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WORDS FROM WANG
Lent is underway and we at Plymouth have embarked upon a journey that will hopefully realize some sense of transformation and renewal to all who sincerely engage in
the process. Have you ever noticed how many words in the English language begin
with the prefix “Re?” Grab a dictionary and consider the many concepts that involve a
twist, a turn, or something that is not dissimilar to birth; as in “re” birth. One such
term is the all-familiar Lenten word repentance. Mark Trotter helps us to unpack this
often-thought negative concept.

Special points of
interest:
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“Repentance doesn’t mean going through life with your head down, feeling remorseful for being so bad. It means start doing something good. Start practicing what you
believe in.
Repent means start doing the things that you know you should do. If you are alienated from somebody, be reconciled. If you are self-righteous in relation to others,
humble yourself. If you have been uncaring toward the poor, now is the time to get
some moral imagination and put yourself in the plight of another human being. If you
have been calloused about prospects for peace in the world, now is the time for you
to start praying and begin working for those things in your own neighborhood that
make for peace. If you have put your trust in the accumulation of things so that you
are slave to a whole host of masters, now is the time for you to unload some of the
stuff and to put your trust in God. And if you assumed to this point that you are going
to be judged on your ability to avoid evil in this life, this is the time for you to hear
that you are going to be judged on your courage to do the good.
Repentance is not some negative, life-denying gesture. In fact, repentance doesn’t
mean turning to a past way of thinking or doing at all. Repentance means turning to a
new way. Repentance does not mean to change from what we are to what we were. It
means to change from what we are to what we are going to be." (Mark Trotter, You
Haven’t Seen Anything Yet/C.S.S. Publishing, 1990)
Come share with us in the Lenten journey; a journey that involves some serious detours. Easter is no joke this year in spite of falling on April 1. So, always remember,
you can’t get there from here.
See ya’ in church.
Pastor Bob
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Worship Opportunities for March

March 4 – 3rd Sunday in Lent
Scripture: Psalm 19
Sermon Theme: “Of the Lord”
Note: The Sacrament of Holy Communion
will be served.

March 29 – Maundy Thursday
7:00 - Worship (downstairs dining room)
Note: The Sacrament of Holy Communion will
be served

March 11 – 4th Sunday in Lent
Scripture: John 3:14-22
Sermon Theme: “Shedding Some Light on the Issue”

March 30 – Good Friday
7:00 – Joint worship with Burlington UMC
(Plymouth Church to host)

March 18 – 5th Sunday in Lent
Scripture: Jeremiah 31:31-34
Sermon Theme: “The Days Are Surely Coming”

April 1 – Easter Sunday
8:00 – Easter Sunrise Service
10:00 – Easter Worship

March 25 – Palm Sunday
Scripture: Mark 11:1-11
Sermon Theme: “A Royal Welcome”
CONFIRMATION CORNER
Wednesday night sessions in March are the 7th and 21st. Thank you to those
students who have perfect or near-perfect attendance. Just a reminder, missing
more than one session will require some make-up work. Please do your best to
attend regularly. After all, we would miss you!!!
Our Faith Formation Retreat (2 nights) March 2-4, 2018 at Pilgrim Center Camp
in Ripon is upon us. We assume all have completed the online registration
process. Any questions please contact Pastor Bob or Beth. We will leave from
the church at 5pm Friday and stop on the road for dinner. We return Sunday
around 2pm.
A REMINDER: Confirmation students should be meeting monthly with their mentors for regular
discussions using the books provided. To stay on course for the year you should be working this
month on Chapter 21. Please keep on task so you don’t have to play catch-up in the spring.
Looking ahead: On April 4th we will meet at the Daniels Family Funeral Home (after Family Time we
will carpool over. Mentors are included in this meeting.)

PLYMOUTH PRAISE - March 25, 2018 @ 10:00 a.m.
Rehearse on 3.18 (11:30) for Worship on 3.25 (8:45 a.m. call)
Our March Sunday to lead worship is also Palm Sunday, so we look
forward to some great songs reflecting that special theme. As always,
anyone who loves to sing songs a little more progressive or
contemporary is welcome to join us.
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Letters from Haiti….
Dear Jim Burd,
It was a pleasure for me to get your last letter. I am very happy that you are all doing very well. I
too am doing very well. I am not sick and so I can still continue with all of my activities. I have one thing
that is really bothering me. It is really hard to no longer have my father around and his support. It has
been a really tough blow for our entire family. I want to thank you for your support. You continue to
support me in spite of everything. I will always be grateful to you for the rest of my life. All is going very
well at school. I’ll leave you for now. Take good care of yourself and we’ll be in touch. May the savior
guard and bless you.
Roody Robert
My Dear Friend Roody,
It was good to read your recent letter. It seems that you are doing well in school. I am so proud
of you and your efforts. I am currently receiving seed catalogs, which makes me excited about planting my
vegetables. It is too early now to plant as we are still in the midst of winter where I live. The temperature this morning is minus 11 degrees! I can only long for spring. I wish I could come to Haiti to meet
and visit you! My trips to your country are over. I am too old to travel and help with a mission trip. My
wish for you is that you are doing well and that you will have a good year. God bless and keep you.
Your Friend,
Jim
Dear Sponsor Jim Burd,
It is always a pleasure for me to be able to write to you and to know that everything is going very
well for you and your family. School will soon resume. I am already impatient to be back in class and to
meet my new teachers and classes. What a coincidence! My sister has the same first name as your wife.
I hope you will have a lot of vegetables so that you can share with your neighbors and hopefully one day I
will be able to share vegetables with you. Take good care of yourself and your family. I have to leave you
now because I don’t really have any more to say. We’ll be in touch.
All my love,
Philomene Auguste
My Dear Philomene,
Thank you so much for your wonderful letter! I am well and I hope you are the same. I have
begun to receive seed catalogs and garden information, which makes me long for warmer weather so I can
plant my gardens again. But we are in the midst of winter here in Wisconsin. The temperature this
morning is minus 11 degrees! These temperatures do not allow us to go outside for very long at a time.
Our dog, Amber, who has long fur, will not stay out for more than ten minutes! It seems you are doing
well in school. I am very proud of you! Keep up the good work, my young friend. I know you will be a
success because you are already working to be well-educated. God bless and keep you!
Jim
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The Worship Team will be taking orders for flowers
to beautify our sanctuary for Easter Sunday.
Order forms will be in the bulletin on March 4, 11
and 18 or available in the church office.
Orders must be received by Sunday, March 18.
Options will be: Easter Lily, or Rainbow Mum or Rieger Begonia
Plymouth Church will host the
World Day of Prayer

Friday, March 2, 2018

Fellowship will begin at 9:00am.
Worship will begin at 10:00am.
World Day of Prayer is a worldwide ecumenical movement of
Christians of many traditions to come together and observe a common day of prayer

and action. This year’s theme is “All God’s Creation is Very Good” and women from
Suriname have prepared a worship service based on the words from Genesis 1:1-31.
Mona Augustin will be our special guest! All are welcome!!!

One Great Hour of Sharing – March 11th
Through the One Great Hour of Sharing offering, we, as the body
of Christ, have opportunity and power to help those who are living in
despair as refugees. If refugees had the choice to return home, many
would not have a place to return because their home most likely has
been destroyed – either burned, severely damaged, or is still an unsafe
place to live. This year as you consider your gift to the One Great Hour
of Sharing offering, for one moment, think of what it would be like to not
have a place to call home, and then make your very best gift. Let us live
out the call of solidarity with all people, especially those displaced by
disaster, war and famine. Look for special offering envelopes in your
bulletin on March 11th. You may also make a donation by simply writing
a check to Plymouth Church and writing OGHS in the memo line.
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Plymouth member honored on BHS Wall of Inspiration…..
On January 26, 2018 Marilee Hoffman was inducted into
the Burlington High School Wall of Inspiration. This honor
identifies BHS alum that have made noteworthy achievements
and contributions to their chosen field or humanitarian causes
since graduating. One of 4 alum that were honored in January,
Marilee recently retired from Karcher Middle School where
she taught physical education and health. We congratulate
Marilee on this honor and invite you to read the following
synopsis of her achievements as printed in the Burlington
Standard Press….
Marilee transformed the physical education program into a wellness program—teaching
students how to lead healthy, active lives. Besides touching the lives of her many students
in classes (evident by her Kohl Fellowship Award in 2010), she has been an innovative
leader who has made a significant impact on the school district. She has been a Leadership
Team member, a former department head and a BASD Wellness Committee member.
Marilee served more than 10 years as the president of Southeastern Wisconsin Health and
Physical Education Association, a group that focuses on helping to create effective physical
education and health teachers. In the district, her pioneering ideas and desire for physical
education to not just be a class, but a lifestyle, was integral for switching from a traditional
physical education curriculum to a true wellness program. Marilee continues to give back
to the community through several local organizations.
Friends of the Waterford Public Library sponsor:
Marriott’s Lincolnshire Theater day trip
“OKLAHOMA”
Wednesday, May 23, 2018
$89 per person includes roundtrip
transportation in deluxe motor coach,
lunch at Golden Corral in Gurnee and
admission to “OKLAHOMA”.
Contact Jackie Kastengren (534-3949) for reservations by May 2, 2018
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February was a quick month, they seem to fly by faster and faster
don’t they?? We had a LOGOS Sunday this month, unfortunately
it was a snowy morning so we only had a few kids to sing but they
did an amazing job!! We also enjoyed listening to our confirmands
take part in the liturgy during the church service. We look
forward to a wonderful March!!
As you may have already heard from Laura our moderator, I have decided to step
down as the Children’s Ministry Director in May of this year. I have truly enjoyed being
involved with the youth of our church. I have watched them grow into wonderful young
adults as they learn and grow as Children of God. I have enjoyed being apart of LOGOS/
GenOn Ministries for the past 6 years. I will never forget the relationships I have built
with the youth as well as all volunteers in our church to make this program a huge
success!! As my children have grown up through this program, I believe they have also
grown as Christians; which is what we want for the future of our church. I couldn’t be
more proud of them. Now their lives are focused on High School and graduation, so it’s
time for me to focus more on their future. Thank you for trusting me and letting me be
apart of this wonderful multi-generational program that was brought to Plymouth
Church 8 years ago.
Blessings to all!
Nikki Burd
Children’s Ministry Director

God’s Gals Salad Luncheon
Sunday, March 11th
Downstairs in Fellowship Hall
immediately following worship.
All women from Plymouth Church are
invited! Come join us for food and fellowship! Please bring copies
of your favorite recipes to include in a new church cookbook!
If you cannot come on the 11th, you may submit recipes to the
church office.
Mark your calendars now for our next gathering, Sunday, May 20th.
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Thank you to each and everyone who baked a great variety of
cookies. I’m enjoyed each and every one as well as a visit with
the Snyders. - Gladys Bublitz
Thank you so very much for the heart cookies, they not only
looked good, but taste good too! Life is measured by the way we
live, the things we give, and sharing Christian love. You will always
be my special friends at Plymouth Church. - Elly Shaub
Thank you so much for the delicious assortment of valentine cookies. Carolyn Schoneck
delivered them and stayed for a visit, which I also appreciated. Thanks again to my
Plymouth Church family for their support and prayers. - Barbara Freeman
Thank you so much for the wonderful plate of cookies. It was very thoughtful and I
enjoyed them very much.
- Pat VanSwol
Thank you so much for the yummy plate of Valentine treats! This has been a very difficult
year and your gesture was very meaningful to me. It’s so touching to be remembered on
this special day.
- Fondly, Jackie Boutan
Thank you to the Missions Team for the tasty lunch you prepared for us, and the beautiful
set up too. You always make our day. The music was wonderful.
- The residents of Riverview Manor
Thank you is such a small word for the great amount of support you showed me through
my rough time during the flood this summer. I don’t know where we would be today
without it. You helped me rebuild my life and my daughter’s after we lost so much. You
helped us secure a new home and essential things we needed. For that I thank you and I
truly appreciate everything you did for us. Another big change has some into my life—an
opportunity to take a new job after being with Plymouth Children’s Center for 14 years
(and 10 years with Total Child before that). It is time to start a new chapter and see
where it leads. Plymouth Children’s Center and Plymouth Church will always hold a
special place in my heart. Thank you again, from the bottom of my heart.
- Wendy Otis

March Shoebox
Donation Item:
Bar Soap
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1 - Laura Murin
Serena Wanasek
Tyler VanSwol
2 - Brett Peterson
Aaron Burd
3 - AJ Szemborski
5 - Nickolas Befort
Benjamin Graham
7 - Keith Krumholz
Ryon Klein

8 - Jim Burd
Karen Iselin
Kathy Patla
10 - Ken Stier
13 - Eric Harder
14 - John Wanasek
15 - Kathy Pieters
16 - Willow Fiegel

Wally & Gidget Brown – March 10
John & Ellen Krikie – March 12
Tom & Stacie Coleman – March 13

17 - Sedona Souther
22 - Judy Heinz
23 - Hannah Lindell
27 - Dave Brown
Dennis Witte
Kylara Horner
28 - Ben Zusan
29 - Ashley Volling
31 - Wally Brown

Dick & Kathy Pieters – March 14
Ron & Mary Lou Nebinger – March 19
Al & Lois Hahn – March 26

Congratulations to Al and Lois Hahn who celebrate
their 63rd wedding anniversary on March 26th.

We extend our deepest sympathy to….
Elaine and Jim Burd and their family after the passing of
Elaine’s sister Karen Andersen on February 4.
Stephanie Eveland and her family after the passing of her
mother Marilyn on February 7th.
We hold both of these families in our prayers during this difficult time.

Game Day
Saturday, March 17
11am—5pm
Bring your favorite game or
come learn a new one!
All ages welcome!
Children must be accompanied
by a parent.
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Fair Trade Coffee Project – Items sold 2nd Sunday of the month
Organic Tamari Roasted Almonds — $5.00 per package
Equal Exchange Teas - $3.00 per package
Regular Whole Bean and Ground Coffee — $7.00 per bag
Decaf Whole Bean and Ground Coffee — $8.00 per bag
Regular Flavored Coffees — $8.00 per bag
Hazelnut Decaf — $9.00 per bag
Hot Cocoa Mix — $6.00 per can
Equal Exchange Large Chocolate Bars — $2.50 each
Divine Chocolate Bars - $1.50

We also have Women’s
Bean Project items:
Soup Mixes - $5.50 each
Cookie Mixes - $5.00
Iced Tea Mixes - $3.50
Dip Mixes - $3.75
Chocolate Covered
Espresso Beans - $5.75

Sharing Sunday — 1st Sunday of every month — All items go to Love, Inc.
Love’s food pantry continues to need your help! The following non-perishable food and
other items are greatly needed:
canned fruit, canned vegetables, soup
dish soap, deodorant
toothpaste, toothbrushes
mouth wash, shampoo
hair spray, hand soap
tissues, toilet paper
feminine hygiene products
diapers (all sizes)
canned spaghetti
macaroni, cereal
brown sugar, sugar
jelly, peanut butter
mayonnaise, mustard, catsup
laundry detergent
disposable razors
Monetary contributions are always accepted. Just place your check in the offering plate or mail it to Plymouth Church.

Blood pressure screening Blood pressure screening will take place
March 11th in the Fireside Room following
worship.

Plymouth Children’s Center
receives funds from grocery stores
Plymouth Children’s Center collects
grocery receipts from Richter’s Marketplace. We receive 1% of the total on the
receipts. Richter’s Marketplace receipts require a Funds for
Friends sticker on the back.
There is a blue box on the table outside the office door that
you can put the receipts in.
Thank you for your continued support.

Flowers for Sunday
If you would like to
supply flowers for
the altar on a Sunday, please sign up
for a date on our
Flower Chart. It is
located by the door
in the parlor that leads to the nursery
and the church offices. Look ahead to
important dates in your life that you
would like to
commemorate by providing flowers
for our church service.
We thank Marty Baker for the
exquisite arrangements she has
been providing for the past several
months. We have truly appreciated
her gifts of time and talent!!
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March 11

March 4

10:00 am
10:00 am
March 4:
Pam Moersfelder – Bread
Ron Moersfelder, Pat Sandstrom, Paul Gander

March 18

March 25

10:00 am

10:00 am

USHERS

Ron & Pam Moersfelder
Don Howell

Jim Burd
Nikki Burd
Barb Freeman

Glenn & Nicki Stoll
Scott Hoffman

Larry & Ellen Gyger
Ev Price

LITURGIST

Carolyn Schoneck

Paul Schultz

Paul Gander

Pam Moersfelder

FELLOWSHIP
SERVERS

Bob & Janet Wren

Joe & Karen Iselin

Bob & Jackie Kastengren

Ron & Pam Moersfelder

AV OPERATOR

John Kranich

Dave Snyder

Aaron Jenson

Aaron Jenson

NURSERY

Nikki Burd

Meghan Peterson

Joel Graham

Steph Rediger
Becky Daniels

ACOLYTE

Raegan Rediger

Gibson Souther

Elysia Escobar

Caden VanSwol

Ladies Lunch Brunch - Wednesday, March 7th
Charcoal Grill at Noon
Come for fun and pleasant conversation.
Order from the menu and pay for your own lunch.
If you need a ride, call the church office at 763-6890.

Deadline for the April issue of The Plymouth Epistle is :
Monday, March 19. Thanks, Beth
PLYMOUTH UCC STAFF
Rev. Robert E. Wang, Minister 262-308-4180 (H)
Beth Picazo, Secretary
Stephanie Eveland, Financial Secretary
Nikki Burd, Children’s Ministry Director
Jeffrey Hughes, Custodian
Marty Baker, Wedding Coordinator
Diane Olson, Organist/Bell Choir Director
Jamie Edwards, Choir Director
Lisa Carnahan, Choir Accompanist
PLYMOUTH CHILDREN’S CENTER
ADMINISTRATIVE STAFF
Sara Trewyn, Program Director
Phyllis Hancock, Assistant Director

REV. ROBERT WANG, MINISTER OFFICE HOURS
Tuesday-Friday: 9:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
If possible, please call ahead to make sure
Pastor Bob is available
PLYMOUTH UCC OFFICE HOURS
Beth: Monday – Thursday, 8:30 a.m. – 3:30 p.m.
Fridays, 8:30 a.m. – 2:30 p.m.
Steph: Monday – Thursday, 8:30 a.m. – 2:30 p.m.
Church Office: 262-763-6890
Web Site: www.plymouthucc.church
Email: office@plymouthucc.church
Minister Email: pastor@plymouthucc.church
Financial Secretary Email: finance@plymouthucc.church
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Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Notes:
BASD Spring Break is March 26-30

Thu

1

Fri

2

Sat

3

6am Men’s
Breakfast

The Church office will be closed on
Good Friday, March 30

9:00am
World Day of
Prayer at
Plymouth

4

5

6

8:45am Choir Rehearsal

7

8

Noon – Ladies Lunch
Bunch

10:00am Worship
7pm Choir

10:15am Sunday School

10

6am Men’s
Breakfast
6:30pm

5pm LOGOS

11:00am Coffee & Conversation

9

Missions Team
Meeting

6:30pm Bell Choir

11

12

13

8:45am Bell Choir Rehearsal

10:30am

10:00am Worship

A.S.A.P.

10:15am Sunday School

14

15

6:30pm Operating
Council Meeting

16

17

6am Men’s
Breakfast

11am

7pm Choir

11:00am Coffee & Conversation

12pm
6:30pm Bell Choir

Fair Trade Sales

Game Day

OC Retreat

Blood Pressure Screening
Bake Sale
God’s Gals Luncheon

18

19

20

21

22

8:45am Choir Rehearsal

24

6am Men’s
Breakfast

5pm LOGOS

10:00am Worship

23

7pm Choir

10:15am Sunday School

6:30pm Bell Choir

11:00am Coffee & Conversation
11:30am Plymouth Praise

25 Palm Sunday
8:45am Plymouth Praise
10:00am Worship
NO Sunday School
11:00am Coffee & Conversation

26

27

28

29

10:30am
A.S.A.P.

30
6am Men’s
Breakfast

NO LOGOS
7pm Maundy

7pm Choir

6:30pm Bell Choir

Thursday
Service

7pm Good
Friday Service
At Plymouth
CHURCH
OFFICE
CLOSED

31

PLYMOUTH
CONCREGATIONAL
UNITED CHURCH
OF CHRIST
124 W.
WASHINGTON
STREET
BURLINGTON, WI
53105-1478
262-763-6890
262-763-6802 FAX
ADDRESS SERVICE
REQUESTED
DATED MATERIAL
PLEASE DO NOT
DELAY
MARCH 2018
We hope you like our monthly
newsletter. It is such a great
communicator of happenings at our
church. However, if you no longer
wish to be on our mailing list, please
notify us by either mail,
telephone
(262-763-6890)
or
email office@plymouthucc.church

April 1 - Easter - Ushers for 10:00am service
April 1 - Is anyone interested in trying to “resurrect” the
Easter Breakfast between the 2 services?
Please contact Beth in the office if you are interested.

