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WORDS FROM WANG – “It All Begins Here”
Please and thank you, these are the magic words. Sounds a bit cliché
I know. But sometimes we need to get back to the basics when it
comes to minding our manners and finding meaning in our lives. I
always say that every sincere action, word, or deed is inspired out of
our sense of gratitude for all things great and small. For those who
take these things for granted or who feel some sense of entitlement I
pray that you be moved, cajoled, or wowed into realizing that it is
never something short of the work of the Spirit that makes it all
happen. Therefore, our faith and commitment to living in rightness
with God, our community and ourselves must always begin with
gratitude and giving thanks.
“GRATITUDE consists in a watchful, minute attention to the
particulars of our state, and to the multitude of God's gifts, taken
one by one. It fills us with a consciousness that God loves and cares
for us, even to the least event and the smallest need of life.
It is a blessed thought, that from our childhood God has been laying
parental hands upon us, and always in benediction; that even the strokes
of God’s hands are blessings, and among the chiefest we have ever
received. When this feeling is awakened, the heart beats with a pulse
of thankfulness.
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Every gift has its return of praise. It awakens an unceasing daily
converse with our Creator,—God speaking to us by the descent of
blessings, we to God by the ascent of thanksgiving.
And all our whole life is thereby drawn under the light of God’s
countenance, and is filled with a gladness, serenity, and peace which
only thankful hearts can know.” (H.E. Manning)
Ne’er a Sunday goes by in worship at Plymouth where thankfulness
isn’t practiced; it is often the centerpiece of our cornucopia a praise.
It all begins with having grateful hearts and then it moves out in action
and “returning” thanks to God. Here’s wishing you a blessed harvest
season as we all seek to live lives of responsibility and service to God
and one another.
See ya’ in church. Pastor Bob
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Worship Opportunities for November

November 4 – 24th Sunday After Pentecost
November 25 – Reign of Christ Sunday
Scripture: Ruth 1:1-18
Sermon Theme: “Blessed Be the Familial Ties That Bind” Scripture: John 18:33-37
Note: The Sacrament of Holy Communion will be served Sermon Theme: “ Testifying to the Truth”
November 11 – 25th Sunday After Pentecost
(Veteran’s Day)
Scripture: Romans 12:14-13: 7
Sermon Theme: “Living in Our Stories”

December 2 – 1st Sunday in Advent
Scripture: Luke 21:25-36
Sermon Theme: “ Heads Up!”
Note: The Sacrament of Holy Communion
will be served

November 18 – Heritage Sunday
Scripture: 1 Samuel 2:1-10
Sermon Theme: “Grace and Gratitude”
Rev. Franz Rigert, Wisconsin Conference Minister (UCC)

Packers Party– November 11 @ noon (Chili and Fixin’s)
Packers fans unite! Our next gathering is when the Pack takes on
the Miami Dolphins. As the chilly seasons arrives perhaps it would
be fitting to share in a bowl of chili with church friends as we watch
the game on our big screen. Please bring something that goes with chili if you plan on
coming; and sign up on the clipboard between now and then .
Plymouth Praise – November 25th (Sunday Worship)
As we head deeper into the Autumn season we are reminded of
the bountiful harvest that is upon us and the many flowing blessings
for which we praise our God. Giving thanks is always a given but
takes practice. And so does leading worship through our music.
Our Plymouth Praise Band prepares and leads worship once a
month with more contemporary songs, typically, on the fourth
Sunday of the month. The month of November looks like this:
Rehearsals: November 18th (there is a pot luck but hopefully we can squeeze in some
rehearsal time prior to or shortly after) which makes rehearsal at 8:45 a.m. on the 25th
even more crucial. Lead worship: 10:00 a.m. on the 28th.
We are always open to new folk joining in. No experience necessary; just a heart for
music-making and a willingness to spend a little time in preparation.
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OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD SHOEBOX
We are winding down our collection of items for our annual
Christmas shoebox mission project. Thanks to everyone who has
donated items all year long but we are still in need of the following items to reach our goal of 200 boxes:

Flip flops, notebooks, T-shirts and toys
Shoebox set up will be on Friday, November 9 at 6:15 pm.
Please join the Mission Team on Saturday, November 10 at 9 am for shoebox assembly.
Pastor Bob will be dedicating the boxes on Sunday, November 11 during our worship
service. Always exciting and joyful to see the stacks of boxes to be sent to children
around the world. Thank you again for your generosity and compassion for this project.
Small Group Book Study – “America’s Original Sin” by Jim Wallis
The leadership of Plymouth Church is calling us as a religious
institution to consider our role in confronting systemic racism. To
that end, we our inviting members to engage in fruitful dialogue
during the course of this program year. This fall we are offering a
timely book study on a written piece that is sure to provoke us
into some critical thinking and analysis on the subject of race and
privilege.
Here’s what Rev. Dr. William Barber II says about the book, America’s Original Sin:
“Jim Wallis calls us transcend racial categories and to see in one another the image of
God. He points out the structural realities of sinful racism and makes clear that to be
redeemed, we must do more than deny it. This is required reading for all who believe in
the promises of God, who hope for the American democracy, and who long to see the
power of a justice ethos grounded in love.”
Pastor Bob and Kifflie Scott will be co-leading a six-session discussion group on
the book on the following dates (all Wednesday evening sessions from 7:00-8:15 p.m.):
remaining sessions are November 7 & 28, and December 5 & 19. Please try to
have read up through chapter six by the 7th. Even though we are two sessions into
discussion feel free to join in at any point or time. The key is to have many of us
reading the book.
If there are other small groups wishing to organize a study around the book feel
free to speak to pastor Bob to receive a copy of the study guide (the leader guide is
quite user friendly and does not require any level of expertise).
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We will be adopting our families from Love, Inc. soon!
Look for the bulletin board in the parlor by Nov 18 th. We
hope that you take a slip or two from the tree on the bulletin
board and purchase the gifts. Cash is also welcome and we
will shop for you. WRAPPING PAPER, TAPE AND RIBBON ARE ALSO NEEDED SO PARENTS CAN WRAP
THEIR CHILDREN’S GIFTS!!
If you are interested in helping please do the following:
1) Select a slip or slips from the tree for the gifts you wish to purchase. It is VERY
IMPORTANT that if you select a gift to buy you follow through. When we sort
and box the gifts to take to LOVE we check to see if all are in. If any are missing we then have to scramble to get something – we ask for the same number
of gifts for each child and feel it is VERY important to have all we asked for.
2) Please enclose a gift receipt for clothing gifts in case exchange is needed and SHOP
LOCALLY WHEN POSSIBLE.
3) Gifts for children should NOT be wrapped…but DO wrap family gifts.
4) Bring the item(s) to church by Sunday, December 9. MAKE SURE YOU ATTACH
THE SLIP YOU TOOK FROM THE TREE TO THE ITEM(S).
5) If you can’t/don’t wish to shop please consider a gift of money and we will shop for
you.
If you find that you cannot buy the gifts you have selected please contact
Betty Peterson (763-6760) rlpekp@wi.rr.com or Karen Iselin (763-8077)
kmiselin@hotmail.com so we can purchase them. It is VERY important we
have ALL gifts on our lists.
Please prayerfully consider how YOU can help with this important mission!
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You are invited to our 7th Annual
Heritage Sunday
and
Plymouth Congregational UCC
160th Anniversary Celebration
November 18, 2018 at 10:00 am
Rev. Franz Rigert
Wisconsin UCC Conference Minister
will be our guest preacher.
All Church Potluck following worship.
On this day we will be honoring those who have been members of Plymouth Church for 25 years or
more, as well as celebrate this milestone in the life of our church. Please plan to join us for this special
celebration!
Invite your family and friends to the 10:00 a.m. service followed by fellowship and a look back
at a rich and storied history! Church archives and artifacts will be on display and anniversary cake and
beverages will be served.A sign-up sheet for the potluck luncheon is available in the narthex. Please join
us for this fun, historic occasion!
Plymouth Church Historic Fun Facts
 Plymouth Congregational UCC has deep roots in Burlington’s religious history. Its seeds were
planted in Burlington’s first Protestant church group which formed in 1843. The Burlington
schoolhouse, now called Whitman School, was the original meeting place where 18 members
united under the guidance of Rev. Stephen Peet, pioneer agent of the Home Missionary Society.


As early as the 1850s, Plymouth’s spirit of inclusion began when Reverend Pettibone gave a
manual to each member of the congregation which included a strong view against slavery and a
statement that anyone could become a church member regardless of the color of his skin.



In 1858 a move was made to reorganize the Presbyterians, Methodists, and others of Protestant
denominational faith into one fold and the Congregational church was formed, with 23 charter
members and former Presbyterian pastor Rev. Philo C. Pettibone as pastor.



The cornerstone of the new Plymouth Congregational Church was laid on July 1, 1902. Services
and Sunday School were held in the Lincoln School in the interim. An address of welcome was
given by Franklin H. Nims, son of early Foxville pioneer, Ruel Nims, who spoke of the sacredness
of the spot on which the church was being built.

Learn other interesting facts about our church’s progression
during our Heritage Sunday Anniversary Celebration on November 18!
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The children’s ministry is off to a great start this year!
We are finally getting into the swing of things with LOGOS,
and finding a rhythm that works for our group. The kids are
having fun, and enjoying our Wednesday nights together. We’ve
already had some fun themed nights such as Mexican Fiesta and
Backwards Night! We’re excited for the upcoming holidays, and
incorporating them into our weekly plans.
A HUGE thank you to those of you who have stepped up to
help us, no matter how big or small. Whether it be cooking a
meal once in awhile, helping to serve dinner, coming in to clean
the kitchen occasionally - whatever it is, we are grateful, and blessed, to have the support
from you all to keep this program running smoothly! It takes a lot of hands working together
to make our Wednesday nights a success, so THANK YOU!
Warm regards,
Tracy Freitag and Becky Daniels
Children’s Ministry Directors
For those unaware, I’ve been going through some… ahem… life
changes this year. In January, I made the decision to make a career
change from landscaping to nursing, and started evening coursework in
that direction. Then, in February I unexpectedly lost my job. I had a bit
of a rough go for a while, but I am now working as a CNA and still in
school working towards my RN. Along the way, you, my Plymouth
family, have come through for me beyond anything I could have ever
imagined. From cards and hugs to groceries to “hey, let’s have lunch;
don’t worry, I’ll pay!” to odd jobs to financial gifts through the spring
and summer, I don’t even want to think about where I’d be if it weren’t for all of your love and support.
This is a huge thank you to all of you. Let’s just say that I pray I will one day have the opportunity to be
even half as much of a blessing to someone else as you all have been to me through this year.
Also, I owe a huge thank you to the scholarship committee this year. Again, you have exceeded my
wildest dreams. What you don’t know is that the scholarship I received through your generosity was
almost exactly enough to cover this semester’s tuition. Not only that, I received the check days before
my tuition was due - a tuition payment that I didn’t know how I was going to pay. Talk about the Grace
of God! Through your gift, I am able to continue my education and will be getting my EMT certification
in December. I anticipate soon becoming a full and active member of Burlington Rescue Squad. All of
this is possible in large part because of your overwhelming generosity.
Words are simply not enough to express the gratitude I have for the gift that you, my entire Plymouth
Family, have all been to me. All I can say is Thank You from the bottom of my heart. Thank you for your
generosity. Thank you for your love. Thank you for your support. Thank you for being there.
- Charis Mitchell
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A HUGE thank you to all who made this
year’s auction fundraiser such a success!!
Very special thanks to:
Sue Nelson, Lisa Mushel, Jamie Edwards,
Ellen Gyger, Don Howell, Diane Hanson,
Jackie Kastengren, Nikki Burd,
Deanna Snyder, Julie Klaehn, Marty Baker,
Christine Schultz, Beth and Steph
We missed many of you at our September
gathering but have moved ahead with plans for
November 18th after the All Church Potluck to
be our next "get together". Several of us brought
books to suggest for the group to read and
discuss at our next meeting and we've chosen
"Proof of Heaven" by Eben Alexander, MD.
Be sure to check that you are getting the same author since there is another similar title
but different author. The synopsis sounded quite interesting so we do hope many more
will join us for the discussion. Then we won't meet again until January when we'll plan to
work of some small stuffed animals for the Children's department at our local hospital.

We are rehearsing for the Cantata
“Sing Christmas”
Tuesdays from 6:45pm till 8:00pm.
Please come and sing with us!




Saturday December 8th - 9am to Noon full Orchestra rehearsal
Saturday December 15th - 9am to Noon full Choir and Orchestra rehearsal

The Cantata will be on Sunday, December 16th.
For more information contact Jamie at:

jamieberdler@gmail.com
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2 - Isaiah Brenner
4 - Gidget Brown
8 - Larry Gyger
11 - Kyle Kowalczyk
13 - Bob Kohout
Al Hahn
15 - Paige Wightman
16 - Jan Kitzrow
Joel Befort
Ethan VanSwol
17 - Steph Eveland
18 - Rollie Witte

19 - Penny Yanke
Nicolas Escobar
20 - Greg Hoffman
Amanda Konkel
23 - Craig Wightman
25 - Dave Snyder
Allen Jones
26 -Ron Nebinger
Dylan Morrow
27 - Alice Peterson
28 - Justin Mushel
Emanuel Bowman

Ken & Julie Stier – November 1
Justin & Lisa Mushel – November 8
Tim & Kay Burd – November 9
Bob & Janet Wren – November 18
Ken & Nancy Vonderohe – November 29

Special birthday blessings to:
Bob Kohout who celebrates his 94th birthday on November 13,
Al Hahn who celebrates his 90th birthday on November 13 and
Alice Peterson who celebrates her 91st birthday on November 27.

Saturday, November 3rd
9am - Noon
“Take Pride In Our Church Day”
Just as you make time in the fall to
clean up your yard and home to
prepare for the long winter, we also
need to make time to tidy up our “House of God”!
So, grab your rakes and cleaning supplies and join us on November 3rd
to get some inside and outside tasks done around church.
As an added incentive, Glenn Stoll will make his homemade chili to
enjoy when the work is done!

GAME DAY
Saturday, November 17
11am-5pm
MEETING ROOM TBD
Listen for voices!
Bring a game to play or
come ready to learn a new

Ken and Nancy Vonderohe
417 Cleveland Ferry Road
Fair Play, SC 29643
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Fair Trade Coffee Project – Items sold 2nd Sunday of the month
Organic Tamari Roasted Almonds — $5.00 per package
Equal ExchangeTeas - $3.00 per package
Regular Whole Bean and Ground Coffee — $7.00 per bag
Decaf Whole Bean and Ground Coffee — $8.00 per bag
Regular Flavored Coffees — $8.00 per bag
Hazelnut Decaf — $9.00 per bag
Hot Cocoa Mix — $6.00 per can
Equal Exchange Large Chocolate Bars — $2.50 each
Divine Chocolate Bars - $1.50

We also have Women’s
Bean Project items:
Soup Mixes - $5.50 each
Cookie Mixes - $5.00
Iced Tea Mixes - $3.50
Dip Mixes - $3.75
Chocolate Covered
Espresso Beans - $5.75

Sharing Sunday — 1st Sunday of every month — All items go to Love, Inc.
Love’s food pantry continues to need your help!
The following non-perishable food and other items are greatly needed:
canned fruit, canned vegetables, soup
toothpaste, toothbrushes
mouth wash, shampoo
hair spray, hand soap
tissues, toilet paper
feminine hygiene products
diapers (all sizes)
canned spaghetti
macaroni, cereal
brown sugar, sugar
jelly, peanut butter
mayonnaise, mustard, catsup
laundry detergent
disposable razors
dish soap, deodorant
Monetary contributions are always accepted. Just place your check in the offering plate or mail it to Plymouth Church.

Blood pressure screening -November 11th
Blood pressure screening will take place in the Fireside Room
following worship.
Plymouth Children’s Center receives funds from grocery stores
Plymouth Children’s Center collects grocery receipts from Richter’s Marketplace. We receive 1% of the total on the receipts. Richter’s Marketplace
receipts require a Funds for Friends sticker on the back. There is a blue box
on the table outside their office door that you can put the receipts in. Thank you for your
continued support.
Flowers for Sunday
If you would like to supply flowers for the altar on a Sunday, please
sign up for a date on our Flower Chart. It is located by the door in
the parlor that leads to the nursery and the church offices. Look
ahead to important dates in your life that you would like to commemorate by providing
flowers for our church service. We thank Marty Baker for the exquisite arrangements she
has been providing for the past several months. We have truly appreciated her gifts of time
and talent!!
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November 4

November 11

November 18

November 25

10:00 am

10:00 am

10:00 am

10:00 am

November 4: Bread – Pat Sandstrom
Jackie Kastengren, Paul Gander, Steph Eveland

USHERS

Ev Price
Deb Lindell
Tyler Daniels

Larry & Ellen Gyger
Don Howell

Scott & Marilee Hoffman
Jackie Kastengren

Joe & Karen Iselin
Nikki Burd

LITURGIST

Steve Picazo

Jamie Edwards

Lori Benstead

Kifflie Scott

FELLOWSHIP
SERVERS

Ev Price
Julie Klaehn

Bob & Janet Wren

Bob & Jackie Kastengren

Joe & Karen Iselin

AV OPERATOR

John Kranich

Dave Snyder

Aaron Jenson

Aaron Jenson

NURSERY CARE

Meghan Peterson

Betty Peterson

Stephanie Rediger

Joel Graham

ACOLYTE

Saije Foster

Elysia Escobar

Josh Katzman

Lily Schlotthauer

“Ladies Lunch Bunch”
Wednesday, November 7th

LUCKY STAR

Come for fun and pleasant conversation.
Order from the menu and pay for your own lunch.
If you need a ride, call the church office at 763-6890

Deadline for the December issue of The Plymouth Epistle is Monday, November 19.
Thanks, Beth
PLYMOUTH UCC STAFF
Rev. Robert E. Wang, Minister - 262-308-4180 (H)
Beth Picazo, Secretary
Stephanie Eveland, Financial Secretary
Becky Daniels & Tracy Freitag, Children’s Ministry
Jeffrey Hughes, Custodian
Marty Baker, Wedding Coordinator
Diane Olson, Organist & Bell Choir Director
Jamie Edwards, Choir Director
Lisa Carnahan, Choir Accompanist
PLYMOUTH CHILDREN’S CENTER
ADMINISTRATIVE STAFF
Sara Trewyn, Program Director
Phyllis Hancock, Assistant Director

REV. ROBERT WANG, MINISTER
OFFICE HOURS
Tuesday-Friday: 9:30 am to 4:30 pm
If possible, please call ahead to
make sure Pastor Bob is available.
PLYMOUTH UCC OFFICE HOURS
Beth: Monday - Thursday, 8:30 am. - 3:30 pm
Fridays, 8:30 am – 2:30 pm
Steph: Monday - Wednesday, 8:30 am - 2:30 pm
Church Office: 262-763-6890
Web Site: www.plymouthucc.church
Email: office@plymouthucc.church
Minister Email: pastor@plymouthucc.church
Financial Secretary Email: finance@plymouthucc.church
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Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Notes:

Thu

1

As of November 1, Stephanie will only work Monday thru Wednesday.
She will be out of the office on November 13 and 14.

4

5

6

8:45am Choir Rehearsal

7

8

Noon Ladies Lunch
Bunch at Lucky Star

10:00am Worship

Fri

Sat

2

3

6am Men’s
Breakfast

9am - Noon Fall
Clean Up Day

9

10

6am Men’s
Breakfast

9am Shoebox
Assembly

7pm Choir

10:15am Sunday School

5pm LOGOS

11:00am Coffee & Conversation

6:15pm

11

12

13

6pm Bell Choir

Set up for
Shoebox

7pm Book Study

Assembly

14

15

8:45am Bell Choir

16

17

6am Men’s
Breakfast

11am

24

10:00am Worship

10:30am

10:15am Sunday School

A.S.A.P.

6pm Bell Choir

7pm Choir

6:30pm Operating
Council Meeting

20

21

22

23

NO LOGOS

Church office
closed

Church office
closed

29

30

Game Day

11:00am Coffee & Conversation
Fair Trade Sales
Blood Pressure Screening
Noon Packer Party

18 Heritage Sunday and
160th Anniversary
Celebration
8:45am Choir Rehearsal

19

10:00am Worship

NO BELL CHOIR

10:15am Sunday School
11:00am All Church Potluck
11:30am Plymouth Praise
11:30am God’s Gals

25

26

27

28

8:45am Plymouth Praise
10:00am Worship

5pm LOGOS

NO SUNDAY SCHOOL
11:00am Coffee & Conversation

6pm Bell Choir
7pm Book Study

6am Men’s
Breakfast

PLYMOUTH
CONCREGATIONAL
UNITED CHURCH
OF CHRIST
124 W.
WASHINGTON
STREET
BURLINGTON, WI
53105-1478
262-763-6890
262-763-6802 FAX
ADDRESS SERVICE
REQUESTED
DATED MATERIAL
PLEASE DO NOT
DELAY
NOVEMBER 2018
EPISTLE
We hope you like our monthly
newsletter. It is such a great
communicator of happenings at our
church. However, if you no longer
wish to be on our mailing list, please
notify us by either mail,
telephone
(262-763-6890)
or
email office@plymouthucc.church

LOOKING AHEAD...
December 1 at 9:00am
Hanging of the Greens
December 16 at 10:00a.m.
Choir Christmas Cantata
December 23 at 10:00am
Children’s Christmas Pageant
December 24 – Christmas Eve Worship Services
Family Worship at 4:00pm
Traditional Candlelight Service at 8:00pm

