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WORDS FROM WANG – “Racism Is No Joke”
As people of faith, we work hard to be model practitioners of loving our neighbors
and living out God’s call to preserve the dignity of all members of the human race.
However, sometimes we miss the mark. So, let’s just all admit it. We’re all guilty of
being racist, even if only a little bit. There’s a delightful song in the Broadway musical,
Avenue Q. (Yes, that’s the not-for-children musical featuring puppets.) I’ll share a few
verses here:
Everyone's a little bit racist, sometimes.
Doesn't mean we go around committing hate crimes.
Look around and you will find,
No one's really Color-blind.
Maybe it's a fact we all should face.
Everyone makes judgments based on race.
Everyone's a little bit racist -- today,
So, everyone's a little bit racist -- okay!
Ethnic jokes might be uncouth,
But you laugh because they're based on truth.
Don't take them as personal attacks.
Everyone enjoys them so relax!
This past fall, a small group of church members committed to reading Jim Wallis’s
book America’s Original Sin: Racism, White Privilege, and the Bridge to A New America.
Those who participated in the discussion group found the book to be very thought
provoking and are now interested in taking the conversation to the next level; that we
might see some of the ideas actually put into action in doing our part to address the
real issues as we continue to struggle with the problem of racism in our own families,
our church, our local community and at the national level.
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In addition to creating more opportunities for education, interaction, and dialogue, I
have committed to preaching a two-part sermon series Straight Talk on Race, in honor
7
of The Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King’s birthday this month, which will include some of
the thoughts brought to mind in Jim Wallis’s book. By coming to terms with the issue
and following the Biblical truths, we can do our part in dismantling racism once and
8
for all!!!
If we all could just admit - that we are racist a little bit,
10Even though we all know that it's wrong - maybe it would help us get along!
11
See ya’ in church.
Pastor Bob
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Worship Opportunities for January
January 6 – Epiphany Sunday
Scripture: Matthew 2:1-12
Sermon Theme: “Home By Another Way”
Note: The Sacrament of Holy Communion will be served

January 27 – 3rd Sunday after Epiphany
Scripture: Luke 4:14-21
Sermon Theme: “Straight Talk on Race
(Part 1)”

January 13 – 1st Sunday after Epiphany
Scripture: Luke 3:15-17, 21-22
Sermon Theme: “God’s Winnowing Fork”

February 3 – 4th Sunday after Epiphany
Scripture: Luke 4:21-30
Sermon Theme: “Straight Talk on Race
(Part 2)”
Note: The Sacrament of Holy Communion
will be served

January 20 – 2nd Sunday after Epiphany
Scripture: John 2:1-11
Sermon Theme: “The Life of the Party”

Plymouth Praise –January 27th
Let’s start out the new year right by singing and leading worship with our fellow
Plymouth Praise Band members.
The month of January looks like this:
Rehearsals: January 20th @ 11:30 (after worship), and 8:45 a.m. on the 27th .
Lead worship: at 10:00 a.m. on the 27th
Our Plymouth Praise Band prepares and leads worship once
a month with more contemporary songs, typically, on the fourth
Sunday of the month. We are always open to new folk joining us.
No experience necessary; just a heart for music-making and a
willingness to spend a little time in preparation.

Tyler, Becky and Rylan Daniels
portray Joseph, Mary and the Baby
Jesus at our Christmas Eve services.
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REMOVAL OF THE GREENS
Sunday, January 6th
Immediately following worship
Please plan to stay and help us
take down the greens and Christmas
decorations after church.
The more hands the lighter the load!

The Christmas dinner was a success again.! We served
about 200 people. Twenty or so joined us for dinner at
the sit down meal. Thank you to everyone that
volunteered! I hope everyone had fun that day! When
the church office is closed, people call my phone and I
love being able to take some of the reservations. It is
really heart warming to hear the appreciation that people
have for this meal. There is definitely a need for this in
the Burlington area! Thank you for trusting me to put
this event on.
- Katie Simenson
THANK YOU to all of you who purchased gifts or donated money for our LOVE INC
Adopt-A-Family project. Your generous donations allowed us make Christmas so much
brighter for 5 families. - Betty Peterson and Karen Iselin
Thank you all so much for the thoughtful Christmas gift presented to me on Christmas
Eve. I truly appreciate you all! - Pastor Bob
I would like to thank the people who provided my grandchildren with warm hats, mittens
and snow pants! They were very excited to receive these things. Thank you so much
and may God bless you always! - Pat VanSwol
We also received thank you cards from our 5 Adopt-A-Families. You may read them in
the church office.
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GODS GALS LUNCHEON
January 13, 2019
We will be meeting on Sunday,
January 13th at 11:30 with a Salad/
Soup Pot Luck. We plan to make
stuffed animals for the Children's
area at the hospital. We will have little critters ready for stuffing and
the final hand stitching, and of course plenty of time for conversation
while we work. Please come with thoughts for our future gatherings.
As you probably already know, our Cook Book project was a big
success. A very big "Thank You" to all the typists and especially to
Beth for all the organization and final details she handled. We couldn't
have done it without her expertise!

LOVE MEAL
A new year is beginning and at this time I would like to
thank all the volunteers who so willingly served and prepared
the meals at Love, Inc. in 2019. Every third Wednesday of
every month a group from Plymouth provides dinner for
local residents. The number of those partaking of meals
varies between 25 and 45 people. Sometimes it is mostly
men and sometimes children are present. Families from the
Transitional Living Center also dine at the center. It is an
opportunity for delicious, nutritious meals, but also for
socializing. Please call me if you would like to participate in
this local mission.
Julie Klaehn, 262-763-8404
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The children's ministry is finally wrapping up the busy
holiday season, and are ready to slow things down a bit.
After all the hard work the kids put into practicing and
preparing for the Christmas Pageant, they are all ready to
take a step back and focus on their normal weekly bible
studies. We are kicking off 2019 with a fun "Rock-n-Roll
into the New Year" party at our first meeting of the year
on January 16th. We will then slow things down and have
a fun movie and pajama night on January 30th - which also
happens to be "bring a friend night." This is a great way for
the kids to show their friends what we are all about, and
all the fun we have! It is never a bad time for new faces to
join us; if there is a child in your life between 2nd - 8th
grade who might be interested in joining, please reach out
to Tracy Freitag or Becky Daniels for more details!

Children’s Christmas Pageant
December 23, 2018
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ALL-CHURCH FIELD TRIP – “America’s Black Holocaust Museum”
Last April, Plymouth Church hosted the annual meeting of the Southeast Association of
the Wisconsin Conference UCC. The theme for the meeting was directly focused on
raising awareness and confronting the problems of racism and the criminal justice system.
Our afternoon keynote was delivered by Reggie Jackson; the Head Griot (curator) of the
America’s Black Holocaust Museum which is located in our own back yard; Milwaukee, WI.
A number of our church members were present at the meeting and were blessed to hear
Jackson’s talk.
Jackson in one of several Griots at the museum. So, what is a “Griot”? Griot (pronounced
GREE-oh) is the French name given to the oral historians of West Africa. Traditionally
griots travel from city to city and village to village as living newspapers, carrying in their
heads an incredible store of local history and current events.
On the museum website you can read for yourself: “At ABHM we call the curators of our
exhibits “griots,” because they tell our history. In the former bricks-and-mortar museum,
they were the docents who showed groups around the exhibits and helped them discuss
and make sense of what they saw and felt. In our virtual museum, griots are scholars who
research and write the exhibits and dialogue with visitors through the comments section.”
The Museum was founded by James Herbert Cameron, Jr. who was born in Wisconsin in
1914. Years later, while living in central Indiana, when James was just sixteen years old, he
and two other black teenagers were brutally lynched. The other two teens died, but,
miraculously, with the rope already around his neck, James was spared. This is just one of
thousands of stories preserved at the museum.
It is our intent, as we seek to become more educated on the issues, to organize an allchurch field trip to the museum. However at the time of writing they are in the final
stages of completing their reconstruction project and not yet open for group tours.
We do hope that when the opportunity presents itself that we will get this important
event on the calendar.
In the meantime, please do visit their virtual website (abhmuseum.org/) and explore on your
own. The site includes multiple opportunities to
engage with the Griots and expand our horizons.
It is very user friendly and very thorough. What an
amazing resource to have at our fingertips; but
please stay tuned and look forward to our chance
to get a closer look when we visit sometime in the
near future
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MISSION MOMENTS
As we start the new year, the Mission Team has become
aware of several new needs in the Burlington community
and in Haiti. It has been brought to our attention that
there is an immediate need of cleaning supplies at the
TLC (Transitional Living Center). We will be asking for
cleaning supply donations during the month of January to
help alleviate this need. We will have a list of needed
supplies soon and will send it out in Plymouth
Points and it will be in the bulletin. There will be
either a box or basket in the parlor to place them in.
The Moyziak Project in Haiti is asking for assistance in raising money to build more houses.
The cost is $8,000 for housing, relocation and education for each family. The Mission Team is
willing to match up to $1,000 for any contributions made by members willing to donate to
moving this project forward to help support our friends in Haiti. If you are looking for an
end of year donation please consider helping a family in need. This campaign will run through
the end of January.
January starts our annual collection for the Operation Christmas Child Shoebox project.
Special thanks to all who donated last year. This is the largest project the Mission Team
engages in yearly. Our goal again will be 200 boxes. The following is the monthly list for the
year.
January – toothbrushes
February – toothbrushes
March – bar soap
April – sewing kits and tools (tape measures, small hammers, pliers, screwdrivers, etc.)
May – combs and small hand mirrors (plastic or travel type)
June – t-shirts (long & short sleeve)
July – flip flops
August – school supplies
September – bandanas and socks
October – toys
November – assemble Operation Christmas Child Shoe Boxes
Please note that customs no longer allows toothpaste or candy in the boxes as some
countries will not accept them with those items.
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1 - Dylan Runkel
2 - Sammi Brenner
3 - Harmony Jones
4 - Pat Brown
6 - Diane Olson
Eric Lindell
Dana Marty
7 - Betty Mathews
Henry Peterson
9 - Tracy Freitag

10 - Gabriela Bowman
14 - Robyn Kay-Warner
Suzanne Jagodzinski
16 - Halie Behnke
17 - Kim Lunderskov
21 - Scott Freitag
22 - Kay Pockat
23 - Elliot Kerkhoff
Nicole Schultz

24 - Mary Ellen Close
Stacie Coleman
25 - Marilyn Gander
27- Bob Kastengren
28 - Carol Berndt
Rayni VanSwol
29 - Sarah Peterson
31 - Jolene Peterson

Special congratulations to

Dan & Kelly Iselin – January 6
Christopher Bowman & Krista Klaehn
January 12

Betty Mathews
who celebrates her 96th birthday
on January 7th

Gary & Suzanne Jagodzinski – January 14
Allen & Rachel Jones – January 30
“Ladies Lunch Bunch”
Noon on January 2nd
at Pine Sreet Café
Join us for good food and pleasant conversation! Order from the menu
and pay for your own lunch. If you need a ride, please contact the church
office. Here is the schedule of where we’ll be for the next few months.
Mark your calendar!
February 6 – Napolis
March 6 – Charcoal Grill

Any cancellations due
to dangerous
weather
conditions will
be on our voice
mail and on
WISN Channel 12.

April 3 – Lucky Star
May 1 – Kira Asian Bistro

GAME DAY
JANUARY 19TH
11AM TO 5 PM
Bring a game to
play or come
learn a new one.
All are welcome!
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Fair Trade Coffee Project – Items sold 2nd Sunday of the month
Organic Tamari Roasted Almonds — $5.00 per package
Equal Exchange Teas - $3.00 per package
Regular Whole Bean and Ground Coffee — $7.00 per bag
Decaf Whole Bean and Ground Coffee — $8.00 per bag
Regular Flavored Coffees — $8.00 per bag
Hazelnut Decaf — $9.00 per bag
Hot Cocoa Mix — $6.00 per can
Equal Exchange Large Chocolate Bars — $2.50 each
Divine Chocolate Bars - $1.50

We also have Women’s
Bean Project items:
Soup Mixes - $5.50 each
Cookie Mixes - $5.00
Iced Tea Mixes - $3.50
Dip Mixes - $3.75
Chocolate Covered
Espresso Beans - $5.75

Sharing Sunday — 1st Sunday of every month — All items go to Love, Inc.
Love’s food pantry continues to need your help! The following non-perishable food and other items are greatly
needed:
canned fruit, canned vegetables, soup
mouth wash
toothpaste, toothbrushes
shampoo
hair spray, hand soap
tissues, toilet paper
feminine hygiene products
diapers (all sizes)
canned spaghetti
macaroni, cereal
brown sugar, sugar
jelly, peanut butter
mayonnaise, mustard, catsup
laundry detergent
disposable razors
dish soap, deodorant
Monetary contributions are always accepted. Just place your check in the offering plate or mail it to Plymouth Church.

Blood pressure screening Blood pressure screening will take place January 13th in the Fireside Room
following worship.
Plymouth Children’s Center receives funds from grocery stores Plymouth Children’s Center collects grocery receipts from Richter’s
Marketplace. We receive 1% of the total on the receipts. Richter’s Marketplace receipts require a Funds for Friends sticker on the back. There is a
blue box on the table outside their office door that you can put the receipts in. Thank
you for your continued support.
Flowers for Sunday
If you would like to supply flowers for the altar on a Sunday, please
sign up for a date on our Flower Chart. It is located by the door in
the parlor that leads to the nursery. Look ahead to important dates
in your life that you would like to commemorate by providing
flowers for our church service. We thank Marty Baker for the
exquisite arrangements she has been providing for the past several months. We have
truly appreciated her gifts of time and talent!!
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January 6

January 13

10:00 am
10:00 am
January 6:
Carolyn Schoneck – Bread
Jackie Kastengren, Toni Kranich, Lori Benstead

January 20

January 27

10:00 am

10:00 am

USHERS

Larry & Ellen Gyger
Don Howell

Scott & Marilee Hoffman
Ev Price

Joe & Karen Iselin
Wally Brown

Tim & Kay Burd
Nikki Burd

LITURGIST

Jackie Kastengren

Paul Gander

Don Howell

Jim Burd

FELLOWSHIP
SERVERS

Dick & Betty Peterson

Paul & Marilyn Gander

Glenn & Nicki Stoll

Nikki Burd
Beth Picazo

AV OPERATOR

John Kranich

Dave Snyder

Katherine Picazo

Aaron Jenson

NURSERY

Nikki Burd

Meghan Peterson

Steph Rediger

Betty Peterson

ACOLYTE

Josh Katzman

Saije Foster

Elysia Escobar

Gibson Souther

Deadline for the February issue of The Plymouth Epistle
is Monday, January 21st.
Thanks, Beth
PLYMOUTH UCC STAFF
Rev. Robert E. Wang, Minister - 262-308-4180 (H)
Beth Picazo, Secretary
Stephanie Eveland, Financial Secretary
Becky Daniels & Tracy Freitag, Children’s Ministry
Jeffrey Hughes, Custodian
Marty Baker, Wedding Coordinator
Diane Olson, Organist & Bell Choir Director
Jamie Edwards, Choir Director
Lisa Carnahan, Choir Accompanist
PLYMOUTH CHILDREN’S CENTER
ADMINISTRATIVE STAFF
Sara Trewyn, Program Director
Phyllis Hancock, Assistant Director

REV. ROBERT WANG, MINISTER
OFFICE HOURS
Tuesday-Friday: 9:30 am to 4:30 pm
If possible, please call ahead to
make sure Pastor Bob is available.
PLYMOUTH UCC OFFICE HOURS
Beth: Monday - Thursday, 8:30 am. - 3:30 pm
Fridays, 8:30 am – 2:30 pm
Steph: Monday - Wednesday, 8:30 am - 2:30 pm
Church Office: 262-763-6890
Web Site: www.plymouthucc.church
Email: office@plymouthucc.church
Minister Email: pastor@plymouthucc.church
Financial Secretary Email: finance@plymouthucc.church
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Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

1

2

Church office
closed

Noon Ladies Lunch
Bunch at Pine St
Café

Thu

3

Fri

4

Sat

5

6am Men’s
Breakfast

NO LOGOS
6:00pm Bell Choir

6

7

8

9

10

8:45am Choir Rehearsal

11

12

6am Men’s
Breakfast

10:00am Worship

10:30am

10:15am Sunday School

A.S.A.P.

6pm Bell Choir

7pm Choir

6:30pm Operating
Council Meeting

15

16

11:00am Coffee & Conversation
Taking Down the Greens

13

14

17

8:45am Bell Choir Rehearsal
5pm LOGOS

10:00am Worship - Baptism

18

19

6am Men’s
Breakfast

11am

7pm Choir

10:15am Sunday School

Game Day
6pm Bell Choir

11:00am Coffee & Conversation
Blood Pressure Screening

7pm Book Study

Fair Trade Sales

20

21

22

23

24

8:45am Choir Rehearsal
10:00am Worship

10:30am

10:15am Sunday School

A.S.A.P.

11:00am Coffee & Conversation

27

NO LOGOS
6pm Bell Choir

7pm Choir

11:30am Plymouth Praise

28

29

30

7pm Choir

5pm LOGOS

8:45am Plymouth Praise
10:00am Worship
10:15am Sunday School

25
6am Men’s
Breakfast

11:00am Coffee & Conversation
6pm Bell Choir

31

26

PLYMOUTH
CONCREGATIONAL
UNITED CHURCH
OF CHRIST
124 W.
WASHINGTON
STREET
BURLINGTON, WI
53105-1478
262-763-6890
262-763-6802 FAX
ADDRESS SERVICE
REQUESTED
DATED MATERIAL
PLEASE DO NOT
DELAY
JANUARY 2019
EPISTLE
We hope you like our monthly
newsletter. It is such a great
communicator of happenings at our
church. However, if you no
longer wish to be on our mailing list,
please notify us by either mail,
telephone
(262-763-6890)
or
email office@plymouthucc.church

