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A Newsletter for the Members & Friends of Plymouth Congregational UCC, Burlington, WI
WORDS FROM WANG – “Homecoming: A Spiritual Journey”
I cease to be amazed with the miracle of flight. My favorite part of flying is the
moment when the pilot accelerates the aircraft allowing the front wheels to leave
the runway and in a few seconds you’re headed into the clouds. The wheels of the
jet that Judy and I flew last month took off from O’Hare airport and touched down
in Portland, Oregon in a little over three hours. From there, our daughter Mollie
took charge as our tour guide and, for the next ten days, we never stopped. From
the Mount Hood region, to the metro-Portland area, and eventually to the “Three
Cape” area of the Oregon coast, our vacation was filled with joys to satisfy all the
senses (especially our sense of taste!).
The plane we returned on touched down in Chicago on a clear afternoon after
circling out over Lake Michigan and coming into the runway from the east (a little
nerve racking). As difficult as it was to say goodbye to Mollie (I shed some tears
at the airport) and begin the journey home, there is always something very special
about returning to the familiar; the normal routines and comfortable surroundings.
It always takes a couple days to get back in the saddle, so to speak, but eventually
we do - but we cherish the new memories and the glorious images in our minds and
hearts of a summer vacation past.
In a way, our spiritual journeys go through the same process. I’m not asking for
confessions at this point, but many of us in the faith community do choose to allow
our attendance to drop off during the summer months. Quite frankly, if I wasn’t a
pastor I might find myself doing the same thing. I realize “keeping the sabbath day
holy,” as the commandment states, does not always assume attending church. So,
I simply have to assume many of you found other ways to accomplish the Sunday
holiness idea these past couple months.
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So, in the coming weeks it will be church homecoming time; that Sunday or Sundays
when people greet one another in church with appropriate “how you been”
remarks and truly relish the time together as we return to church and resume
normal routines in these comfortable surroundings. There is something very
spiritual about it, however. To come back together with memories of another
summer past but renewed in body, mind, and spirit as we experience the best of
what church can be and look forward to another season of worshipping and fellowshipping together. Happy homecoming time!
See ya’ in church.
Pastor Bob
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Worship Opportunities for September
September 1 – 13th Sunday After Pentecost
Scripture: Luke 11:14-1, 7-14
Sermon Theme: “The Table of Friendship
and Love”
Note: The Sacrament of Holy Communion
will be served

September 22 – 16th Sunday After Pentecost
Scripture: 1 Timothy 2:1-7
Sermon Theme: “The Next Thing To Godliness”
September 29 – 17th Sunday After Pentecost
Scripture: Psalm 146
Sermon Theme: “A Just God or Just God?”

September 8 – 14th Sunday After Pentecost
October 6 – 18th Sunday After Pentecost
Scripture: Luke 18:15-17
Sermon Theme: “Let the Children Come”
Note: The Sacrament of Holy Communion will be
served. Jim Burd, preaching.
September 15 – 15th Sunday After Pentecost
Note: John Gibbon, preaching

Packer Party– September 22 @ Noon
The tradition continues for Packers backers here at Plymouth. We come for
church and stay for the game; broadcast on our ten-foot screen. So, invite
some friends, bring the kids, enjoy some lunch and cheer on the Pack,
The plan is to order a party sub and determine an amount for every attendee
to kick in, based on attendance. Please plan to bring a side, snacks or dessert
to contribute to the meal. Here are dates for future Packer Parties for you to
put on your calendar:
October 20, November 10, December 8
GO PACK GO!!

Plymouth Praise – Fall In!
This is the official call to those who love to make music together. If you
have ears to hear and music in your heart then Fall In! After taking a
summer break from “organized” music now is the time to be a part of
one of our amazing music groups here at Plymouth Church. If you are
partial to lighter and more progressive worship music then join the praise
team: Plymouth Praise.
September 22: rehearse at 11:30
September 29: 8:45 rehearsal for 10:00 worship
Our Plymouth Praise Band prepares and leads worship once a month from September
through May; with more contemporary songs, typically, on the fourth Sunday of the month.
We are always open to new folk joining us. No experience necessary; just a heart for
music-making and a willingness to spend a little time in preparation.
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Our Choirs start their season!
The voice choir will have its first practice on Tuesday,
September 3rd at 6:30pm. The first Sunday that the choir
will be singing for the worship service is Sunday, September 8.
New members are always welcome! Please come join us!
The Bell Choir will begin their season with practice on
Wednesday, September 4th at 6:30. They will play during
worship on Sunday, September 22nd. We’d love to have
new ringers! Even if you’ve never played before, but think
its something you might enjoy, come check us out!
Where did summer go?! It always goes by in the blink of an eye,
and we are once again getting kids ready for the school year.
Hopefully everyone had a great summer, and are ready to dive into
another year of fun whether in Sunday school or LOGOS! We
are looking forward to this year - seeing all of our “old” faces, and
hopefully some new ones, too!
Some important dates to put on your calendar: September 8: first Sunday School, as
well as LOGOS Sunday during service. September 18: first LOGOS! If anyone is
interested in volunteering some time with the Children’s Ministry, please reach out to
Becky or Tracy! We are always in need of help, no matter how much or little time you
have to commit!
- Becky Daniels & Tracy Freitag
Here are pictures from Vacation Bible School in August…..LEGO and Let God!!
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Dick Peterson recognized for 50 years of service to the City of
Burlington Fire Department….
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PLYMOUTH TO HOST STEWARDSHIP EVENT – September 21 (9:00-1:00)
The Wisconsin Conference announced earlier this year the hiring of Rev. Andrew Warner,
to serve as Director of Development. Andrew leads the fundraising efforts of the conference, supports the planned giving and effective philanthropy of congregations, and
works to organize a foundation based on a community foundation model for the endowments of the conference and congregations.
Before joining the conference staff in 2019, Andrew served for twenty-two years as pastor
of Plymouth Church UCC of Milwaukee, a vibrant and inclusive Christian community.
Through faith-based leadership and board service, Andrew developed as a leader who
connects people’s deepest passions with generative opportunities and initiatives.
Andrew also serves as a Generosity Outreach Officer of the national setting of the
UCC. In that role he trains, coaches, and mentors conference and congregational leaders
across the country to strengthen the culture of generosity in the UCC. Working collaboratively with staff of the national setting, conferences and congregations, Andrew will
design workshops, presentations, and resources on philanthropy and development of best
practices.
Pastor Bob spoke with Andrew this spring and invited him to come to Burlington to lead
us in a worship on stewardship and giving. Over the summer the invitation was widened
to include our fellow UCC churches in the area making us the host of a blessed day of
sharing and exploring together what stewardship could look like twelve months out of
the year. We will gather at 9:00 and conclude with lunch.
To be able to show our hospitality Tasha Escobar is looking for a few volunteers to help
prepare and serve those attending which will most likely be around 20-25 people. Please
notify Tasha or the church office is you want to volunteer, or if you simply want to attend
and be informed. We’re asking for at least a five dollar donation to cover food costs.

A SHOUT OUT to our teens!
We have several ways that you can get involved in the
life of your church! You could help with volunteer
opportunities such as ushering, running the AV or
serving fellowship (with a parent). Contact Beth in the
church office and let us know what you are interested
in doing and we’ll get you on the schedule!
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Saturday, October 19th
5:30pm at Bella Vita
Off Hwy 50 in New Munster
Tickets available soon!

Dinner, Music,
Silent Auction
Loud Auction…
And more!

SHARE A BASKET…..
We need baskets full of items that carry a theme for the Silent
Auction at our Fall event "Missions Possible" on Saturday,
October 19.
There will be tags on the bulletin board in the parlor with suggested
themes. Please consider taking one or two of the tags and sign your name
on the list so we will know what is coming. I have several lovely baskets
once again so if you just want to gather items (new) and give it to me I'll be
happy to create the basket. If you have an idea of your own that you will be
donating, WONDERFUL! Please list that on the signup sheet as well.
We will be needing at least six larger filled baskets (higher
value) for a raffle this year. Please consider making one of
these. This will all need to be completed by October 13th
at the latest. Any questions, give Jackie a call at 534-3949.
Thanks for sharing!
- Jackie Kastengren & Nikki Burd

Volume XIV Issue IX

Page 7

LOTS OF LOVE
AT RIVERVIEW MANOR
The Mission team had the privilege and honor of serving our
wonderful friends at Riverview Manor on Sunday, August 4. The
time was filled with wonderful food and renewing old friendships with the residents. One precious lady couldn’t stopping
hugging us and telling us how much she appreciated the meal,
bag of cookies, and the cutest table decorations. In addition, Karen always makes 3 different desserts for them to enjoy. They are all so warm, welcoming, and very grateful. It’s
very humbling to be able to bring smiles to their faces twice a year. We were asked
where Pastor Bob was as they look forward to him entertaining them with his guitar and
songs. Take note, Pastor Bob, you were missed! We are blessed to be back early in February 2020 to share another great time with them.

SEPTEMBER SHOEBOX COLLECTION ITEMS…

Socks and Bandanas

Congratulations to Kole and Natalie Albrecht on the birth
of their son, Wesley Arvid Albrecht. Wesley was born
August 13, 2019. Proud Grandma is Jill Albrecht. God’s
blessings on this new family!
New email addresses:
Cheryl & Tony Furlick—tochfurlick@gmail.com
Scott Hoffman—richardscotthoffman@gmail.com
New address:
Jamie Edwards
390—18th Ave
Union Grove, WI 53182
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1 - Paul Edwards
2 - Reid Moen
3 - Juliana Pieters
5 - Steve Sullivan
7 - Joe Iselin
Jess Moen
8 - Ron Patla
Heather Kane-Terhorst
Allison Dukes
9 - Jeff Keller
Chad Kane -Terhorst
Spencer Warner
Crue Freitag

11 - CJ VanSwol
12 - Julie Springer
Eliza Fricke
13 - Tim Burd
14 - Jenn Brenner
17 - Tami Soetenga
Adriana Burd
18 - Kelsey Bonner
Ali Knight
20 - Ellen Gyger

Jeff & Molly Keller - September 6
Scott & Peggy Behnke – September 11
Dave & Pat Brown – September 12
Gary & Pam Peterson – September 13
Ron & Carol Berndt - September 16

21 - Kim Kerkhoff
Kelly Iselin
22 - Toni Kranich
24 - Aveah Daniels
25 - Marissa Escobar
26 - Christine Schultz
27 - Jill Rehberg
Rod Benstead
Dave Kerkhoff
Chrystal Hameau
30 - Margie Jay
Kathy Kruse

Dave & Deanna Snyder – September 19
Rod & Lori Benstead - September 22
Nick & Anna Rothering – September 27
John & Leslie Wanasek – September 30

Game Day
Saturday, September 21st
11am—5pm
This month we will meet
downstairs in Fellowship Hall.
Bring a game to play or
just come to learn
something new!
“Ladies Lunch Bunch”
Wednesday, September 4th
Pine Street Café
Come for fun and pleasant conversation.
Order from the menu and pay for your own lunch.
If you need a ride, call the church office at 763-6890.
Here’s where we’ll be the next few months…
October 2 – The Waterfront
November 6 – Lucky Star

December 4 – Napoli’s
January 8 – Charcoal Grill
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Fair Trade Coffee Project – Items sold 2nd Sunday of the month
Organic Tamari Roasted Almonds — $5.00 per package
Equal ExchangeTeas — $3.00 per box
Regular Whole Bean and Ground Coffee — $7.00 per bag
Decaf Whole Bean and Ground Coffee — $8.00 per bag
Regular Flavored Coffees — $8.00 per bag
Hazelnut Decaf — $9.00 per bag
Hot Cocoa Mix — $6.00 per can
Equal Exchange Large Chocolate Bars — $2.50 each

We also have Women’s
Bean Project items:
Soup Mixes - $5.50 each
Cookie Mixes - $5.00
Iced Tea Mixes - $3.50
Dip Mixes - $3.75
Chocolate Covered Espresso Beans
- $5.75

Sharing Sunday — 1st Sunday of every month — All items go to Love, Inc.
Love’s food pantry continues to need your help! The following non-perishable food and other items are greatly
needed:
canned fruit, canned vegetables, soup
toothpaste, toothbrushes
mouth wash, shampoo
hair spray, hand soap
tissues, toilet paper
feminine hygiene products
diapers (all sizes)
canned spaghetti
macaroni, cereal
brown sugar, sugar
jelly, peanut butter
mayonnaise, mustard, catsup
laundry detergent
disposable razors
dish soap, deodorant
Monetary contributions are always accepted. Just place your check in the offering plate or mail it to Plymouth Church.

Blood pressure screening -September 8th
Blood pressure screening will take place
In the parlor kitchen following worship.

Plymouth Children’s Center receives funds from grocery stores
Plymouth Children’s Center collects grocery receipts from Richter’s Marketplace. We
receive 1% of the total on the receipts. Richter’s Marketplace receipts require a
Funds for Friends sticker on the back. There is a blue box on the table outside the office door that you can put the receipts in. Thank you for your continued support..

Flowers for Sunday
If you would like to supply flowers for the altar on a Sunday, please sign up for a date on
our new Flower Chart. It is located by the door in the parlor that leads to the nursery
and the church offices. Look ahead to important dates in your life that you would like to
commemorate by providing flowers for our church service. We thank Marty Baker for
the exquisite arrangements she has been providing for the past several months. We have
truly appreciated her gifts of time and talent!!
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Sept 1

Sept 8

Sept 15

Sept 22

Sept 29

Sept 1: Bread – Lori Benstead
LaVonne Howell, Barb Freeman

USHERS

Glenn Stoll
Nikki Burd

Ron & Pam
Moersfelder
Pat Sandstrom

Barb Freeman
Tyler Daniels

Deb Lindell
Jackie Kastengren
Paul Gander

Joe & Karen Iselin
Don Howell

LITURGIST

Lori Benstead

Kifflie Scott

Don Howell

Carolyn Schoneck

Jim Burd

FELLOWSHIP
SERVERS

Nikki Burd
Marissa Post

Ron & Pam
Moersfelder

Bob & Jackie
Kastengren

Dick & Betty
Peterson

Joe & Karen Iselin

NURSERY CARE

NO NURSERY

Ellen Gyger

Becky Daniels

Meghan Peterson

Joel Graham

AV OPERATOR

John Kranich

Dave Snyder

Ron Patla

Aaron Jenson

Aaron Jenson

Deadline for the October issue of The Plymouth Epistle is
Monday, September 23.
Thanks, Beth

PLYMOUTH UCC STAFF
Rev. Robert E. Wang, Minister - 262-308-4180 (H)
Beth Picazo, Secretary
Stephanie Eveland, Financial Secretary
Becky Daniels & Tracy Freitag, Children’s Ministry
Jeffrey Hughes, Custodian
Marty Baker, Wedding Coordinator
Diane Olson, Organist & Bell Choir Director
Jamie Edwards, Choir Director
Lisa Carnahan, Choir Accompanist
PLYMOUTH CHILDREN’S CENTER
ADMINISTRATIVE STAFF
Sara Trewyn, Program Director
Phyllis Hancock, Assistant Director

REV. ROBERT WANG, MINISTER
OFFICE HOURS
Tuesday-Friday: 9:30 am to 4:30 pm
If possible, please call ahead to make sure
Pastor Bob is available
PLYMOUTH UCC OFFICE HOURS
Beth: Monday - Thursday, 8:00am – 3:00pm
Fridays, 8:00am – 2:00pm
Steph: Monday-Wednesday, 8:30pm – 2:30pm
Church Office: 262-763-6890
Web Site: www.plymouthucc.church
Email: office@plymouthucc.church
Minister Email: pastor@plymouthucc.church
Financial Secretary Email:finance@plymouthucc.church
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Sun

1

Mon

2

Tue

3

4

6:30pm Choir

Noon – Ladies Lunch
Bunch at Pine St.
Café

10:00am Worship
11:00am Coffee & Conversation

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

5

6

7

11

12

13

14

6:30pm Operating
Council meeting

6:30pm

20

21

6:30pm Bell Choir

8

9

10

8:45am Choir Rehearsal

10:30am

10:00am Worship

A.S.A.P.

10:15am Sunday School

6:30pm Choir

11:00am Coffee & Conversation

Missions Team
Meeting

6:30pm Bell Choir

15

16

17

18

19

8:45am Choir
10:00am Worship – John Gibbon
preaching

6:30pm Choir

9am - 1pm
Stewardship
Workshop

5pm LOGOS

10:15am Sunday School
11:00am Coffee & Conversation

22

23

8:45am Bell Choir
10:00am Worship

24

25

10:30am
A.S.A.P.

5pm LOGOS

6:30pm Choir

6:30pm Bell Choir

10:15am Sunday School
11:00am Coffee & Conversation
11:30am Plymouth Praise

29
8:45am Plymouth Praise
10:00am Worship
10:15am Sunday School
11:00am Coffee & Conversation

11am Game
Day

6:30pm Bell Choir

30

26

27

28

PLYMOUTH
CONCREGATIONAL
UNITED CHURCH
OF CHRIST
124 W.
WASHINGTON
STREET
BURLINGTON, WI
53105-1478
262-763-6890
262-763-6802 FAX
ADDRESS SERVICE
REQUESTED
DATE MATERIAL
PLEASE DO NOT
DELAY
SEPTEMBER 2019
EPISTLE

We hope you like our monthly
newsletter. It is such a great
communicator of happenings at our
church. However, if you no longer
wish to be on our mailing list, please
notify us by either mail,
telephone
(262-763-6890)
or email office@plymouthucc.church

For questions and reservations, contact Jackie at 534-3949.

