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The Plymouth Epistle

A Newsletter for the Members & Friends of Plymouth Congregational UCC, Burlington, WI
WORDS FROM WANG – “And What Part of ‘All’ Do You Not Understand?”
Most of you know, now that we have declared ourselves to be an Open
and Affirming church (ONA), I signed us up to participate in this year’s Walworth
Country Pride Fair which took place on August 18th. Gathering together in Veteran’s
Park in Elkhorn, some 35 (including 4 U.C.C. churches) participants assembled under
their respective canopies where they set out their literature, wares, crafts, or edibles
and settled in to enjoy conversation and hospitality with those who chose to attend.
From local banks to churches, social services to vendors, and even a few political
candidates, all were peacefully gathered with one common agenda. Namely, to
witness to our community that all people are celebrated for who they are regardless
of their sexual orientation and should thus be treated with fairness, dignity, and
respect. It was that simple.
Without the fear of being judged or criticized, all present could truly live out
the underlying human calling to simply be and be present for one another. Yes, for
just a few hours, those most often abused, excluded, judged, or discriminated against
in our society could actually be free and genuinely affirmed (yes even loved) for who
they are. I for one felt blessed to be among those gathered to share and celebrate
life.
I wish I could say things went without a glitch that day. Like one might
expect, some extremists decided to show up and use the event as a platform for
dishing out some hateful acts and words. A small group of fundamentalist Christians
felt compelled to stand on the corner near the entrance to the event holding their
judgmental signs; “Someday we will all stand before God.” Their quiet, but offensive,
acts of condemnation would have been bad enough but then they pulled out their
bullhorn and started spewing out their fundamentalist/out of context scripture verses
- “homosexuality is an abomination” and hateful remarks “Gays will burn in Hell”
nonsense. They were fast becoming more than just a nuisance when the local police
showed up and, with minimal resistance, convinced them to finally leave.
That, however, didn’t stop them from infiltrating the event in an attempt to
distribute their literature, testimonials, and conservative religious propaganda. In the
end, what I found most inspiring was that, despite the rude interruption, not much
changed. There was still a high level of excitement and joy as those present continued to do what they came out to do that day. We could certainly say that all felt
they were among friends and supporters and yes, even blessed by God. Do I need
to say more?
This is yet another reason for Plymouth Church to do our part in professing
an “all are welcome” creed as we live out Jesus’ command to love others as God has
loved us. And as I saw on a church sign recently, “and what part of ‘all’ do you not
understand?”
See ya’ in church. Pastor Bob
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Worship Opportunities for September
September 2 – 15th Sunday After Pentecost
Scripture: James 1:17-27
Sermon Theme: “Mr. Do Bee Advise”
Note: The Sacrament of Holy Communion will be
served
September 9 – 16th Sunday after Pentecost
Scripture: Mark 7:24-37
Sermon Theme: “Finding Our Voice”
September 16 – 17th Sunday After Pentecost
Scripture: Mark 8:27-38
Sermon Theme: “There is No ‘I’ in Disciple”

September 23 – 18th Sunday After Pentecost
Scripture: Mark 9:30-37
Sermon Theme: “Servitude: Not Just A Suggestion”
September 30 – 19th Sunday After Pentecost
Scripture: Esther 7:1-6, 9:20-22, Mark 9:38-50
Sermon Theme: “On Measuring Compassion”
October 7 – 20th Sunday After Pentecost
Scripture: Mark 10:2-16
Sermon Theme: “Jesus and the D-Word”
Note: The Sacrament of Holy Communion will be
served

Packers and Pizza Party– September 16 @ Noon
The tradition continues for Packers backers here at Plymouth. We come for
church and stay for the game; broadcast on our ten-foot screen. So, invite
some friends, bring the kids, enjoy some pizza, and cheer on the Pack as they
take on the Vikings (maybe a couple Vikings fans will be brave enough to stick
around too).
The plan is to order pizza based on how many show up and determine an
amount for every attendee to kick in. If you want to bring a side or dessert
for the occasion that would be greatly appreciated. We will provide an
assortment of sodas to share. Join the fun and let’s get pumped. Go Pack!

Plymouth Praise Begins – September 30th (Sunday Worship)
We were so blessed with volunteer music during worship this summer, including
some wonderful blends of singers and song. Thanks to all who shared. Even
though it doesn’t really feel like we took the summer off its time to gear up for
another season of worship music; choir, bells, and band.
Our Plymouth Praise Band prepares and leads worship once a month with more
contemporary songs, typically, on the fourth Sunday of the month. However, with
things unfolding after Labor Day weekend, this month, everything is kicked back a
week. Therefore, our schedule for September looks like this.
Rehearsals: September 23rd (shortly after worship) and 8:45 a.m. on the 30th.
Lead worship: 10:00 a.m. on the 30th.
We are always open to new folk joining in. No experience necessary; just a heart for music-making and a
willingness to spend a little time in preparation.
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Our Choirs start their season!
The voice choir will have its first practice on Tuesday,
September 4th at 7 pm. The first Sunday that the choir will
be singing for the worship service is Sunday, September 9.
New members are always welcome! Please come join us!
The Bell Choir will begin their season with practice on
Wednesday, September 5th at 6:30. They will play during
worship on Sunday, September 16th. We’d love to have
new ringers! Even if you’ve never played before, but think
its something you might enjoy, come check us out!

It’s hard to believe that summer is coming to an end, and
the kids are gearing up to head back to school! With a new
year of school, also comes a new year of Sunday School and
LOGOS Tracy and I are excited to get our first year
underway as Plymouth’s new Children’s Ministry Directors.
Though these programs wouldn’t be possible without the
help of our amazing volunteers. We have had some long time helpers step
down this year, so we are looking for some new faces to join our team!
Whether you want to hang out with the younger kids in a Sunday school, or
join us on Wednesday’s to help teach, assist, cook, or clean at LOGOS, any
help is much appreciated! Still not sure? Reach out to one of us and we can
chat - it’s not as scary as you think!
- Becky Daniels & Tracy Freitag
Here are pictures from Vacation
Bible School in August…..
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As we approach a celebration in November to recognize the 160 th birthday of our church let’s take
another look back in our history. The attached article (“Plymouth Congregational Church Produces
Leaders”) was printed in the local paper in 1961. Here are just a few comments that I found interesting.
 Plymouth Congregational Church began in 1858, purchased a building in 1859 and was debt free by
the 1880s.
 The first pastor was paid $700 a year part of which was paid in produce.
 Philo Pettibone was the first pastor. I think he is recognized on one of our stained glass windows.
 Our church actively worked to abolish slavery in the Civil War era.
 The women of the church formed a Missionary Group, one of the first of its kind.
 In 1902 the church bought the building on our present site at a cost of $11,377.
 One of our former pastors left the ministry to serve in the US Congress
Pretty interesting and impressive. More to come next month!
Ron Moersfelder
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VOLUNTEERS NEEDED!!

We have another opportunity to volunteer at
Feed My Starving Children on Saturday,
September 22, 9-11am. We will gather at
the church at 8am and carpool to the event
in Libertyville, IL We should be back in
Burlington around noon. All ages from 6
years old (with an adult) are welcome. The
last time our group went to pack meals we
had completed 25 cases which amounts to 5400 meals. Please sign up
at the church office by September 17 since we do need to register everyone. We have 20 spaces to fill. Any questions, give me a call!
Missions Team, Jackie Kastengren 534-3949
Share and Care….
We have several Senior members in our
congregation that might enjoy a visit or
need assistance to a doctor appointment
or the grocery store. If you would like to
be on our list of visitors please contact
the church office. The timing of your visits
will be arranged between you and the recipient depending on their needs. We
look forward to seeing this Outreach in action and thank you for considering
to be a willing volunteer.
A SHOUT OUT to the teens who were confirmed this year….
We have several ways that you can get involved in the
life of your church! You could help with volunteer
opportunities such as ushering, running the AV or
serving fellowship (with a parent). Contact Beth in the
church office and let us know what you are interested
in doing and we’ll get you on the schedule!
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Friday, October 26th
5:30pm at Veteran’s Terrace
Tickets available soon!

Dinner, Music,
Silent Auction
Loud Auction…
And more!

SHARE A BASKET…..
We need baskets full of items that carry a theme for the Silent
Auction at our Fall event "Missions Possible" on Friday, October
26th!
There will be tags on the bulletin board in the parlor with suggested
themes. Please consider taking one or two of the tags and sign your name
on the list so we will know what is coming. I have several lovely baskets
once again so if you just want to gather items (new) and give it to me I'll be
happy to create the basket. If you have an idea of your own that you will be
donating, WONDERFUL! Please list that on the signup sheet as well.
We will be needing at least six larger filled baskets (higher
value) for a raffle this year. Please consider making one of
these. This will all need to be completed by October 21st
at the latest. Any questions, give Jackie a call at 534-3949.
Thanks for sharing!
- Jackie Kastengren & Nikki Burd
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SCHOOL BAGS
With school beginning soon, members of our church and the Mission Team
have been busy sewing really cute fabric school bags for Church World Services.
Fifty school bags will be packed with school supplies and delivered just in time
for children in need to start the school year off right. This mission has become
an annual project for our Mission Team.

RIVERVIEW MANOR LUNCHEON
It was our pleasure to again serve lunch to our friends at Riverview
Manor on Sunday, August 19. This bi-annual event for the Mission
Team is something we look forward to. To accompany our Taki
theme decorations were brightly colored flower centerpieces,
goodies bags complete with surf board cookies, topped off with
wonderful food prepared by the Mission team members and great
music. Pastor Bob and Charis Mitchell graciously played and sang
Pastor Bob’s famous John Denver tunes. The residents loved the
food and having the gift of music shared with them. Our friends are
already looking forward to our next luncheon scheduled for Sunday,
February 10, 2019.

10 Emergency Care Kits were donated to Church
World Service in August to commemorate the
1 year anniversary of the flooding in Burlington.

SEPTEMBER SHOEBOX COLLECTION ITEMS…
Socks and Bandanas

Plymouth Church 1st Annual Rummage Sale
Saturday, September 8th from 8am till 1pm
Raindate is Saturday, September 15

Tell all your friends!!!
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1 - Paul Edwards
2 - Reid Moen
3 - Juliana Pieters
5 - Steve Sullivan
7 - Joe Iselin
Jess Moen
8 - Ron Patla
Heather Kane-Terhorst
Allison Dukes
9 - Jeff Keller
Chad Kane -Terhorst
Spencer Warner
Crue Freitag

11 - CJ VanSwol
12 - Julie Springer
Eliza Fricke
13 - Tim Burd
14 - Jenn Brenner
17 - Tami Soetenga
Adriana Burd
18 - Kelsey Bonner
Ali Knight
20 - Ellen Gyger

Jeff & Molly Keller - September 6
Scott & Peggy Behnke – September 11
Dave & Pat Brown – September 12
Gary & Pam Peterson – September 13
Ron & Carol Berndt - September 16

Game Day
Saturday, September 15th
11am—5pm
Bring a game to play or
just come to learn
something new!

21 - Kim Kerkhoff
Kelly Iselin
22 - Toni Kranich
24 - Aveah Daniels
25 - Marissa Escobar
26 - Christine Schultz
27 - Jill Rehberg
Rod Benstead
Dave Kerkhoff
Chrystal Hameau
30 - Margie Jay
Kathy Kruse

Dave & Deanna Snyder – September 19
Rod & Lori Benstead - September 22
Nick & Anna Rothering – September 27
John & Leslie Wanasek – September 30

God’s Gals
Sunday, Sept 23
Following Worship
Salad Potluck
Bring ideas of a book you have enjoyed to
share with us for a future group discussion.

“Ladies Lunch Bunch”
Noon on September 5 at Town Fryer
(Town Fryer was closed in August, so we will try it this month!)
NEW FORMAT!!!
At the March luncheon, we decided to try rotating restaurants instead of going to the same one every month.
We came up with a list of 6 restaurants to rotate through, and if any one does not particularly work for the
group, we can take it out of the rotation. In this section of the newsletter, you will now find the schedule of
where we will meet in the upcoming months so you can put the information
on your calendar.
September 5 – Town Fryer
October 3– Charcoal Grill

November 7– Lucky Star
December 5 – Kira Asian Bistro
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Fair Trade Coffee Project – Items sold 2nd Sunday of the month
Organic Tamari Roasted Almonds — $5.00 per package
Equal ExchangeTeas — $3.00 per box
Regular Whole Bean and Ground Coffee — $7.00 per bag
Decaf Whole Bean and Ground Coffee — $8.00 per bag
Regular Flavored Coffees — $8.00 per bag
Hazelnut Decaf — $9.00 per bag
Hot Cocoa Mix — $6.00 per can
Equal Exchange Large Chocolate Bars — $2.50 each

We also have Women’s
Bean Project items:
Soup Mixes - $5.50 each
Cookie Mixes - $5.00
Iced Tea Mixes - $3.50
Dip Mixes - $3.75
Chocolate Covered Espresso Beans
- $5.75

Sharing Sunday — 1st Sunday of every month — All items go to Love, Inc.
Love’s food pantry continues to need your help! The following non-perishable food and other items are greatly
needed:
canned fruit, canned vegetables, soup
toothpaste, toothbrushes
mouth wash, shampoo
hair spray, hand soap
tissues, toilet paper
feminine hygiene products
diapers (all sizes)
canned spaghetti
macaroni, cereal
brown sugar, sugar
jelly, peanut butter
mayonnaise, mustard, catsup
laundry detergent
disposable razors
dish soap, deodorant
Monetary contributions are always accepted. Just place your check in the offering plate or mail it to Plymouth Church.

Blood pressure screening -September 9th
Blood pressure screening will take place
In the parlor kitchen following worship.

Plymouth Children’s Center receives funds from grocery stores
Plymouth Children’s Center collects grocery receipts from Richter’s Marketplace. We
receive 1% of the total on the receipts. Richter’s Marketplace receipts require a
Funds for Friends sticker on the back. There is a blue box on the table outside the office door that you can put the receipts in. Thank you for your continued support..

Flowers for Sunday
If you would like to supply flowers for the altar on a Sunday, please sign up for a date on
our new Flower Chart. It is located by the door in the parlor that leads to the nursery
and the church offices. Look ahead to important dates in your life that you would like to
commemorate by providing flowers for our church service. We thank Marty Baker for
the exquisite arrangements she has been providing for the past several months. We have
truly appreciated her gifts of time and talent!!
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September 2
9:30am

September 9
10:00 am

September 16
10:00 am

September 23
10:00 am

September 30
10:00 am

September 2: Bread – Carolyn Schoneck
Toni Kranich, Barbara Freeman, John Gibbon

USHERS

Larry & Ellen Gyger

Scott & Marilee
Hoffman
Ev Price

Joe & Karen Iselin
Tyler Daniels

Glenn & Nicki Stoll
Don Howell

Scott & Peggy
Behnke
Jackie Kastengren

LITURGIST

Ron Moersfelder

Sara Graham

John Gibbon

Jackie Kastengren

Paul Gander

FELLOWSHIP
SERVERS

Gidget Brown
Kathy Pieters

Joel & Sara Graham

Joe & Karen Iselin

Glenn & Nicki Stoll

Dick & Betty Peterson

AV OPERATOR

John Kranich

Dave Snyder

Aaron Jenson

Ron Patla

Aaron Jenson

NURSERY CARE

No nursery

Nikki Burd

Meghan Peterson

Betty Peterson

Stephanie Rediger

Deadline for the October issue of The Plymouth Epistle is
Friday, September 21.
Thanks, Beth

PLYMOUTH UCC STAFF
Rev. Robert E. Wang, Minister - 262-308-4180 (H)
Beth Picazo, Secretary
Stephanie Eveland, Financial Secretary
Becky Daniels & Tracy Freitag, Children’s Ministry
Jeffrey Hughes, Custodian
Marty Baker, Wedding Coordinator
Diane Olson, Organist & Bell Choir Director
Jamie Edwards, Choir Director
Lisa Carnahan, Choir Accompanist
PLYMOUTH CHILDREN’S CENTER
ADMINISTRATIVE STAFF
Sara Trewyn, Program Director
Phyllis Hancock, Assistant Director

REV. ROBERT WANG, MINISTER
OFFICE HOURS
Tuesday-Friday: 9:30 am to 4:30 pm
If possible, please call ahead to
make sure Pastor Bob is available.
PLYMOUTH UCC OFFICE HOURS
Beth: Monday - Thursday, 8:30 am. - 3:30 pm
Fridays, 8:30 am – 2:30 pm
Steph: Monday - Thursday, 8:30 am - 2:30 pm
Church Office: 262-763-6890
Web Site: www.plymouthucc.church
Email: office@plymouthucc.church
Minister Email: pastor@plymouthucc.church
Financial Secretary Email: finance@plymouthucc.church
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Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Note:

Sat

1

The church office will resume its school year hours on Tuesday, September 4.
Beth: Monday-Thursday, 8:30 - 3:30 and Fridays, 8:30 - 2:30
Steph: Monday-Thursday, 8:30 - 2:30

2

3

9:30 Worship

Church Office
Closed

10:30 Coffee &
Conversation

4

5

7pm Choir

Noon Ladies Lunch
Bunch at Town
Fryer

6

7

8

6am

8am-1pm

Men’s Breakfast

Church
Rummage Sale

6:30pm Bell Choir

9

10

8:45 Choir Rehearsal

11

10:00 Worship
10:15 Sunday School

7pm Choir

11:00 Coffee &
Conversation

16

12

13

10:30am A.S.A.P.
6:30pm Operating
Council Meeting

17

18

19

20

begins today!

Noon Packer Party

6:30pm Bells

24

25

11:30 Plymouth Praise

30 Small Change
Collection
8:45 Plymouth Praise
10:00 Worship
10:15 Sunday School
11:00 Coffee &
Conversation

26

10:30am A.S.A.P.

22

27

28
6am

5pm LOGOS

10:00 Worship

11:00 God’s Gals

21

5pm LOGOS

11:00 Coffee &
Conversation

11:00 Coffee &
Conversation

Game Day

Men’s Breakfast
7pm Choir

10:15 Sunday School

10:15 Sunday School

11am

Men’s Breakfast

6am

10:00 Worship

23

15

6am

6:30pm Bells

8:45 Bell Choir

8:45 Choir

14

7pm Choir
6:30pm Bells

Men’s Breakfast

29

PLYMOUTH
CONCREGATIONAL
UNITED CHURCH
OF CHRIST
124 W.
WASHINGTON
STREET
BURLINGTON, WI
53105-1478
262-763-6890
262-763-6802 FAX
ADDRESS SERVICE
REQUESTED
DATE MATERIAL
PLEASE DO NOT
DELAY
SEPTEMBER 2018
EPISTLE

We hope you like our monthly
newsletter. It is such a great
communicator of happenings at our
church. However, if you no longer
wish to be on our mailing list, please
notify us by either mail,
telephone
(262-763-6890)
or email office@plymouthucc.church

