church

You are invited to…

Our 8th Annual Heritage Sunday

November 17, 2019 at 10:00 am
Potluck luncheon to follow worship.

Please plan to join us for this
special celebration!

