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WORDS FROM WANG – “Old Time Religion; We’ve Got the Beat”
I am sitting here in my office and as I write I am being blessed with some very
inspiring background music being provided by Marcia Harlfinger who is practicing
the Steinway piano in preparation for Sunday morning. She is playing a medley of
some of the most beloved hymns of the past; you know, the ones “we all love to
hear” (that is, if you were born before 1960).
But seriously, most of you know how much I love to lift and share some of the
“contemporary” church and worship songs that have been written with a new
generation in mind. But having grown up in what I refer to as the “tweener”
generation I still enjoy some of the great hymn classics.

Special points of
interest:
Worship at the Keller’s
Pond and
Church Picnic
Feed My Starving
Children

And what is it about old hymns that move us in the way they do? That old musical
canon of mostly 18th and 19th and early 20th century hymns move us for, but not
limited to the following reasons; they stir our memory, remind of our past, for
the message of the lyrics, and last but not least, for their melody, musicality and
harmonization. Similarly, those who lead worship choose hymns for a variety of
reasons. Sometimes the reason for the hymn choice is the great theology or its
connection to scripture, sometimes the thematic value, and sometimes too, for the
musicality of the song. And on a really good day, all the above is accomplished.
But for many a worshipper, quite often the biggest reason a hymn touches them is
its nostalgic value (we’re all sentimentalists there’s no denying). Yes, often a particular
hymn stirs a certain emotion in us and/or is often connected to childhood memories.
Pure nostalgia, however, or a longing for the “good ole’ days” or the “gimme that old
time religion” attitude can be problematic. In short, when we judge a hymn solely on
its ability to appeal to our emotional or the nostalgic reaction it evokes, we defeat, on
some level, the intention of the hymn writer’s work.

Inside this Issue
Vacation Bible
School

3

Birthdays &
anniversaries

3

Mission News

4

Pride Fair

4

July Volunteers 6
July Calendar

7

Without a doubt, the old hymns remind us of our heritage and the many traditions
established by our forebears. The hymns we sing remind us of our founders, our
history, and our doctrinal distinctives. And without the great hymns we would lose
touch with our past. And to come full circle, hymns of the past can be sung in a
modified “setting” to give them a broader appeal (no, we’re not heretics for doing
this). In other words, we can give them a slightly different beat or accompany them
tastefully with different instrumentation and still honor those who have gone before
us.
In short, we should keep in mind Paul’s words to the Colossians (3:16-17) “Let the
word of Christ dwell in you richly; teach and admonish one another in all wisdom; and with
gratitude in your hearts sing psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs to God. And whatever
you do, in word or deed, do everything in the name of Jesus, giving thanks to God through
him.”
See ya’ in church. Pastor Bob
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Worship Opportunities for July
July 7 – 5th Sunday After Pentecost
Scripture: Luke 10:1-11, 16-20
Sermon Theme: “Shaking the Dust Off Our Feet”
Note: The Sacrament of Holy Communion will be
served

July 21 – 7th Sunday After Pentecost
Scripture: Luke 10:38-42
Sermon Theme: “The Gospel of Mr. Rogers”
Worship at 10:00 (church) and 11:45 ( at
Keller’s pond followed by church picnic)

July 14 – 6th Sunday After Pentecost
Scripture: Luke 10:25-37
Sermon Theme: “Daring And Caring”

July 28– 8th Sunday After Pentecost
Scripture: Luke 11:1-13
Sermon Theme: “Be Vigilant, Be Open, and
Believe”
August 4 – 9th Sunday After Pentecost
Rev. John Gibbon preaching
Note: The Sacrament of Holy Communion
will be served

Plymouth Praise – Summer Music - July
We are signed up to do special music for July 7. We will plan on
having our usual rehearsal the Sunday prior. Hope most of our musicians
will be available those two dates. Here’s hoping all are having a happy and
restful summer.
June 30 @ 11:30 – PP Rehearsal
July 7 @ 8:45 – Rehearsal to lead worship at 10:00
Our Plymouth Praise Band prepares and leads worship once a
month from September through May; with more contemporary songs,
typically, on the fourth Sunday of the month. We are always open to new folk joining us. No
experience necessary; just a heart for music-making and a willingness to spend a little time in
preparation.
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Church Picnic: 1
2:30
Bring: A Dish to
Pass,
and Lawn Chairs.
Pool for swimmin
g and
Tennis court ava
ilable!

Sunday July 21
Worship at KELLER’s Pond & Church Picnic
Note new location!
See sign-up sheet and directions on ushers table or call the church office.
See green box above for what to bring!
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FEED MY STARVING CHILDREN
Once again we will be going to volunteer at Feed My Starving Children in Libertyville, Illinois on
Saturday, July 13. We will gather at the church at 8 am to carpool and arrive there by 9 am. We
volunteer for two hours and we're back in Burlington around noon. If you haven't come to this event
before we hope you will give it a try.
It's a thrilling experience to see how many nourishing dry meals we can pack in this short time. Everyone is welcome but the youngest must be at least 6 years old and with an adult. Please consider
coming along and sign up in the Church Office. We have reserved 20 slots and need a final count by
July 7. Any questions, give Jackie Kastengren a call at 534-3949 .

OPERATING COUNCIL MEETING AT PASTOR’S HOME – July 10 @ 6:30 p.m..
For several years now I have had the pleasure of hosting a summer meeting of the Operating
Council at my home in Bristol. And this year will be no exception and will include the newly installed
OC member, Tasha Escobar and Vice-Moderator, Nikki Burd. We will conduct business on our deck
and when we conclude will gather for a campfire in our woodland cove (weather permitting, of
course). So, be sure to dress informal. I’ll provide the bug repellent if needed and will ask Judy, nicely
to help prepare a homemade dessert for all to enjoy.

Vacation Bible School will be July 29, 30 , 31 and August 1 from
5:30pm –6:30pm, for ages 3 years old thru 4th grade. We are
planning lots of fun activities...more info to come! Please contact
the church office with any questions and to sign your child up for
VBS.
Blessings,
Tracy Freitag & Becky Daniels, Children’s Ministry Directors

3 -Kathy Hartlage
5 - Amber Wilson
6 - Toni Meinel
Paul Schultz
7 - Ian Lunderskov
8 - Elaine Burd
10 - Tim Ellingstad
12 - Natalie Dukes
13 - Olivia Wanasek
15 - Mary Lenz
Jenna Lindell

17 - Rachel Jones
18 - Nikki Burd
Eli King
20 - Gary Jagodzinski
22 - Rob King
24 - Kay Burd
27 - Isabelle Jagodzinski
29 - Olin Ellingstad
Saije Foster
30 - Dan Iselin
31 - Christian Brenner

Don & Julie Klaehn – July 8
Chris Warner & Robyn Kay – July 9
David & Judy Heinz – July 10
Steve & Tami Soetenga – July 14
Joel & Sara Graham – July 22
Ben & Allie Zusan – July 24
Bob & Judy Wang – July 30
Phil & Stephanie Rediger – July 31
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Military Mission (Help a Hero)
The summer travel season is upon us so while out traveling the country and
staying at hotels, be mindful of the small bottle of products that you didn’t open.
The Mission Team is again collecting them in September to send to military
personnel.
If not traveling, do you find yourself collecting many small unopened sample
bottles of hand sanitizer, hand/body lotion, shampoo, hair conditioner, or toothpaste that you can’t find a home for, please bring them to church. There will be a
box or basket to place them in September. So go check your bathroom closets and drawers for items
you may have gotten from your previous hotel stays. An easy mission that you can participate in.

Riverview Manor Summer Luncheon
One of our favorite community missions is to make and serve a luncheon to the wonderful residents of
Riverview Manor. On Sunday, August 4 we will be hosting our much anticipated summer luncheon. We
have made many friends over the years and look forward to seeing all of them.
PRIDE FAIR 2019 – Saturday, August 17 (10:00-3:00)
Veterans Park
100 West Walworth Street
Elkhorn, WI 53121

This is what the planners are saying about Pride Fair: We are very excited about this event. We are always asked by members of the
LGBTQ community, "What's around here for us?" We hear you and
share your frustration about not knowing what services are in our
area, or what businesses are LGBTQ friendly. Now, more than ever,
we all want to feel safe...at home, when looking for help, or wanting to socialize.
We are giving local service providers, businesses, churches, vendors, and artisans the opportunity to
set up booths and share with Walworth County's LGBTQ community and its supporters how they may
be of service to them.”
And this is what Plymouth Church is doing as an Open and Affirming Church. For the 2 nd year now,
we have signed up to have a booth with our church name and rainbow flag adorning our canopy. Pastor
Bob is looking for a few volunteers to brainstorm operations on how we may best represent ourselves
and present our message to the community that we are an inclusive church. Anyone interested in being
on the team and participating at any level, please talk to Pastor Bob. More details to follow.
“Ladies Lunch Bunch”
July 3 at Noon
Napoli’s
Here’s where we will meet in the upcoming months
so you can put the information on your calendar.
August 7– Charcoal Grill
September 4 – Pine St. Café

October 2– The Waterfront
November 6 – Lucky Star
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Fair Trade Coffee Project – 2nd Sunday of the month
Organic Tamari Roasted Almonds — $5.00 per package
Equal Exchange Teas - $3.00 per package
Regular Whole Bean and Ground Coffee — $7.00 per bag
Decaf Whole Bean and Ground Coffee — $8.00 per bag
Regular Flavored Coffees — $8.00 per bag
Hazelnut Decaf — $9.00 per bag
Hot Cocoa Mix — $6.00 per can
Equal Exchange Large Chocolate Bars — $2.50 each

We also have Women’s
Bean Project items:
Soup Mixes - $5.50 each
Cookie Mixes - $5.00
Iced Tea Mixes - $3.50
Dip Mixes - $3.75
Chocolate Covered
Espresso Beans - $5.75

Sharing Sunday — 1st Sunday of every month — All items go to Love, Inc.
Love’s food pantry continues to need your help! The following non-perishable food and other items are greatly
needed:
canned fruit, canned vegetables, soup
toothpaste, toothbrushes
mouth wash, shampoo
hair spray, hand soap
tissues, toilet paper
feminine hygiene products
diapers (all sizes)
canned spaghetti
macaroni, cereal
brown sugar, sugar
jelly, peanut butter
mayonnaise, mustard, catsup
laundry detergent
disposable razors
dish soap, deodorant
Monetary contributions are always accepted. Just place your check in the offering plate or mail it to Plymouth Church.

Plymouth Children’s Center
receives funds from grocery stores
Plymouth Children’s Center collects
grocery receipts from Richter’s Marketplace. We receive 1% of the total on the receipts. Richter’s
Marketplace receipts require a Funds for Friends sticker on the
back. There is a blue box on the table outside their office door
that you can put the receipts in. Thank you for your continued
support.
Flowers for Sunday
If you would like to supply flowers for the
altar on a Sunday, please sign up for a date
on our Flower Chart. It is located by the
door in the parlor that leads to the nursery.
Look ahead to important dates in your life
that you would like to commemorate by
providing flowers for our church service.
We thank Marty Baker for the exquisite arrangements she has
been providing. We have truly appreciated her gifts of time
and talent!!

JULY 20th – GAME DAY
11AM – 5PM
Bring something to play, or come
and learn something new!
Young, old, and in-between, all are
welcome!
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July 7

July 14

July 21

July 28

10:00 am

10:00 am

10:00 am

10:00 am

July 7: Bread – Lori Benstead
Toni Kranich, John Gibbon

USHERS

Scott & Peggy Behnke

Don Howell
Kifflie Scott

Tim & Kay Burd

Diane Hanson
Steph Eveland

LITURGIST

Lori Benstead

Steve Sullivan

John Gibbon

Sara Graham

FELLOWSHIP
SERVERS

Nikki Burd
Beth Picazo

Bob & Janet Wren

Church picnic
at Keller’s

Joel & Sara Graham

AV OPERATOR

John Kranich

Ron Patla

Katherine Picazo

Aaron Jenson

OFFICE NOTES:
Deadline for August issue of The Plymouth Epistle is Friday, July 19.
If you have cancelled your landline and are only using cell phones,
please make sure we have your numbers! Thank you!

PLYMOUTH UCC STAFF
Rev. Robert E. Wang, Minister - 262-308-4180 (H)
Beth Picazo, Secretary
Stephanie Eveland, Financial Secretary
Becky Daniels & Tracy Freitag, Children’s Ministry
Jeffrey Hughes, Custodian
Marty Baker, Wedding Coordinator
Diane Olson, Organist & Bell Choir Director
Jamie Edwards, Choir Director
Lisa Carnahan, Choir Accompanist
PLYMOUTH CHILDREN’S CENTER
ADMINISTRATIVE STAFF
Sara Trewyn, Program Director
Phyllis Hancock, Assistant Director

REV. ROBERT WANG, MINISTER
OFFICE HOURS
Tuesday-Friday: 9:30 am to 4:30 pm
If possible, please call ahead to
make sure Pastor Bob is available.
PLYMOUTH UCC SUMMER OFFICE HOURS
Beth: Monday - Thursday, 8:30 am. - 12:30 pm
Steph: Monday - Wednesday: 8:30 am - 2:00 pm
Fridays, Office closed
Church Office: 262-763-6890
Web Site: www.plymouthucc.church
Email: office@plymouthucc.church
Minister Email: pastor@plymouthucc.church
Financial Secretary Email: finance@plymouthucc.church
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July 2019
Sun

Mon

1

Tue

2

Wed

3

Thu

4

Fri

Sat

5

6

11

12

13

Noon – Ladies Lunch
Bunch at Napoli’s
Church office
closed

7

8

9

10

10:00am Worship
6:30pm Operating
Council meeting at
Pastor Bob’s house

11:00am Coffee & Conversation

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

22

23

24

25

26

27

Notes:
Beth will be on vacation
July 30 - August 2

10:00am Worship
11:00am Coffee & Conversation

21
10:00am Worship

10:30am
A.S.A.P.

11:45am Worship at Keller’s Pond
12:30pm All Church Picnic at Keller’s

28

29

30

31

10:00am Worship

VBS

VBS

VBS

5:30-6:30pm

5:30-6:30pm

5:30-6:30pm

11:00am Coffee & Conversation

Pastor Bob will be on vacation
July 29 - August 11

PLYMOUTH
CONCREGATIONAL
UNITED CHURCH
OF CHRIST
124 W.
WASHINGTON
STREET
BURLINGTON, WI
53105-1478
262-763-6890
262-763-6802 FAX
ADDRESS SERVICE
REQUESTED
DATED MATERIAL
PLEASE DO NOT
DELAY
JULY 2019
EPISTLE
We hope you like our monthly
newsletter. It is such a great
communicator of happenings at our
church. However, if you no longer
wish to be on our mailing list, please
notify us by mail, telephone
(262-763-6890)
or email office@plymouthucc.church

MONTHLY SHOEBOX DONATION LIST:
July – flip flops
August – school supplies (pencils are most important)

SMALL CHANGE DAYS - June 30th and Sept 29th
Please start saving your change and bring it to church!
Donations go to the “Give Safe Water for Life” project,
which provides water filtration and clean water access to the
most vulnerable around the world.

