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WORDS FROM WANG – “Coming Up Short”
As an avid woodworker and do-it-yourselfer, my dad loved the line, “I’ve cut that
board three times and it’s still too short.” Well, now you know where I get it; I learned
my basic woodworking skills from my dad, and I inherited his sense of humor.
Just the other day, as I was working on a project in my wood shop, I literally made
one of those silly errors which resulted in instant panic. When delving into most
projects, I typically measure (measure twice, cut once) and make a simple sketch
before I cut. But somehow, I managed to come up short by ten inches. Of course,
I realized my mistake but it was too late!!
Looking back, (I’m proud to say without any choice words) I discovered that for
some reason I had written down 61 inches in my sketch when it should have been 71
inches. Fortunately, the project was in the “rough construction” phase and I was able
to adapt and make a few adjustments and still accomplish was I set out to do. Never
the less, I was a bit regretful later and angry at myself for the stupid mental error.

World Day of
Prayer hosted by
Plymouth Church!

It was funny, because when I later shared with Judy my frustration at my own ineptness, she immediately reacted saying, “I’m glad you shared your mistake with me. Now I
don’t feel so bad that I made a mistake in my knitting project.” Her mistake was obvious,
though she couldn’t identify what she did nor where she went wrong. Fortunate for
her, the knitting project was not at the point of no return, and she was able to give it
to the woman at her church (who is acting as her knitting coach) to reconcile and fix.
So, on both counts, the outcome was favorable, and all was not lost.

Cookie Project
Ash Wednesday
February 14

On February 14 (yes, Ash Wednesday falls on Valentine’s Day), we will begin our
2018 Lenten journey; the annual season for reflecting on our human ineptness; making
mistakes, and how we come up short. And then the importance of making amends,
atoning for our sins, adapting and adjusting. In short, Lent is all about identifying,
reconciling, and fixing our screw-ups.
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As a faith community, we enter this season with the important reminder that there is
nothing that we can do, however, to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus.
So, when and where we fall short, when we acknowledge our failures, and when we
have a genuine desire for reconciliation and renewal, we can be assured that all things
are possible through Christ who strengthens us; that grace will abound.

As Judy and I learned, it is also important to know that we are not alone in our failings
and our normal struggles; and that it’s perfectly acceptable to openly share our human
limitations with those who understand and care. Please plan on joining your friends at
Volunteers needed 7
church as we engage in all the rituals and practices of this important season. For
February
10 Easter cannot come without going through the wilderness, the temptations, the cross,
Calendars
& 11 nor the grave.
See ya’ in church. Pastor Bob
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Worship Opportunities for February
February 4 – 5th Sunday After Epiphany
Scripture: Mark 1:29-39
Sermon Theme: “There’s Plenty of Jesus to Go Around”
Note: The Sacrament of Holy Communion will be
served
February 11 – 6th Sunday After Epiphany
Scripture: Leviticus 19:33-37, Galatians 3:26-29
Sermon Theme: “It’s What’s Under Our Skin That
Matters”
February 14 – Ash Wednesday
Soup @ 6:00
Service @ 7:00

February 18 – 1st Sunday in Lent
Scripture: Psalm 25:1-10
Sermon Theme: “For Goodness’ Sake”
February 25 – 2nd Sunday in Lent
Scripture: Mark 9:2-9
Sermon Theme: “ In The Clouds”
Rev. Jim Burd preaching
March 4 – 3rd Sunday in Lent
Scripture: Psalm 19
Sermon Theme: “Of the Lord”
Note: The Sacrament of Holy Communion
will be served.

CONFIRMATION CORNER
Wednesday night sessions in February are 7, 21, and 28.
A REMINDER: Confirmation students should be meeting monthly
with their mentors for regular discussions using the books provided.
To stay on course for the year you should be working this month on
Chapter 20. Please keep on task so you don’t have to play catch-up in
the spring.
Looking ahead: Faith Formation Retreat (2 nights) March 2-4, 2018
at Pilgrim Center Camp in Ripon. And here’s the scoop…we leave from the church at
5:00pm on Friday, will stop on the road for dinner, and then return around 2pm on Sunday.
You should have received registration information in the mail. Make sure you register
by February 1st!

PLYMOUTH PRAISE - February 18, 2018 @ 10:00 a.m.
Note: Rehearse on 2.11 (11:30) for Worship on 2.18 (8:45 a.m.)
Due to Pastor Bob’s travel plans we are swapping our Sundays
(3rd Sunday) so rehearsal will be on the 2nd Sunday after worship.
The season of Lent begins on Praise Band Sunday this month, so we look forward to some
great songs reflecting that theme. As always, anyone who loves to sing songs a little more
progressive or contemporary is welcome to join us.
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VALENTINE’S COOKES FOR SHUT INS…..
Valentine cookies will be needed for Sunday, Feb 4th when
we plan to make cookie plates for our shut ins. Also, if you
know of someone that needs a "pick me up"
and some love please give Beth (in the office)
the name and address. If you can't be there
on the 4th please leave the cookies in the
upstairs kitchen labeled for shut ins.
Thank you for helping with this project.

An announcement from our Moderator…
After many years successfully running our Christian
Education (CE) programs and LOGOS, Nikki Burd has let the
Operating Council know that she will be stepping down as
CE Director at the end of this LOGOS year in May. We
wish her all the best in her future endeavors.
So we are now looking for any person(s) interested in
running our CE programs and LOGOS. The position duties
are available from the church office and can be run as either a single individual or as cochairs. If you feel called to help our church in this way, please contact Beth in the church
office by February 28th.
Thank you!
Laura Murin

God’s Gals to create new church cookbook!
We had a nice group of 12 ladies enjoy soup and salad on
January 14th. As we enjoyed conversation, we made 45
Valentines Day placemats for Waterford Senior Living.
They will be a cheery addition to their dining room!
Our next gathering will be on Sunday, March 11th. We will
have a potluck luncheon following worship and everyone
is encouraged to bring copies of some of your favorite
recipes to share in a new church cookbook. If you can’t be there on March 11, please
submit your recipes to Beth. Looking ahead, our May date will change to the 20th as our
normal 2nd Sunday would be Mother’s Day. Pam from Global Hands will join us to tell us
about her shop at the Cathe Center in Burlington.
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We will be having our LOGOS Sunday on February 11th, so
please come and join us for a wonderful service with our
youth.
Here are some pictures from LOGOS games in January.
Blessings!
Nikki Burd, Children’s Ministry Director

Plymouth Congregational UCC
will host the

World Day of Prayer

Friday, March 2, 2018
Fellowship time begins at 9:00am

The Service begins at 10:00

World Day of Prayer is a worldwide ecumenical movement of Christian women of many
traditions who come together to observe a common day of prayer and action each year on the
first Friday in March. This year the women of Suriname have prepared a worship service guided by
the words in Genesis 1:1-31 "All God's Creation Is Very Good!" If you are interested in
participating in the service, please attend the planning meeting on Thurs., Feb. 1 at 9:30 am in
the church parlor. If you would like to help with the Fellowship hour before the service and or
contribute refreshments, please see me after church on Sun. or call me at 262-203-5511.
Your help is greatly appreciated. Please come and join with Christian women and men from
our community and around the world to collectively worship on March 2.
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LIFELINE PROGRAM
As life progresses, we become more aware of the need to safeguard ourselves against possible life-threatening health concerns,
especially if you live alone; we would like to offer help. Having
peace of mind that you can reach immediate medical care, if
necessary, may be something you have been thinking about
looking into. The Mission Team is offering to assist monetarily
or with information about how to get connected with Lifeline
in conjunction with Aurora Health Care.
If you are interested in the Lifeline program and would like assistance from the Mission
Team, please contact Beth at the church office.
OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD
GOAL - 200 BOXES
January and February-toothbrushes
March- Bar Soap
April- sewing kits and tools
May- pocket mirrors, combs, hair supplies like headbands or ponytails
June- t-shirts
July- flip flops
August-school supplies
September-socks and bandanas
October-toys
November-assembly of shoeboxess
Please note that customs no longer allows toothpaste or candy in the boxes as some
countries will not accept them with those items.
BLANKET SUNDAY ON FEBRUARY 18
The Missions Team in connection with Church World Service is sponsoring "Blanket
Sunday" You can sponsor a blanket for as little as a $10 donation. These blankets are
distributed throughout the United States and throughout the world. They are distributed
to those affected by natural disasters including hurricanes Harvey and Irma in 2017, as
well as to those in need of warmth. Please donate between now and February 18. If you
would like to donate one of these blankets as a gift such as for Valentine's Day. cards and
envelopes will be available. Please make your checks out to CWS Blankets or you can go
to cwsblankets.org/donate.
In next month’s newsletter…..
Look for correspondence between Jim Burd and our 2 Haiti students!
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From our Adopt-A-Families…..
I want to say how thankful I am for adopting my
daughter this year. I am extremely grateful and
blessed. You have made this Christmas so
wonderful. Thank you so much and God bless.
Thank you so much for all that you have done for
my family this holiday in such a hard time. I am so grateful for those willing to
help out when people need it most. I know that my boys will love what they
have gotten. You are appreciated and I am forever grateful.
Thank you very much for all the gifts my family has been blessed with. My
daughter will be so happy for her baby doll things and thank you so much for the
household items. I am beyond happy and blessed. God bless!
Thank you so much for the presents. The kids will be so happy to have them.
Peace.
Thank you for your generosity. We have had a rough year with illnesses and
surgeries and had no idea what to do. We so desperately needed new pots and
pans, so thank you for those. Everything is so wonderful, my daughter is
definitely going to love the blanket and my son will really love the Milwaukee
Brewers sweatshirt. You gave us hope when we were so very low on hope.
Thank you again.
Thank you so much for putting a lot of thought into our gifts. This will help so
much and make this Christmas special. My 3 year old is going to get a lot of use
out of the kitchen set. She loves to play pretend and loves all things pink. She
is all girl! My 8 year old is very active and loves soccer. I have no doubt he will
be playing with the goal all winter and long into the summer. He is also creative
and loves to draw new things. Thank you for all the arts and crafts. My 9 year
old also loves art activities and building Legos. He also needed the blanket for
his bed. My family and I are so very thankful. One day I will be able to give to
others the way you have given to us.
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VOLUNTEERS NEEDED!
Ash Wednesday—Feb 14 for 7pm
service we need 1 more usher
Easter— April 1 for Sunrise service we need a liturgist
ALSO...we would like to try to “resurrect” having an Easter breakfast
between the 2 services if there are people interested in coordinating it.
Anyone????
Contact Beth in the church office if you can fill any of these spots!

GAME DAY!!
Saturday, February 17th
11am - 5pm
Bring a game you'd like to play,
but be prepared to play something new!
Check Facebook for last minute
cancellations or changes to the schedule.

Ash Wednesday, February 14th
Soup Supper at 6pm
Service at 7pm
If you have a yummy soup recipe you would like to make for our meal,
please contact Lori Benstead (763-9079) or Gidget Brown (763-7293).
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2 - Sue Nelson
3 - Amanda Gyger
4 - Kifflie Scott
5 - Brett Moen
6 - Trudy Leith
Dave Willick
Bill Wald
7 - Mary Skwierawski
11 - Meghan Peterson
Ellen Graham
13 - Eric Lunderskov
Henry Zusan

The Plymouth Epistle

14 - Bob Sandberg
Emma Iselin
16 - Brad Brenner
19 - Caden VanSwol
23 - Mollie Wang
24 - Donna Schellpfeffer
25 - Diane Hanson
27 - Sue Alby
28 - Chad Peterson
Aimee Bigelow

Ron & Pam Moersfelder
February 2
Glenn & Nicki Stoll
February 13
Terry & Katie Simenson
February 26

Barbara Freeman and her family after the passing of her
husband Lee on January 2, 2018...
and to Marcia Harlfinger and her family after the passing
of her husband Anson (Andy) on January 20, 2018.
Our thoughts and prayers are with these families during
this difficult time.

Congratulations to Aimee Bigelow and Eric Klug
on the birth of their son Easton David Klug. He
was born January 9, 2018. God’s blessing on this
new life!

Any cancellations due to dangerous weather conditions
will be on our voice mail and on WISN Channel 12.
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Fair Trade Coffee Project – Items sold 2nd Sunday of the month
Organic Tamari Roasted Almonds — $5.00 per package
Equal Exchange Teas — $3.00 per package
Regular Whole Bean and Ground Coffee — $7.00 per bag
Decaf Whole Bean and Ground Coffee — $8.00 per bag
Regular Flavored Coffees — $8.00 per bag
Hazelnut Decaf — $9.00 per bag
Hot Cocoa Mix — $6.00 per can
Equal Exchange Large Chocolate Bars — $2.50 each
Divine Chocolate Bars - $1.50

We also have Women’s
Bean Project items:
Soup Mixes - $5.50 each
Cookie Mixes - $5.00
Iced Tea Mixes - $3.50
Dip Mixes - $3.75
Chocolate Covered
Espresso Beans - $5.75

Sharing Sunday — 1st Sunday of every month — All items go to Love, Inc.
Love’s food pantry continues to need your help!
The following non-perishable food and other items are greatly needed:
canned fruit, canned vegetables, soup
toothpaste, toothbrushes
mouth wash, shampoo
hair spray, hand soap
tissues, toilet paper
feminine hygiene products
diapers (all sizes)
canned spaghetti
macaroni, cereal
brown sugar, sugar
jelly, peanut butter
mayonnaise, mustard, catsup
laundry detergent
disposable razors
dish soap, deodorant
Monetary contributions are always accepted.
Just place your check in the offering plate or mail it to Plymouth Church.

Blood pressure screening - February 11th
Blood pressure screening will take place
in the fireside room following worship.

Plymouth Children’s Center
receives funds from grocery
stores: Plymouth Children’s
Center collects grocery receipts from Richter’s. We
receive 1% of the total on the receipts. Richter’s receipts require a Funds for Friends sticker on the back
and can be put in the blue box outside the office
door. Thank you for your continued support.

Flowers for Sunday
If you would like to supply flowers for the altar
on a Sunday, please sign up for a date on our
Flower Chart. It is located by the door in the
parlor that leads to the nursery and the church
offices. Look ahead to important dates in your
life that you would like to commemorate by
providing flowers for our church service. We
thank Marty Baker for the exquisite
arrangements she has been providing for the past several months.
We have truly appreciated her gifts
of time and talent!!
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DEACONS
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February 4

February 11

10:00 am
10:00 am
February 4:
Julie Klaehn – Bread
Steph Eveland, Toni Kranich, Kifflie Scott

February 18

February 25

10:00 am

10:00 am

USHERS

Paul & Christine Schultz
Diane Hanson

Deb Lindell
LOGOS Kids

Joe & Karen Iselin
Tyler Daniels

Scott, Peggy, Halie
Behnke

LITURGIST

Toni Kranich

LOGOS Kids

Sara Graham

Don Howell

FELLOWSHIP
SERVERS

Gidget Brown
Kathy Pieters

Joel & Sara Graham

Ron & Pam
Moersfelder

Potluck luncheon

AV OPERATOR

John Kranich

Dave Snyder

Aaron Jenson

Jamie Edwards

NURSERY

Sara Graham

Steph Rediger

Becky Daniels

Betty Peterson

ACOLYTE

Elysia Escobar

Josh Katzman

Caden VanSwol

Lily Schlotthauer

Deadline for the March issue of The Plymouth Epistle is :
Monday, February 19th Thanks, Beth
“Ladies Lunch Bunch”
Wednesday, February 7th
Noon at Charcoal Grill
Come for fun and pleasant conversation.
Order from the menu and pay for your own lunch.
If you need a ride, call the church office at 763-6890.
PLYMOUTH UCC STAFF
Rev. Robert E. Wang, Minister - 262-857-2237 (H)
Beth Picazo, Secretary
Stephanie Eveland, Financial Secretary
Nikki Burd, Children’s Ministry Director
Jeffrey Hughes, Custodian
Marty Baker, Wedding Coordinator
Diane Olson, Organist & Bell Choir Director
Jamie Edwards, Choir Director
Lisa Carnahan, Choir Accompanist
PLYMOUTH CHILDREN’S CENTER
ADMINISTRATIVE STAFF
Sara Trewyn, Program Director
Phyllis Hancock, Assistant Director

REV. ROBERT WANG, MINISTER
OFFICE HOURS
Tuesday-Friday: 9:30 am to 4:30 pm
If possible, please call ahead to make sure
Pastor Bob is available
PLYMOUTH UCC OFFICE HOURS
Monday - Thursday, 8:30 am. - 3:30 pm
Fridays, 8:30 am - 2:30 pm
Church Office: 262-763-6890
Web Site: www.plymouthucc.church
Email: office@plymouthucc.church
Minister Email: minister@plymouthucc.church
Financial Secretary Email:
finance@plymouthucc.church
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Sun

4

Mon

5

Tue

6

Wed

7

Thu

1

2

9am Planning
meeting for
World Day of
Prayer service

6am Men’s
Breakfast

8

9

Sat

3

10

6am Men’s
Breakfast

Noon Ladies Lunch
Bunch

8:45am Choir Rehearsal
10:00am Worship
10:15am Sunday School
11:00am Coffee & Conversation
11:30am Operating Council Meeting

Fri

7pm Choir
5pm LOGOS
6:30pm Bell Choir

11

12

8:45am Bell Choir Rehearsal
10:00am Worship
10:15am Sunday School
11:00am Coffee & Conversation
Fair Trade Sales
Blood Pressure Screening
11:30am Plymouth Praise

18

13

14

15

16
6am Men’s
Breakfast

Ash Wednesday
10:30am
A.S.A.P.

17
11am
Game Day

6pm Soup Supper
7pm Choir
7pm Ash Wednesday
Service

19

8:45am Plymouth Praise
10:00am Worship
10:15am Sunday School
11:00am Coffee & Conversation

20

21

7pm Choir

5pm LOGOS

22

23

24

6am Men’s
Breakfast

6:30pm Bell Choir

25
8:45am Choir Rehearsal
10:00am Worship
10:15am Sunday School
11:00am All Church Potluck

26

28

Notes:

10:30am
A.S.A.P.

5pm LOGOS

Pastor Bob will be out of the office
February 22 and 23.

7pm Choir

6:30pm Bell Choir

27

Stephanie will be out of the office
February 19-23.

PLYMOUTH
CONCREGATIONAL
UNITED CHURCH
OF CHRIST
124 W.
WASHINGTON
STREET
BURLINGTON, WI
53105-1478
262-763-6890
262-763-6802 FAX
ADDRESS SERVICE
REQUESTED
DATE MATERIAL
PLEASE DO NOT
DELAY
FEBRUARY 2018
EPISTLE

We hope you like our monthly
newsletter. It is such a great
communicator of happenings at our
church. However, if you no longer
wish to be on our mailing list, please
notify us by either mail,
telephone
(262-763-6890)
or
email office@plymouthucc.church

All Church Potluck
Sunday, February 25
Immediately following worship.

Bring a dish to pass
and join us for food and fellowship!

