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A Newsletter for the Members & Friends of Plymouth Congregational UCC, Burlington, WI
WORDS FROM WANG – “The Hands of Time”
“For everything there is a season, and a time for every matter under heaven.”
Familiar words to most of us, Ecclesiastes 3 provides “timeless” inspiration for those
who value the text and timbre of God’s word. “A time to be born and a time to die; a
time to plant and a time to pluck up what’s planted; for indeed, to everything there is a
season.
And the season that is marked during the important time that leads us into the
Christmas season, of course, is Advent. Advent calendars create and hold a necessary
tension as we symbolically prepare the way and make ready for the great holy-day of
Christ-mass. I emphasize the tension here for so many folks these days act like
Thanksgiving is the flipped switch that gives us permission to begin our Christmas
greetings and rituals.
With all due respect, without this tension waiting for the “long expected Jesus”
we completely forget and disregard a tradition and an important component to our
history as a spiritual institution; that when hundreds of years before the time of
Christ’s birth the world longed for, and were sometimes awaiting impatiently, the
fulfillment of the promised One; Christ the Messiah.
Most of us stop reading Ecclesiastes 3 at verse 9. But continuing, speaking of
“time” the author reflects, “I have seen the business that God has given to everyone to be
busy with.” Perhaps, before we get caught up in the hectic pace of holiday prep time
we might consider getting quiet with these words in a time of personal Advent
devotion.
For God “has made everything suitable for its time.” So, consider the possibility
that you may have more time on your hands than you realize. Consider that “God has
put a sense of past and future into (our) minds, yet (we) cannot find out what God has done
from the beginning to the end.”
And you’re going to love the next verse: “I know that there is nothing better for
them than to be happy and enjoy themselves as long as they live; 13moreover, it is God’s gift
that all should eat and drink and take pleasure in all their toil.” Use your imagination as
you consider how you spend your time during these holy seasons (plural); that even in
your toil God wants you to “take pleasure;” in moderation, of course!!
“
God has done this, so that all should stand in awe before him. 15That which is,
already has been; that which is to be, already is; and God seeks out what has gone by.”
Remember the theme song from the made-for-television movie, Brian’s Song?
May this be our prayer as we end another year together as the community of Christ
that we are.
The Hands of Time
If the hands of time were hands that I could hold,
I’d keep them warm and in my hands, they’d not turn cold!
Hand in hand we’d choose the moments that should last,
The lovely moments that should have no future and no past!

On behalf of your Plymouth Church staff and leadership, may the spirit of the
Word Incarnate, bless you and keep you this holiday season and go with you in the
10- hands of time. See ya’ in church.
11
- Pastor Bob
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Worship Opportunities for December
st

December 3 – 1 Sunday of Advent
Scripture: Psalm 80:1-7, 17-19
Sermon Theme: “Restore Us, Oh God”
Note: The Sacrament of Holy Communion
will be served.
December 10 – 2nd Sunday of Advent
Scripture: Isaiah 40:1-11
Sermon Theme: “The Big Reveal”
December 17 – 3rd Sunday of Advent
Choir to present: A Thrill of Hope,
a Christmas musical by Joel Raney

December 24 – 4th Sunday of Advent
10:00am The 2017 Christmas Pageant
(presented by our children’s ministry)
December 24 – Christmas Eve
4:00pm – Candlelight Service
Note: No late service this year.
December 31 – 1st Sunday After Christmas
Scripture: Ecclesiastes 3:1-13
Sermon Theme: “The Hands of Time”
January 7 – 1st Sunday After Epiphany
Scripture: Mark 1:4-11
Sermon Theme: “Christmas According to Mark”
Note: The Sacrament of Holy Communion served.

CONFIRMATION CORNER
Wednesday night sessions in December are the 6th, and 20th
complete with holiday observances and celebrations!! We are
looking forward to assisting with the Christmas Pageant on the
morning of the 24th.
A REMINDER: Confirmation students should be meeting
monthly with their mentors for regular discussions using the
books provided. To stay on course for the year you should be
working this month on Chapter 18. Please keep on task so you
don’t have to play catch up in the spring.
PLYMOUTH PRAISE December 24 @ 10:00 a.m.
Note: Rehearse on 12.10 (11:30) for Worship on 12.24 (a.m.)
With Christmas eve day falling on a Sunday we have the wonderful
opportunity to share in singing some wonderful contemporary songs
of the season. The children’s drama will be featured in this service as
well and we may provide a little back up to their singing as well.
Considering the cantata will be consuming many of us the Sunday prior (17 th), not to mention a certain John Denver concert that evening, any attempt to schedule our usual rehearsal
schedule would be futile. So, here’s the plan; let’s plan on gathering after worship on the
10th to run through songs for the 24th (a.m.). There are several songs we sung last year that
are worthy of repeating, so it will be more of a brush up. ‘Tis the season to be singing!!
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There are still gifts remaining on the Adopt-AFamily Tree!!
If you would like to help with this Mission project you still have time to stop in and take a
look at what’s left.
Gifts need to be brought to church by Sunday,
December 3rd, so feel free to stop in during
the week if you don’t have an opportunity to on Sunday morning.
Monetary contributions are also welcome if you would rather have Betty
and Karen do the shopping for you! Simply put a check in the offering
plate on Sunday or drop it off at the church office and put “Adopt-AFamily” in the memo line.

PACKER PARTY
December 3
at Noon

Green and Gold Pride: Our first Packers
Party of the season (against da’ Bears)
proved to be worthy of our celebrating as
we together cheered toward the first win
since that fateful day when #12 went down.
The chili was awesome (thanks Julie and
Ken) So let’s see if we can keep the tradition
going and witness another “W” as we take
on the Buccaneers. Menu to be announced
soon. Sign up if you’re coming and be
counted.

OPERATION
CHRISTMAS CHILD
Our 168 shoeboxes
are on their way!
We want to thank all
those who contributed items for the
boxes and those who helped us
assemble them on November 11th.
We appreciate your overwhelming
generosity. Small gifts really do touch
the hearts of many children!
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CHRISTMAS FUND OFFERING...
The Christmas Fund for the Veterans of the Cross
and the Emergency Fund has been a tangible
expression of God’s love and light in the world.
One of the four Special Mission Offerings of the
United Church of Christ, the Christmas Fund
provides our denomination an opportunity to
reach out in kindheartedness to those who have
faithfully shepherded our Church and who now
find themselves facing unexpected financial needs.
The theme of the 2017 Christmas Fund Offering is “Shepherding
the Light” and the UCC goal this year is to raise $1.7 million to
help support the ministries of light and love. The recipients of
these gifts have faithfully served the church, and now, in their time
of need, we can be the church to them. We invite and encourage
you to shepherd God’s light and support this year’s appeal. The
Christmas Fund offering will be held on December 24th.
November is over!! I can’t believe where the time goes!?!
The Children’s Ministry is moving along and the kids are doing
amazing things! We had our first LOGOS Sunday on November
4th and the kids did a wonderful job during our service. Our
confirmation class visited the Jewish Temple in Kenosha, served
dinner at Love Inc, and put in a Spaghetti Dinner!! Very proud
of these young people!! Our 5th and 6th graders transported
all the Christmas Shoeboxes to another local church to be sent off to kids all over the
world. Such an amazing church we have here, and our youth are doing great things!!
We are so blessed!! Stay tuned for next month’s exciting news!
Blessings and love!!
Nikki Burd, Children’s Ministry Director
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Plymouth Congregational
United Church of Christ
Presents:

A John Denver Christmas
Featuring Bob Wang and friends.
December 17 @ 6:00 p.m.
124 W. Washington St. Burlington, WI
A Concert celebrating the music of the late John
Denver - 20 years after his death. In addition, this
being the 5th anniversary of the Sandy Hook, Newtown
shooting, we will honor all victims of gun violence
with a brief candlelight vigil.
A Freewill offering will be taken to support the
Newtown Foundation and United Church Camps, Inc.
Light Refreshments included

If you would like to donate a poinsettia to adorn
our sanctuary for the Christmas Eve services,
you may purchase them on your own and bring them to
church between December 15 and 22.
If you would like to give one in memory or in honor of
someone, please provide that information to Beth by
December 21 so she can include it in the bulletin.
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Hanging of the Greens!!
Saturday, December 2 at 9:00am
Come help decorate our beautiful
church for the Advent Season!!

Heritage Sunday 2017
We celebrated Heritage Sunday on November 19th.
Here is a panoramic picture of those in attendance who have
been members of Plymouth Church for 25 years or more.
What a great group!!
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Once again we will host Christmas Dinner
for our community and there are LOTS of
ways you can help!
There is a tri-fold poster board on the
coffee table in the parlor to sign up!
Or you can call the church office and we
can put you on the list!
We need people for set up on December
23 and will need help on Christmas Day
with cooking, putting the deliveries
together, delivering the meals, serving at church and clean up.
See Katie Simenson with any questions!

Because of the busy holidays, we will be
cancelling Game Day for December.
Happy Holidays!
We will resume on January 20th ,
weather willing.

The Plymouth Church Choir presents……

“A Thrill of Hope”

our Choir Cantata on
Sunday, December 17 at 10:00am
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2 - Chuck Alby
3 - Gabe King
Jay Bigelow
4 - Ellen Krikie
Holly Hines
5 -Gloria Powell
Randy Wessinger
6 - Janet Hamric
Anna Rothering

8 - Stephanie Rediger
Kirby Befort
Jack Dukes
10 - Lisa Mushel
Angelina Olson
13 - Judy Yonk
14 - Bob Wren
Terry Simenson
Levi Wilson
17 - Abby Miller
19 - Bernice Zygowicz

21 - Calia Freitag
25 - Nancy Foster
Denise Bigelow
26 - Sara Graham
Nathaniel Graham
27- Mikayla Murin
Breck Keller
29 - Deanna Snyder
Shelly Befort
30 - Ethel Hollencamp
31 - Don Howell

Craig & Tina Wightman – December 3
Tyler & Becky Daniels – December 19
Dick & Betty Peterson – December 20
Fenton & Marge Harder – December 29
Don & LaVonne Howell – December 29
John & Lisa Kastengren – December 31

Louise Schmidt passed away on November 2, 2017 at the
age of 97. She and her husband Fred attended Plymouth Church
for many years. Our sympathy and prayers go out to her family.

Thank you Plymouth Church members for
being my sponsor 30 years ago and giving me
the opportunity to live in this wonderful
country, learn English, become a citizen, work
at a good job, own a home and car and enjoy
time with friends. I am now retired from
Edstrom Industries. My mental health is not
very good and now I will go back to Laos to spend the rest of my days with
family and share what I have with them. Thank you for all the love you have
shared with me.
- Hadsady Sirimanotham
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Fair Trade Coffee Project – Items sold 2nd Sunday of the month
Organic Tamari Roasted Almonds — $5.00 per package
Equal Exchange Teas — $3.00 per package
Regular Whole Bean and Ground Coffee — $7.00 per bag
Decaf Whole Bean and Ground Coffee — $8.00 per bag
Regular Flavored Coffees — $8.00 per bag
Hazelnut Decaf — $9.00 per bag
Hot Cocoa Mix — $6.00 per can
Equal Exchange Large Chocolate Bars — $2.50 each
Divine Chocolate Bars - $1.50

We also have Women’s
Bean Project items:
Soup Mixes - $5.50 each
Cookie Mixes - $5.00
Iced Tea Mixes - $3.50
Dip Mixes - $3.75
Chocolate Covered
Espresso Beans - $5.75

Sharing Sunday — 1st Sunday of every month — All items go to Love, Inc.
Love’s food pantry continues to need your help! The following non-perishable food and other items are
greatly needed:
canned fruit, canned vegetables, soup
toothpaste, toothbrushes
mouth wash, shampoo
hair spray, hand soap
tissues, toilet paper
feminine hygiene products
diapers (all sizes)
canned spaghetti
macaroni, cereal
brown sugar, sugar
jelly, peanut butter
mayonnaise, mustard, catsup
laundry detergent
disposable razors
dish soap, deodorant
Monetary contributions are always accepted. Just place your check in the offering plate or mail it to us.

Blood pressure screening Blood pressure screening will take place December10th in the Fireside
Room following worship.
Plymouth Children’s Center receives funds from grocery stores…
Plymouth Children’s Center collects grocery receipts from Richter’s
Marketplace. We receive 1% of the total on the receipts. Richter’s
Marketplace receipts require a Funds for Friends sticker on the back.
There is a blue box on the table outside the office door that you can put
the receipts in. Thank you for your continued support.
Flowers for Sunday
If you would like to supply flowers for the altar on a Sunday, please sign up for
a date on our new Flower Chart. It is located by the door in the parlor that
leads to the nursery and the church offices. Look ahead to important dates in
your life that you would like to commemorate by providing flowers for our church service.
We thank Marty Baker for the exquisite arrangements she has been providing for the past
several months. We have truly appreciated her gifts of time and talent!!
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December 3

December 10

December 17

December 24

December 31

December 3: Lori Benstead – Bread
Rod Benstead, Barb Freeman, LaVonne Howell

USHERS

Jim Burd
Nikki Burd
Barb Freeman

Steph Eveland
Diane Hanson
John Kranich

Dick & Betty Peterson
Tyler Daniels

Paul & Christine
Schultz
Don Howell

Tim & Kay Burd

LITURGIST

Pam Moersfelder

Steve Picazo

None needed

Jim Burd

Margaret Mihalyi

FELLOWSHIP
SERVERS

Rod & Lori Benstead

Steph Eveland
Diane Hanson

Julie Klaehn
Ev Price

Betty Peterson
Carolyn Schoneck

Bob & Janet Wren

NURSERY
CARE

Steph Rediger

Meghan Peterson

Nikki Burd

Betty Peterson
Steph Rediger

Joel & Sara
Graham

AV OPERATOR

John Kranich

Jamie Edwards

Dave Snyder

John Kranich

John Kranich

ACOLYTE

Raegan Rediger

Lily Schlotthauer

None needed

Josh Katzman

Elysia Escobar

“Ladies Lunch Bunch”
Wednesday, December 6th
Charcoal Grill
Come for fun and pleasant conversation.
Order from the menu and pay for your own lunch.

Deadline for the January issue of The Plymouth Epistle is :
Friday, December 15th . Thanks, Beth
PLYMOUTH UCC STAFF
Rev. Robert Wang- Minister - (262)308-4180 (H)
Beth Picazo, Secretary
Stephanie Eveland, Financial Secretary
Nikki Burd, Children’s Ministry Director
Jeffrey Hughes, Custodian
Marty Baker, Wedding Coordinator
Diane Olson, Organist & Bell Choir Director
Jamie Edwards, Choir Director
Lisa Carnahan, Choir Accompanist
PLYMOUTH CHILDREN’S CENTER
ADMINISTRATIVE STAFF
Sara Trewyn, Program Director
Phyllis Hancock, Assistant Director

PLEASE MAKE NOTE OF NEW WEBSITE
AND EMAIL ADDRESSES!
REV. ROBERT WANG, MINISTER
Tuesday-Friday: 9:30 am to 4:30 pm
If possible, please call ahead to make sure
Pastor Bob is available
PLYMOUTH UCC OFFICE HOURS
Monday - Thursday, 8:30 am. - 3:30 pm
Fridays, 8:30 am - 2:30 pm
Church Office: 262-763-6890
Web Site: www.plymouthucc.church
Email: office@plymouthucc.church
Minister Email: minister@plymouthucc.church
Financial Secretary Email:
finance@plymouthucc.church
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Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1

2

6am Men’s
Breakfast

9am Hanging of
the Greens

6:30pm
Christmas
Parade

3

4

8:45am Choir Rehearsal
10:00am Worship
10:15am Sunday School
11:00am Coffee & Conversation
11:30am Kids program rehearsal
Noon Packer Party

7pm Choir
Rehearsal

10

11

18

8:30am Cantata Rehearsal
10:00am Worship – Cantata
10:15am Sunday School
11:00am Coffee & Conversation
6:00pm Pastor Bob’s John Denver
Christmas Concert

24
8:45am Plymouth Praise
10:00am Worship – Children’s
Program
11:00am Coffee & Conversation
3:00pm Choir Rehearsal
4:00pm Christmas Eve Service

31
10:00am Worship
NO Sunday School
11:00am Coffee & Conversation

6

7

Noon Ladies Lunch
Bunch

8

9

6am Men’s
Breakfast

5pm LOGOS
6:30pm Bell Choir

8:45am Bell Choir Rehearsal
10:00am Worship - Baptism
7pm Choir
10:15am Sunday School
Rehearsal
11:00am Coffee & Conversation
Fair Trade Sales
Blood Pressure Screening
11:30am Plymouth Praise
11:30am Kids program rehearsal

17

5

12
10:30am
A.S.A.P.

13

14

15

16

6am Men’s
Breakfast

9am Cantata
Rehearsal

6:30pm Operating
Council Meeting

NO Game Day

6:30pm Bell Choir

19

20

21

22

23

6am Men’s
Breakfast
7pm Choir
Rehearsal

5pm LOGOS
6:30pm Bell Choir

25
Christmas Dinner

26
NO Choir

27
NO Bell Choir

28

29

30

6am Men’s
Breakfast

Notes:
The Church Office will be closed on
December 25 & 26 and January 1 & 2.
Merry Christmas and Happy New Year from Beth & Steph!

PLYMOUTH
CONCREGATIONAL
UNITED CHURCH
OF CHRIST
124 W.
WASHINGTON
STREET
BURLINGTON, WI
53105-1478
262-763-6890
262-763-6802 FAX
ADDRESS SERVICE
REQUESTED
DATE MATERIAL
PLEASE DO NOT
DELAY
DECENBER 2017
EPISTLE
We hope you like our monthly
newsletter. It is such a great
communicator of happenings at our
church. However, if you no longer
wish to be on our mailing list, please
notify us by either mail,
telephone
(262-763-6890)
or email office@plymouthucc.church.

10:00am Family Service
with Children’s Program
4:00pm Candlelight Service with Choir

