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WORDS FROM WANG – “Well, It’s Groundhog Day…Again”
Year after year, season after season, time and time again it the same thing…
the circle of life continues. And there’s nothing we can do about it as the clock
keeps ticking. It’s called the hands of time. It allows the sun to rise and set; and
with the passing of each day we grow older and older. We can mourn it, or we can
celebrate; we can complain, or we can give praise and recognize that we are truly
blessed.
I confess that I am completely obsessed with the movie Groundhog Day and
feel the need to apologize every time I reference it in a sermon or an Epistle article.
But quite frankly, like the countless stories within our faith tradition, it never gets
old to me. How can it? Because it touches on some basic human realties (like the
cycles of life); issues and truths about the human psyche.
And just in case you just got off the boat and have not heard me reference it
(or, God forbid, have not seen the movie), Phil Connors is a weatherman assigned
to cover the Groundhog Day festivities in Punxsutawney, PA and every day he
wakes up it’s February 2nd; Groundhog Day. This goes on for what seems like an
eternity but eventually he breaks the cycle and at the end of the film the calendar
finally turns, and it’s finally tomorrow. In the process, however, Phil undergoes a
major transformation in his life; his personality and entire outlook change.
And is this not like our view on life and living at times; that we can’t seem to
break out of our old selfish habits? Is this not typical of so many of us who can’t
seem to see beyond what’s familiar and engrained in us? Because, no matter how
hard we try, it seems that some things will never change. And lastly, is life not just a
rehearsal for the big production number before us?
What finally clicks for Phil Connors? He realizes that he needs to be thinking
of the needs of others and not just focus on advancing his own career or only
fulfilling his own needs. And in the process, he learns French, plays games that
improve his agility, he helps others, and he even becomes proficient at ice sculpting
and playing the piano. In short, life takes practice. And every day we live it, if
convicted enough, we can become a better person than we were the day before.
But we have to work at it; we have to be intentional about it.
But Groundhog Day is also parable about grace. That no matter how many
days we spend failing to care or doing only for ourselves, our God still waits
patiently for us to wake up and break out of our little bubble. No matter how many
times we get it wrong or fall flat on our face, our God says, “try again.” No matter
how many times we fall short in achieving our full potential, God says, “I still love
you and want you to succeed.” Or as the refrigerator magnet says, “Be patient;
God is not finished with me yet.”
Well, it’s Groundhog Day…again. And that must mean we’re going through
another season of change; with all the growing pains that go with it. Maybe this is
the year we finally get it right…or not. But we keep trying.
See ya’ in church.
Pastor Bob
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Worship Opportunities for February
February 3 – 4th Sunday after Epiphany
Scripture: Luke 4:21-30
Sermon Theme: “Straight Talk on Race (Part 2)”
Note: The Sacrament of Holy Communion will
be served

February 24 – 7th Sunday after Epiphany
Scripture: Luke 6:27-38
Sermon Theme: “Mixology 101”

February 10 – 5th Sunday after Epiphany
Scripture: Luke 5:1-11
Sermon Theme: “Hook, Line, and Sinker”

March 3 – Last Sunday after Epiphany
Scripture: Luke 9:28-36
Sermon Theme: “Why So Hush, Hush?”
Note: The Sacrament of Holy Communion
will be served

February 17 – 6th Sunday after Epiphany
Scripture: Luke 6:17-26
Sermon Theme: “The Woes of Privilege”

March 6 – Ash Wednesday
6:00 – Soup Supper
7:00 – Worship in Sanctuary

Plymouth Praise – February 24th
Love, love, love. The gospel in one word is love.
Love your neighbor as yourself, love, love, love.
Perhaps the most holiday deprived month is February; so Hallmark
created the love holiday. So, come sing about love (or in this case,
cocktails. Seriously, look at the sermon title for the 24 th).
The month of February looks like this:
Rehearsals: February 17th @ 11:30 (after worship), and 8:45 a.m. on the 24 th .
Lead worship: at 10:00 a.m. on the 24th
Our Plymouth Praise Band prepares and leads worship once a month with more contemporary songs, typically, on the fourth Sunday of the month. We are always open to new
folk joining us. No experience necessary; just a heart for music-making and a willingness
to spend a little time in preparation.
VALENTINE’S COOKES FOR SHUT INS…..
Valentine cookies will be needed for Sunday, Feb 3rd when
we plan to make cookie plates for our shut ins. Also, if you know
of someone that needs a "pick me up" and some love please give
Beth (in the office) the name and address. If you can't be there on
the 3rd please leave the cookies in the upstairs kitchen labeled for
shut ins. Thank you for helping with this project.
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SUNDAY LUNCH MATINEES – Sunday, February 24: “Selma”
As we continue to the conversations on race and privilege what better way to engage
one another than to have a discussion on one of the many great films made to raise
awareness and ultimately, stir us to act. Perhaps one of the most appropriate and more
recent such films is the movie, Selma. Selma is the story of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.'s
historic struggle to secure voting rights for all people – a dangerous and terrifying campaign that culminated with the epic march from Selma to Montgomery, Alabama, and led
to President Johnson signing the Voting Rights Act of 1965.
Youth should watch this film, but the film is rated PG13. Other than some bad language
and footage depicting the violence inflicted, it is pretty safe for young viewers. As always,
parents should make that determination. These types of films warrant a debriefing and
an informal discussion which we will encourage after we view the film together.
At this point, the plan is to gather (after worship) a little before noon, discuss pizza
preferences and call in our order, begin viewing the film and pause for a few moments
when the pizza is delivered. Perhaps we will make popcorn to munch before the pizza
arrives. Any volunteers wishing to help with setup etc. would be welcome. Also, anyone
wishing to bring a dessert and/or a relish/salad dish be great too.
A sign-up sheet/clipboard will be available on usher’s stand for folk to let us know of
their interest in attending

Plymouth Cookbook correction!
If you have purchased a 160th Anniversary Plymouth Cookbook,
please make note of the following correction in your copy:
In the Appetizer section on the 2nd page, please find Gidget’s
Addictive Corn Dip recipe and add the following ingredient:
3 or 4 chopped green onions, tops and all.
Also, please check to see if you have added Rhubarb Muffins to the Breads and
Breakfast section and Christmas Nuggets to the Dessert section. You can get these
2 recipes from the church office if you don’t have them.
We do still have some cookbooks in the office, so if you haven’t bought one yet, its not
too late!! (I have made the above additions to the books that have not been sold yet.)
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The new year is off to a great start with the children's
ministry! The kids were excited and enthusiastic about
jumping back into our weekly routine. February is a
busy month, and we have lots of fun things planned. On
the 6th, we are partnering up with the Missions Team to
assemble some emergency hygiene kits for Church
World Services. These will be kits that have basic
hygiene products, to be given out to people in a time of natural disaster,
violence, and poverty. It is important for the kids to understand, and be
able to do a small part to make a difference in our world.
As always, it is never too late to come check us out! Any kids, whether
members of the church or not, are welcome to join us on Wednesdays!
Feel free to contact Tracy or Becky for more information.

World Day of Prayer is an ecumenical
service celebrated around the world on the
first Friday in March. The service will be
held at Norway Lutheran Church on Friday,
March 1, 2019 at 10 a.m. There will a
fellowship time beginning at 9:00 a.m. before the service with
refreshments.
This year the women of Slovenia call us to “Come - Everything is
Ready” based on Jesus’ parable of the great dinner in Luke 14:1524. Mark your calendar and join the Christian women and men
from our community and around the world to collectively worship
and observe a common day of prayer.
Carolyn Schoneck
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We are moving the collection of cleaning supplies
for TLC (Transitional Living Center) to the month of
February 1-28. When you out shopping, please pick up
extra cleaning supplies and bring to church.
Our annual luncheon at the Riverview Manor in
Burlington will be held at noon on Sunday, February 10.
The residents there look forward to being served wonderful home cooking,
special treats, and being entertained by Pastor Bob’s singing and guitar playing.
It’s always heartwarming to experience their gratitude.
Start checking your closets for new or gently-used shoes, you have either outgrown or have never worn. From March 1-31, we once again will be collecting
shoes (adult, children & infant) for Soles4Souls/Share a Pair of shoes. Many
pairs of shoes were collected last year so let’s make this year’s collection as
successful.
OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD
GOAL - 150 BOXES
January and February-toothbrushes
March- Bar Soap
April- sewing kits and tools
May- pocket mirrors, combs, hair supplies, ie: headbands or ponytails
June- t-shirts (long and short sleeved)
July- flip flops
August-school supplies
September-socks and bandanas
October-toys
November-assembly of shoeboxes
Please note that customs no longer allows toothpaste or candy in the boxes as
some countries will not accept those items.
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Plymouth member, Diane Hanson is honored at Burlington High...
Former Burlington High School teacher and coach,
Diane Hanson will be inducted into the school’s
Athletic Wall of Fame on February 15. In 1976
Diane was hired as a teacher, head girls basketball
and head girls track coach. In her first year at
Burlington, she was named Burlington Standard
Press Coach of the Year for 1976-1977, after having
coached her team to a 5th place finish in the
Southern Lakes Conference with a 9-9 record. The Burlington girls previously
had a two year, 26 game losing streak. In 1979 she received the Wisconsin High
School Basketball Association’s Achievement Award for 103 career wins in girls
basketball. Diane also became head girls golf coach and a few years before her
retirement, she was instrumental in working and coaching with Merrill Draper of
Town and Country Lanes in establishing the first BHS co-ed bowling team that
has since become a recognized WIAA sport. Diane has 5 of her athletes inducted
into the Wall of Fame at Burlington High School. Come support Diane in this
wonderful recognition of her contributions to girls sports at BHS! The ceremony
will be held during halftime of the Boys Basketball game at 7pm on February 15.

Baptized on January 13,
Rylan John Daniels, son of
Tyler and Becky Daniels
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THE MANY IS COMING – Sunday, March 24 @ 10:00 a.m.
No, the above title is not a grammatical error. The Many is a Chicago-based group
made up of singers, instrumentalists, and song writers who perform their original songs
in various venues and settings. Here’s a brief description from their website: “Weaving
together many musical influences, from folk to gospel to pop to indie, into one unique
sound somewhere between them all, The Many deliver songs filled with questions and
doubts, pushing toward a faith that’s real and honest, that doesn’t settle for easy anything, always with an eye out for the God who so loves the world.”
“The Many makes music to help give voice to faith and doubt, questions and fears,
laments and longings, music that speaks to a non-violent God, a Jesus who is with us
and for us, and to a Spirit that can't be easily defined or controlled. It's music for a
movement of resistance to hatred and division, for reconciliation and restoration,
and music that always reminds us ‘we are on this earth to love.’”
The Many will share liturgy and songs designed to inspire and will deliver a message that
will help move us in a forward direction as we continue to deal with the many issues
that plague us in our work for justice, peace, and a sustainable future for our nation
and planet.
Members of The Many were recently in Wisconsin where they led the worship services
at the Wisconsin Conference UCC annual meeting. Pastor Bob also heard them at the
Convergent Music Project annual convention in Nashville two years ago. The Many
even come highly recommended by our friend, Bryan Sirchio who offers his personal
endorsement. Needless to say, they come highly recommended and will lead our
worship service here on March 24th. This is the perfect Sunday to invite a friend.
YOU WILL NOT WANT TO MISS THIS OPPORTUNITY!!!! Please save the date!

GAME DAY!!
Saturday, February 16th
11am - 5pm
Bring a game you'd like to play,
but be prepared to play something new!
Check Facebook for last minute
cancellations or changes to the schedule.
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2 - Sue Nelson
3 - Amanda Ryan
4 - Kifflie Scott
5 - Brett Moen
6 - Dave Willick
Bill Wald
7 - Mary Skwierawski
11 - Meghan Peterson
Ellen Graham
13 - Eric Lunderskov
Henry Zusan

14 - Bob Sandberg
Emma Iselin
16 - Brad Brenner
19 - Caden VanSwol
23 - Mollie Wang
24 - Donna Schellpfeffer
25 - Diane Hanson
27 - Sue Alby
28 - Chad Peterson
Aimee Bigelow

Ron & Pam Moersfelder
February 2
Glenn & Nicki Stoll
February 13
Terry & Katie Simenson
February 26

Special congratulations to Terry & Katie Simenson who
celebrate their 25th Wedding Anniversary on February 26.

“Ladies Lunch Bunch”
Wednesday, February 6th
Napoli’s
Come for fun and pleasant conversation.
Order from the menu and pay for your own lunch.
If you need a ride, call the church office at 763-6890.
Here’s where we’ll be the next few months…
March 6 – Charcoal Grill May – Kira Asian Bistro
April 3 – Lucky Star
June – Pine St. Cafe

Any cancellations due to dangerous weather conditions
will be on our voice mail and on WISN Channel 12.
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Fair Trade Coffee Project – Items sold 2nd Sunday of the month
Organic Tamari Roasted Almonds — $5.00 per package
Equal Exchange Teas — $3.00 per package
Regular Whole Bean and Ground Coffee — $7.00 per bag
Decaf Whole Bean and Ground Coffee — $8.00 per bag
Regular Flavored Coffees — $8.00 per bag
Hazelnut Decaf — $9.00 per bag
Hot Cocoa Mix — $6.00 per can
Equal Exchange Large Chocolate Bars — $2.50 each
Divine Chocolate Bars - $1.50

We also have Women’s
Bean Project items:
Soup Mixes - $5.50 each
Cookie Mixes - $5.00
Iced Tea Mixes - $3.50
Dip Mixes - $3.75
Chocolate Covered
Espresso Beans - $5.75

Sharing Sunday — 1st Sunday of every month — All items go to Love, Inc.
Love’s food pantry continues to need your help!
The following non-perishable food and other items are greatly needed:
canned fruit, canned vegetables, soup
toothpaste, toothbrushes
mouth wash, shampoo
hair spray, hand soap
tissues, toilet paper
feminine hygiene products
diapers (all sizes)
canned spaghetti
macaroni, cereal
brown sugar, sugar
jelly, peanut butter
mayonnaise, mustard, catsup
laundry detergent
disposable razors
dish soap, deodorant
Monetary contributions are always accepted.
Just place your check in the offering plate or mail it to Plymouth Church.

Blood pressure screening - February 10th
Blood pressure screening will take place
in the fireside room following worship.

Plymouth Children’s Center
receives funds from grocery
stores: Plymouth Children’s
Center collects grocery receipts from Richter’s. They
receive 1% of the total on the receipts. Richter’s
receipts require a Funds for Friends sticker on the back
and can be put in the blue box outside their office
door. Thank you for your continued support.

Flowers for Sunday
If you would like to supply flowers for
the altar on a Sunday, please sign up for
a date on the Flower Chart. It is located
by the door in the parlor that leads to
the nursery. Look ahead to important
dates in your life that you would like to
commemorate by providing flowers for
our church service. We thank Marty
Baker for the exquisite
arrangements she has been
providing for the past several
months. We have truly
appreciated her gifts of
time and talent!!
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February 3

February 10

10:00 am
10:00 am
February 3:
Karen Iselin – Bread
Steph Eveland, Betty Peterson, Paul Gander

February 17

February 24

10:00 am

10:00 am

USHERS

Steph Eveland
Diane Hanson
Wally Brown

Ron & Pam Moersfelder
Paul Gander

Barb Freeman
Tyler Daniels
Tamra Fricke

Paul Schultz
Ev Price
Deb LIndell

LITURGIST

Carolyn Schoneck

Pat Sandstrom

Steve Picazo

Lori Benstead

FELLOWSHIP
SERVERS

Gidget Brown
Kathy Pieters

Ron & Pam Moersfelder

Jason & Tamra Fricke

Steph Eveland
Diane Hanson

AV OPERATOR

John Kranich

Dave Snyder

Katherine Picazo

Aaron Jenson

NURSERY

Ellen Gyger

Ev Price

Becky Daniels

Nikki Burd

ACOLYTE

Lily Schlotthauer

Caden VanSwol

Nico Escobar

Kaleigh Daniels

Deadline for the March issue of The Plymouth Epistle is :
Monday, February 18th Thanks, Beth

PLYMOUTH UCC STAFF
Rev. Robert E. Wang, Minister - 262-308-4180 (H)
Beth Picazo, Secretary
Stephanie Eveland, Financial Secretary
Becky Daniels & Tracy Freitag, Children’s Ministry
Jeffrey Hughes, Custodian
Marty Baker, Wedding Coordinator
Diane Olson, Organist & Bell Choir Director
Jamie Edwards, Choir Director
Lisa Carnahan, Choir Accompanist
PLYMOUTH CHILDREN’S CENTER
ADMINISTRATIVE STAFF
Sara Trewyn, Program Director
Phyllis Hancock, Assistant Director

REV. ROBERT WANG, MINISTER
OFFICE HOURS
Tuesday-Friday: 9:30 am to 4:30 pm
If possible, please call ahead to make sure
Pastor Bob is available
PLYMOUTH UCC OFFICE HOURS
Beth: Monday - Thursday, 8:30 am. - 3:30 pm
Fridays, 8:30 am - 2:30 pm
Steph: Monday-Wednesday, 8:30-2:30
Church Office: 262-763-6890
Web Site: www.plymouthucc.church
Email: office@plymouthucc.church
Minister Email: pastor@plymouthucc.church
Financial Secretary Email:finance@plymouthucc.church
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Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

1

Sat

2

6am Men’s
Breakfast

3

4

5

8:45am Choir Rehearsal

6

10:00am Worship

8

9

6am Mens’
Breakfast

6:30pm Choir

10:15am Sunday School
11:00am Coffee & Conversation

5pm LOGOS

11:15am Cookie plate assembly

6pm Bell Choir

10

7

Noon Ladies Lunch
Bunch at Napoli’s

11

12

13

14

8:45am Bell Choir Rehearsal
10:00am Worship

10:30am

10:15am Sunday School

A.S.A.P.

6pm Bell Choir

6:30pm Choir

6:30pm Operating
Council Meeting

19

20

15

16

6am Men’s
Breakfast

11am

22

23

Game Day

11:00am Coffee & Conversation
Fair Trade Sales
Blood Pressure Screening

17

18

21

8:45am Choir Rehearsal

6am Men’s
Breakfast

10:00am Worship
6:30pm Choir

10:15am Sunday School

5pm LOGOS

11:00am Coffee & Conversation
11:30am Plymouth Praise

24

6pm Bell Choir

25

26

27

8:45am Plymouth Praise
10:00am Worship

10:30am

10:15am Sunday School

A.S.A.P.

5pm LOGOS

6:30pm Choir

6pm Bell Choir

11:00am Coffee & Conversation

28

PLYMOUTH
CONCREGATIONAL
UNITED CHURCH
OF CHRIST
124 W.
WASHINGTON
STREET
BURLINGTON, WI
53105-1478
262-763-6890
262-763-6802 FAX
ADDRESS SERVICE
REQUESTED
DATE MATERIAL
PLEASE DO NOT
DELAY
FEBRUARY 2019
EPISTLE

We hope you like our monthly
newsletter. It is such a great
communicator of happenings at our
church. However, if you no longer wish
to be on our mailing list, please
notify us by either mail,
telephone
(262-763-6890)
or
email office@plymouthucc.church

March 6th
Soup Supper at 6pm
Service at 7pm
If you have a yummy soup recipe
you would like to make for our
meal, please contact Lori Benstead
or Gidget Brown.

