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A Newsletter for the Members & Friends of Plymouth Congregational UCC, Burlington, WI
WORDS FROM WANG – “Baby Steps for Justice”
I had a conversation with a friend, recently who simply could not fathom how I
do my job some days given all that is going on in our world, especially within our own
country. This friend had obviously come to the point of being overwhelmed and thoroughly disgusted with news of yet another act of violence and the seemingly ineffective
leadership in making the necessary changes to improve the state of affairs at every
level. My best short answer to her question was that I’ve become more proactive in
stating the obvious and the necessary, especially from the pulpit. Though I don’t always speak for everyone, I do seek to speak what I feel to be relevant and timely in
addressing faith questions in the midst of difficult times.
I think had I dug in deeper in the conversation with my friend the questions,
“where is God?” and “why doesn’t God do something about it?” would have inevitably
come up in the conversation. Alas, it did not. And then, a couple days later, I read
the following by one of our “God is still speaking” writers, Marchaé Grair: I've never
been very concerned with trying to prove God exists, especially when those suffering hard
times around me want to question God. I don't think a painful moment is the time to convince people God is real—or worse, to explain why God exists and lets horrible things happen
to them.
When people hurt, it's time to exemplify the Divine by showing how powerful Divine
love can be. Sometimes, our intercession doesn't need a complicated religious label or explanation. It doesn't even need to be presented as faith. It just needs to be a hug, a listening
ear, or a reminder that there is good in the world. We don't always need to remind people
God exists. We just need to remind them that love does.
In the wake of yet another school shooting it would be easy to throw our arms
up in despair and say, “I give up.” And by now most of us are tired of hearing the
“thoughts and prayers” camp answers to more tragedies. As people of faith we believe that God is real and can provide us the inspiration and where-with-all to bring
change for the better. But it takes a discerning ear, a watchful eye, and a sympathetic
heart to be the compassionate and the courageous change makers. And yes, we also
believe that there is still good in the world and the God who sends us commands us
to persevere and prevail in exercising goodness in making things better; one baby step
at a time.
And as I always say this time of year; enjoy taking your summer vacations but
don’t take a vacation from God.
See ya’ in church. Pastor Bob
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PLYMOUTH PRAISE – Special Music
A word of gratitude for the voices and musical talent that
assist in leading worship monthly throughout the program year.
As we head into summer with different musical offerings being
scheduled each week our hope is to convene our praise team for a
Sunday or two. At the present moment we are not yet set on
which Sundays those will be so stay tuned; pun intended.
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WORSHIP OPPORTUNITIES

June 3 – 2nd Sunday after Pentecost
Scripture: Luke 2:23-3:6
Sermon Theme: “Not Ours to Keep but to Share”
Note: The Sacrament of Holy Communion will be served
rd

June 10 – 3 Sunday After Pentecost
Scripture: Mark 3:20-35
Sermon Theme: “Was Jesus Out of His Mind?”
June 17 – 4th Sunday After Pentecost
Scripture: Mark 4:26-34
Sermon Theme: “Seeds of Hope”

June 24 – 5th Sunday After Pentecost
Scripture: Mark 4:35-41
Sermon Theme: “What Are We Afraid Of?”
July 1 – 6th Sunday After Pentecost
Scripture: Mark 5:21-43
Sermon Theme: “Taking Matters Into Our
Own Hands”
Note: The Sacrament of Holy
Communion will be served

Summer Worship at 9:30am - begins June 10
Summer office hours begin June 4
Monday-Thursday 8:30-2:00
(Beth is only in till 12:30)
Office closed on Fridays
CONFIRMATION CORNER – It’s A Rap
Another exciting year of confirmation culminated on May 20 as ten teens made their
commitment to God and the church. All who were in attendance that day were
inspired by the words and emotions of the service. One thing Pastor Bob forgot to
mention (and is still kicking himself over) is the fact that the confirmation certificates each
youth received were filled out and completed in the beautiful handwriting of our beloved
Margaret Mihalyi. You are reading correctly. In good Margaret fashion (with a little
guidance by Beth P.) she handled
her usual duties as “church
calligrapher” well in advance and
completed the task before her
sudden passing on May 10th. In this
and so many ways, Margaret has
certainly left her mark.
Top row: Wyatt, Andrew, Chloe, Justus, Sedona, Pastor Bob
Bottom row: Leah, Marissa P, Marissa E, Ethan, Isabel
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High School Graduates
Halie Behnke graduates from Burlington High School
and will attend UW-Milwaukee in the fall, majoring in
Communications.
Samantha Brenner graduates from Waterford High
School and will attend UW-Milwaukee in the fall, studying to
become an American Sign Language interpreter.
Breck Keller graduates from Lake Forest Academy and will
attend Colorado College in Colorado Springs in the fall.
Dylan Morrow graduates from Burlington High School and will be looking to get a job in
Heating & Cooling or as an Electrician.
Devon Wanasek will be graduating from Burlington High School and then attending
UW-Madison.
College Graduates
Adriana Burd graduates from UW-Eau Claire with a degree in Kinesiology. She will be
moving to Fort Lauderdale, Florida to begin Physical Therapy School at Nova Southeastern
University
Sara Wanasek will graduate from the University of Cincinnati after she completes a
study abroad program this summer where she will spend 3 weeks in France and 3 weeks
in Slovenia.

SAVE THE DATE!!
FRIDAY, OCTOBER 26th
More info coming soon...
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2018 Confirmation Class
Justus Brenner, son of Jennifer and Bradley Brenner, is 14 years old and an 8 th grader at Karcher Middle
School. He is a 3-sport athlete who really likes to talk.
“It was indeed a joy working with Justus Brenner this year. He was energetic and very attentive during
our time together. It was my goal to provide an interaction with an adult from his church that could
personalize his religious education. We shared our personal experiences and always tried to have fun also.
He made a difference in my life and I hope I did in his.”
-Steven Picazo
Marissa Escobar, daughter of Tasha and Otillio Escobar, is 14 years old and an 8 th grader at Karcher
Middle School. One of her favorite things to do is play soccer as she plays every day after school. She
considers herself nice, helpful, funny and weird. She likes to help her mom do things like re-do her room.
She has 1 brother and 2 sisters and she likes to sleep, a lot.
“I really enjoyed getting to know and mentor Marissa this year. This being my first time mentoring, I think
we learned a lot from each other. Marissa has a kind, fun-loving heart as well as a strong understanding of
her faith. Her journey will be fun to follow. “
-Stephanie Rediger
Leah Henning, daughter of Nicole and Lee Henning is 14 years old and in 8 th grade at Karcher Middle
School. She plays 2 sports, softball and volleyball. She enjoys music and plays the trumpet. She considers
herself pretty skilled at drawing. She has a 10 year old brother and her favorite season is fall.
“I was honored to be Leah’s confirmation mentor this year. I have been blessed to know Leah since she
was in pre-school with my daughter. They have continued to be best friends so I would have to say that
she is like having another daughter in many ways. She joined our LOGOS program as a guest and never
left. I have seen her grow into a beautiful and talented young lady. I believe we have given her a wonderful
foundation in her faith that I truly believe she will continue with as she grows up. God Bless you Leah....
love you!”
-Your second mom, Nikki Burd
Isabel Jaimes, daughter of Stephanie Schlotthauer and Israel Arroyo, is 13 years old and an 8 th grader at
Karcher Middle School. She is pretty much your average teenager. She enjoys playing video games, playing
soccer and looking at memes. She also likes being lazy and doesn’t know what she’d do without her friends.
“It was an honor to be Isabel's mentor this year. Getting to know her and share in her faith was very
special. She is a sweet, caring girl who would often share her ideas and opinions as we did our lessons.
I look forward to seeing where her path leads her.” - Stephanie Rediger
Wyatt Keller, son of Molly and Jeff Keller, is 13 years old and an 8th grader at Lake Geneva Middle School.
He likes to play hockey, tennis and all other sports. His favorite part of the Confirmation experience was
getting closer to his classmates.
“I have always said ‘yes’ when asked to be a Confirmation Mentor. The reasons are many-fold: First,
there is no better way to confirm one’s faith, than to share faith with someone else. Every time we
witness to our faith, our faith grows stronger. There’s an old Gospel song that expresses this well. “I love
to tell the Story; ‘tis pleasant to repeat. It seems each time I tell it, more wonderfully sweet.” Secondly, I
have the privilege of getting to know a fine young person and his/her family. I grew to appreciate the
Keller Family through Wyatt. I quickly understood his manners and demeanor by spending time in his
family’s house.”
-Rev. Jim Burd
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Angelina Olson, daughter of Melinda Olson, is 14 years old and an 8 th grader at Riverview Grade School.
Angelina recently went to State for her trombone solo and participated in the “Aladdin Jr.” production at
her school.
“I feel very fortunate to have had the opportunity to spend time mentoring Angelina. Getting to know her
was a privilege as she is a quieter person, and our conversations revealed the depth of her thoughts and
how she takes to heart the lessons she has learned both from her church going and her loving family. In
spite of her age she already demonstrates a heartfelt understanding of the guiding principles brought forth
in the confirmation classes. Our meetings provided an opportunity to share thoughts and discuss
application of the topics presented in the classes. Thank you, Angelina, for choosing me as your mentor!”
-Deanna Snyder
Andrew Picazo, son of Steven and Beth Picazo, is 14 years old and in 8th grade at Karcher Middle School.
He loves basketball and football. He has been a long time Milwaukee Bucks and Boston Celtics fan, and will
be forever. Andrew is in Vocal Jazz at Karcher. He would like to thank Julie Stier for being his mentor and
helping to further his religious education. She is AWESOME!
“Andrew is such an amazing young man. I had the privilege of mentoring Andrew this year and I learned so
much from him. He knows more about the NBA than anyone…and now I know more than I ever thought I
would. I also learned that Andrew is a very kind and loving person. He surprised me many times with his
answers and questions about faith and his journey. Andrew is a person who really gets it. I pray that he
continues thinking the way he does and keeps asking questions throughout his faith journey. Right now it's
like he is shooting up 3 pointers all day long when it comes to his faith. Keep it up Andrew, you are great.”
-Julie Stier
Marissa Post, daughter of Nicole Burd and Al Post, is 14 years old and in 8th grade at Karcher Middle
School. She plays softball for the Burlington Blast and shoots on the Burlington Trap Team. She has an
older brother who is a freshman. She is looking forward to summertime with friends and starting high
school in the fall with all the excitement and challenges to come.
“I was so honored that Marissa Post asked me to be her mentor for Confirmation this year. She is such a
special young woman! Marissa has a firm grasp on who she is and how important her faith and her church
are in her life. She and I shared wonderful conversations about some pretty tough subjects and she always
had very relevant, thoughtful contributions. I have no doubt that her faith journey will not end here and I
feel very blessed to have been able to share this special time with her!”
-Beth Picazo
Chloe Rediger, daughter of Phil and Stephanie Rediger, is in 7 th grade at Karcher Middle School. She is in
track and also plays basketball.
“I was honored to be asked by Chloe to mentor her this year for confirmation. This was my 2 nd time to
mentor with the Rediger family having worked with Sebastien 5 years ago. My how time flies and how
quickly the youth of our congregation grow up to be young ladies and gentlemen! It seems like yesterday
that Chloe was in my LOGOS class and serving as an acolyte. This mentoring experience gave me the opportunity to examine my own faith journey and I hope it provided Chloe with some direction on her own
journey as well. The children of our church are our future and with kids like Chloe the future looks very
bright.”
-Diane Hanson
(Continued on the next page…)
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Sedona Souther, daughter of Tom and Shannon Souther is 13 years old and in 7 th grade at Karcher
Middle School. She is musically involved in Karcher’s Vocal Jazz, choir and orchestra. She also plays
volleyball , runs track and plays for Burlington Blast travel softball league.
“I enjoyed mentoring Sedona this year. I find her to be a very loving and compassionate young lady. I love
that she loves her animals so much and that we have in common. I had Sedona as a 2 nd grader in LOGOS
and feel we have come full circle now that she is being confirmed. She has a lot to offer the world and I
can’t wait to see how far she flies!”
-Stephanie Eveland
Ethan VanSwol, son of Sara Foster and Chad VanSwol, is 13 years old and in 7 th grade at Karcher Middle
School. He enjoys playing sports, especially football and basketball. His favorite team is the Minnesota
Vikings and his favorite player is Stefon Diggs.
“Thank you for the privilege to sponsor you and help guide you on your journey to confirmation. It was a
pleasure to discuss the biblical lessons with you and I admire your thoughtfulness and willingness to
learn. May you be filled with God's Holy Spirit as you fulfill your life's dreams and ambitions.”
-John Kranich

FROM THE STEWARDSHIP TEAM…..
Don’t forget that our fiscal year ends June 30th!
Please try to get your pledge current if you are behind,
or consider giving an additional gift before the end
of the fiscal year. Thank you!!
JUNE 16TH - 11am-5pm
Bring a game to play or come learn a new one!
All ages welcome!
Children must be accompanied by a parent.

MISSION MOMENT
Thank you for your PB&J donations! We collected 43
jars of peanut butter and 32 jars of jelly for LOVE INC.
While you are out shopping this summer, please
remember items for the Christmas shoe boxes.
Items for the month of June: t-shirts (long & short sleeved)
July: flip flops (all sizes)
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HAPPY ANNIVERSARY PLYMOUTH!
Plymouth UCC is 160 years old this year. The church started in 1858. We will officially celebrate this
milestone as part of our Heritage Days celebration in November. In the meantime, let's take a look
back in our history 35 years ago to February 1983. Read the accompanying newspaper article from
1983 when Plymouth was celebrating its 125th Anniversary. You'll notice some familiar names: Jim
Burd who was pastor then along with associate pastor Gary Loethen, John R Wilson, Julie Klaehn, Elly
Schaub, Betty Peterson, Dawn Gander, Cheryl Peterson, Lois Jones, the musical group "Pastyme with
Good Companye". The church service and supper were representative of the customs in 1858. Each
family had its own pew, and if you fell asleep in church, you got tickled under the chin. One final note:
the size of the church in 1983, 35 years ago, was 600 members which at the time made Plymouth the
largest UCC congregation in southeast Wisconsin outside of Milwaukee. Thank you Ann Edwards for
providing this historical information. Watch for more articles in future months... the best is yet to come.
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1 -Leslie Wanasek
2 - Curt Dukes
3 -Wayne Jenson
Peggy Behnke
Shannon Souther
4 - Susie Krumholz
Soren Ellingstad
5 - Pat Johnson
6 - Wyatt Keller
7 - Natalie Lindell
9 - Julie Klaehn
12 - Hannah Kowalczyk
13 - Michelle Clark
Kendall Sullivan
14 - Devon Wanasek
15 - Steve Lider

17 - Kylie Stier
18 - Don Klaehn
20 - Paul Gander
Fenton Harder
Chloe Rediger
22 - Marlene Peacock
Jane Olisar
23 - Jennie King
24 - Marcia Harlfinger
25 - Gibson Souther
26 - Gary Peterson
27 - Julie Stier
28 - Pat VanSwol
29 - Ron Berndt
Abageal Deyo
30 - Chris Warner

John & Toni Kranich – June 1
Nate & Cara Bahr – June 6
Joel & Shelly Befort – June 10
Scott & Tracy Freitag – June 13
Chuck & Sue Alby – June 20
Keith & Sue Krumholz – June 20
Paul & Marilyn Gander – June 21
Dick & Carmen McKinney – June 21
Ron & Kathy Patla – June 21
Don & Jill Albrecht – June 22
Steve & Beth Picazo – June 22
Kim Lunderskov & Nancy Foster –
June 23
Paul & Christine Schultz – June 23
Dick & Joan Shecterle – June 28
Jim & Dana Marty – June 30
Kyle & Tawney DeBoth – June 30

Special congratulations to:

Dick & Carmen McKinney who celebrate their 60th wedding anniversary on June 21
Paul & Marilyn Gander who celebrate their 66th wedding anniversary on June 21
Dick & Joan Shecterle who celebrate their 66th wedding anniversary on June 28

Deadline for the July issue of The Plymouth Epistle is Friday, June 22.
Thanks, Beth
I greatly appreciate the care package that I received with all the treats and goodies
this year I appreciate you thinking of me! I especially enjoyed the card that came
along with the package. It made me laugh!
- Adriana Burd
Thank you so much for the care package! It will definitely be helpful for the next
couple of weeks.
- Eric Behnke
Our condolences go to Mary Skwierawski and her family after the passing of
her father, John Wilson on April 27, 2018...
And with great sadness we share news that Margaret Mihalyi passed away
suddenly on May 10, 2018, her 90th birthday. Margaret had been our
organist for more than 20 years, served as our Choir Director, on the
Music Committee, Historical Committee and contributed to our church in many other ways.
She was truly at the heart of our congregation and will be missed beyond measure. Our deepest
sympathy goes out to her husband Bill, to their children Martha, Bill Jr., Mary, David and their families.
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Fair Trade Coffee Project – Items sold 2nd Sunday of the month
Organic Tamari Roasted Almonds — $5.00 per package
Equal ExchangeTeas — $3.00 per package
Regular Whole Bean and Ground Coffee — $7.00 per bag
Decaf Whole Bean and Ground Coffee — $8.00 per bag
Regular Flavored Coffees — $8.00 per bag
Hazelnut Decaf — $9.00 per bag
Hot Cocoa Mix — $6.00 per can
Equal Exchange Large Chocolate Bars — $2.50 each

We also have Women’s
Bean Project items:
Soup Mixes - $5.50 each
Cookie Mixes - $5.00
Iced Tea Mixes - $3.50
Dip Mixes - $3.75
Chocolate Covered
Espresso Beans - $5.75

Sharing Sunday — 1st Sunday of every month — All items go to Love, Inc.
Love’s food pantry continues to need your help!
The following non-perishable food and other items are greatly needed:
canned fruit, canned vegetables, soup
deoderant
toothpaste, toothbrushes
mouth wash, shampoo
hair spray, hand soap
tissues, toilet paper
feminine hygiene products
diapers (all sizes)
canned spaghetti
macaroni, cereal
brown sugar, sugar
jelly, peanut butter
mayonnaise, mustard, catsup
laundry detergent
disposable razors
dish soap
Monetary contributions are always accepted. Just place your check in the offering plate or mail it to Plymouth Church.

Blood pressure screening -June 10th
Blood pressure screening will take
place In the Fireside Room
following worship.

Plymouth Children’s Center
receives funds from grocery
stores...
Plymouth Children’s Center
collects grocery receipts from
Richter’s Marketplace. We
receive 1% of the total on the receipts. Richter’s
Marketplace receipts require a Funds for Friends
sticker on the back. There is a blue box on the
table outside their office door that you can put the
receipts in. Thank you for your continued support.

Flowers for Sunday
If you would like to
supply flowers for the
altar on a Sunday,
please sign up for a
date on our Flower
Chart. It is located by the door
in the parlor that leads to the
nursery and the church offices.
Look ahead to important dates
in your life that you would like
to commemorate by providing
flowers for our church service.
We thank Marty Baker for the
exquisite arrangements she has
been providing for the past
several months. We have truly
appreciated her gifts of time
and talent!!
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June 3

June 10

June 17

June 24

10:00 am

9:30 am

9:30 am

9:30 am

June 3: Bread – Carolyn Schoneck
Toni Kranich, Jim & Elaine Burd

USHERS

Larry & Ellen Gyger
Jim Burd

Scott Hoffman
Tamra Fricke

Joe & Karen Iselin

Glenn & Nicki Stoll

LITURGIST

Paul Schultz

Don Howell

Jackie Kastengren

Paul Gander

FELLOWSHIP
SERVERS

Gidget Brown
Kathy Pieters

Paul & Marilyn Gander

Joe & Karen Iselin

Ron & Pam Moersfelder

AV OPERATOR

John Kranich

Dave Snyder

Ron Patla

Aaron Jenson

“Ladies Lunch Bunch”
Wednesday, June 6th
Noon at Napoli’s
NEW FORMAT!!!
At the March luncheon, we decided to try rotating restaurants instead of going to the same one every month.
We came up with a list of 6 restaurants to rotate through, and if any one does not particularly work for the
group, we can take it out of the rotation. In this section of the newsletter, you will now find the schedule of
where we will meet in the upcoming months so you can put the information on your calendar.
June 6 – Napoli’s
September 5 – Pine St. Café
July 4 – Holiday (NO Lunch Bunch)
October 3– Charcoal Grill
August 1– Town Fryer
November 7– Lucky Star
December 5 – Kira Asian Bistro
PLYMOUTH UCC STAFF
Rev. Robert E. Wang, Minister - 262-308-4180 (H)
Beth Picazo, Secretary
Stephanie Eveland, Financial Secretary
Nikki Burd, Children’s Ministry Director
Jeffrey Hughes, Custodian
Marty Baker, Wedding Coordinator
Diane Olson, Organist & Bell Choir Director
Jamie Edwards, Choir Director
Lisa Carnahan, Choir Accompanist
PLYMOUTH CHILDREN’S CENTER
ADMINISTRATIVE STAFF
Sara Trewyn, Program Director
Phyllis Hancock, Assistant Director

REV. ROBERT WANG, MINISTER
OFFICE HOURS
Tuesday-Friday: 9:30 am to 4:30 pm
If possible, please call ahead to
make sure Pastor Bob is available.
PLYMOUTH UCC SUMMER OFFICE HOURS
Beth: Monday - Thursday, 8:30 am. - 12:30 pm
Steph: Monday - Thursday, 8:30 am - 2:00 pm
Church Office: 262-763-6890
Web Site: www.plymouthucc.church
Email: office@plymouthucc.church
Minister Email: pastor@plymouthucc.church
Financial Secretary Email: finance@plymouthucc.church
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Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Notes:

1

Pastor Bob will be out of the office June 7-10 for the WI Conference Annual Meeting
and June 25-29 for the Washington Island Forum.

6am Men’s
Breakfast

Sat

2

Beth will be out of the office the week of June 18.

3

4

8:45am Choir Rehearsal
10:00am Worship
11:00am Coffee & Conversation

Summer office
hours begin
Beth:
8:30-12:30
Steph:
8:30-2:00

10

11

5

18

7

Noon
Ladies Lunch
Bunch at Napolis

12

9:30am Worship – Summer schedule
begins
10:30am Coffee & Conversation
Fair Trade Sales
Blood Pressure Screening

17

6

19

13

14

6:30pm Operating
Council Meeting

6:30pm
Missions Team
Meeting

20

21

9:30am Worship
10:30am Coffee & Conversation

24
9:30am Worship
10:30am Coffee & Conversation

8

9

6am Men’s
Breakfast

15

16

6am Men’s
Breakfast

11am
Game Day

22

23

6am Men’s
Breakfast

25

26

27

28

29
6am Men’s
Breakfast

30

PLYMOUTH
CONCREGATIONAL
UNITED CHURCH
OF CHRIST
124 W.
WASHINGTON
STREET
BURLINGTON, WI
53105-1478
262-763-6890
262-763-6802 FAX
ADDRESS SERVICE
REQUESTED
DATE MATERIAL
PLEASE DO NOT
DELAY
JUNE 2018
EPISTLE
We hope you like our monthly
newsletter. It is such a great
communicator of happenings at our
church. However, if you no longer
wish to be on our mailing list,
please notify us by either mail,
telephone
(262-763-6890)
or email office@plymouthucc.church

Mark Your Calendar!
Sunday July 22
Worship at Wilson’s Pond & All Church Picnic
Worship at church at 9:30am
Worship at the Pond at 11:30am
with picnic to follow
Bring: A Dish to Pass, Lawn Chairs,
Bathing Suits and/or
Fishing Equipment
Directions to the pond
will be available at church
or in the office.

