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The Plymouth Epistle

A Newsletter for the Members & Friends of Plymouth Congregational UCC, Burlington, WI
WORDS FROM WANG – “Give Thanks Like You Mean it”
"O God, when I have food, help me to remember the hungry;
When I have work, help me to remember the jobless;
When I have a home, help me to remember those who have no home at all;
When I am without pain, help me to remember those who suffer,
And remembering, help me to destroy my complacency; bestir my compassion,
and be concerned enough to help;
By word and deed, those who cry out for what we take for granted. Amen."
(Samuel F. Pugh)
One of the greatest sins known to humankind is the sin of complacency.
Even the best known “Saints” have found themselves struggling to stay the course in
their faith doings and prayers to a God of grace and glory. Even the best among us
have experienced “bad news fatigue” to the point of “caring less” for the many who
are victims of a society and community that ultimately needs to take responsibility
for lifting them up.
It should go without saying that giving thanks daily be a gesture of our
will and faith. However, a day for giving thanks is still part of a long-standing
tradition that gives us pause to consider the real “heart matters” and the need to
acknowledge a God that still provides despite the constant struggle and need for a
more just world. Lest we fail to fulfill our role as compassionates or by taking anything for granted; help us to destroy our complacency; bestir our compassion, and be concerned enough to help. Give thanks like you mean it! See ya’ in church. Pastor Bob
ONA 2017 - “Living Into Our New Identity”
The question has been called and by an overwhelming majority vote, at a
specially called meeting, Plymouth Church approved the resolution to become an
Open and Affirming Church; a gesture of intentional welcome and hospitality to
people of all gender identities. Our information has now been submitted to the
national UCC coalition for LGBT concerns where we have officially been registered
among other UCC churches nationwide that have become ONA churches. We are
#1474 on the registry of ONA churches which is out of the nearly 5500 memberchurches in the whole United Church of Christ denomination. This is yet another
new beginning for Plymouth Church as we seek to live out our call to work for justice
in an ever-changing world.
As stated during the process leading up to the vote, our task now is to
gradually transition into our new identity by making it known amongst our membership and the community at large. The ONA action team will be meeting to discuss
our strategy for moving forward.
The Alan Murin memorial digital sign will be installed soon on the Washington Street side of the building (near the church office). This piece of equipment will
allow us to project some new images and information like no other signage before.
In addition, our new website will feature articles and graphics to help tell our
story and how we hope to convey our message to the wider community. These are
exciting times for us to “be the church” and to continue our work in responding to the
countless needs and issues facing us in these challenging times.
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Worship Opportunities for November

November 5 – 22nd Sunday after Pentecost
Scripture: Matthew 23:1-12
Sermon Theme: “It’s What’s on the Inside That Counts”
Note: The Sacrament of Holy Communion will be served.
November 12 – 23rd Sunday after Pentecost
Scripture: Matthew 25:1-13
Sermon Theme: “Sustainable Energy”
November 19 – Heritage Sunday
Scripture: Matthew 25:14-30
Sermon Theme: “Crippling Fear”

November 26 –
Thanksgiving Sunday
Scripture: Matthew 25:31-45
Sermon Theme:
“Staring at My Overflowing Plate”
December 3 – 1st Sunday of Advent
Scripture: Psalm 80:1-7, 17-19
Sermon Theme: “Restore Us, Oh God”
Note: The Sacrament of Holy
Communion will be served.

PLYMOUTH PACKER PARTY
November 12 @ Noon
Green and Gold Pride: The 2017 season has been a bit of a
disappointment as of late but we won’t give up the fight because we love our team and simply enjoy the camaraderie watching the games
together. So, why not join us as we cheer on the Pack on this chilly Sunday in November. And it’s ‘Da Bears’ so it should at least be a fun game to watch despite
the division standings. And since it’s probably going to be a chilly day maybe
we’ll have a chili dump for lunch. Sign up if you’re coming and be counted.

Next Packers Party: December 3 @ Noon

Go Pack Go!!!

CONFIRMATION CORNER – Synagogue Visit – November 10 (Friday evening)
Our first field trip is to Beth Hillel Temple on November 10
which is in Kenosha. Rabbi Feingold will meet for some Q and A after
the service; including an up-close viewing of the Torah.
We will Meet/leave from church at 6:15 and caravan there
(Mentors included). As always, we are invited for a meet-n-greet in
their fellowship hall after the service which will include traditional
Jewish treats. We should return to Plymouth by 9:00 p.m.
Wednesday night sessions in November are the 1st, 15th, and 29th.
REMINDER: Confirmation students should be meeting monthly with their mentors for
regular discussions using the books provided. To keep up this month you should be working on Chapter 17 (the series begins with Chapter 16). Please keep on task so you don’t
have to play catch up in the spring.
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OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD:
The shoebox assembly is planned for Saturday,
November 11 at 9:00am in Fellowship Hall.
BUILDING CAMBODIA UPDATE
We have just received news of our sponsored student in Cambodia,
Ly Sokha. Our Mission committee has sent $675.00 to cover a full year scholarship which
includes tuition, school uniforms, books and school supplies at the University of South East
Asia, for the second year. What a BARGAIN!!!
Ly Sokha is a young woman who lives in Bos Kralanh Village, Siem Reap Cambodia with her
family of five. Her parents are supportive of her education and very grateful to our congregation for the scholarship. So many poor Khmer women are illiterate which leaves
them disadvantaged socially and economically, including her mother. Our student will have
the opportunity to grow in poise and confidence, gain an improved sense of self and gain
skills, knowledge and experience that will equip her for a successful life. English
language classes are required for all University students and Ly Sokha's major is English
Education. She is a good learner and presents herself well. She gets along well with other
students. Her record shows that she has an excellent record of class attendance and completes all assignments and homework. She has increased her proficiency in grammar, vocabulary and writing. She has been encouraged to participate in communications and debate groups to strengthen her presentation skills in English. Siem Reap Town is the base for
all foreign visitors/tourists to the historical sites of the Angkor Kingdom. As a result there
are many job opportunities for Khmer people who have good English language skills. Our
student is aiming for that goal thanks to our Scholarship donation.

We are looking for people willing to act as
coordinators for this year’s Christmas Dinner!
If you are interested in helping get this project off the
ground, please contact the church office.
(We have lots of information to share from previous years
and you certainly will not have to start from scratch.)
Please prayerfully consider this opportunity to share
the Christmas Spirit with our community.
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We will be adopting our families from Love, Inc. soon!
Look for the bulletin board in the parlor by Nov 12th. We
hope that you take a slip or two from the tree on the bulletin
board and purchase the gifts. Cash is also welcome and we
will shop for you. WRAPPING PAPER, TAPE AND RIBBON ARE ALSO NEEDED SO PARENTS CAN WRAP
THEIR CHILDREN’S GIFTS!!
If you are interested in helping please do the following:
1) Select a slip or slips from the tree for the gifts you wish to purchase. It is VERY
IMPORTANT that if you select a gift to buy you follow through. When we sort
and box the gifts to take to LOVE we check to see if all are in. If any are missing we then have to scramble to get something – we ask for the same number
of gifts for each child and feel it is VERY important to have all we asked for.
2) Please enclose a gift receipt for clothing gifts in case exchange is needed and SHOP
LOCALLY WHEN POSSIBLE.
3) Gifts for children should NOT be wrapped…but DO wrap family gifts.
4) Bring the item(s) to church by Sunday, December 3rd. MAKE SURE YOU ATTACH
THE SLIP YOU TOOK FROM THE TREE TO THE ITEM(S).
5) If you can’t/don’t wish to shop please consider a gift of money and we will shop for
you.
If you find that you cannot buy the gifts you have selected please contact
Betty Peterson (763-6760) rlpekp@wi.rr.com or Karen Iselin (763-8077)
kmiselin@hotmail.com so we can purchase them. It is VERY important we
have ALL gifts on our lists.
Please prayerfully consider how YOU can help with this important mission!
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You are invited to Our 6th Annual
Heritage Sunday
November 19, 2017 at 10:00 am
On this day we will be honoring those who have
been members of Plymouth Church for 25 years or more
Please plan to join us for this special celebration!

Saturday, November 4th
8:30am—Noon
Please come and help
us do some inside and
outside “sprucing up”.

GAME DAY
November 18, 2017
11am-5pm
WILL MEET IN FELLOWSHIP HALL
Bring a game to play or
come ready to learn a new one!

“Rethinking Veterans Day: An Education Workshop”
November 8 @ 9:30 am - 2:30 pm
On November 8, 2017, Chicago Theological Seminary and Plymouth Congregational
United Church of Christ, Burlington, WI will be hosting “Rethinking Veterans Day: An
Education Workshop” It will be held from 9:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. at Plymouth Church.
Lunch will be provided. Suggested donation: $10
The event will feature Rev. Dr. Zachary Moon, author of “Coming Home: Ministry That
Matters with Veterans and Military Families.” Churches can play a crucial role in supporting our nation’s military veterans and their families. The event will address some of the
challenges and issues facing veterans.
Zachary Moon is a commissioned military chaplain who previously served as a chaplain in
the VA hospital system and with combat veterans in residential treatment for PostTraumatic Stress Disorder. He is a PhD candidate at Iliff School of Theology. He is the
author of Coming Home: Ministry That Matters with Veterans and Military Families.
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October was a great month with our Children's Ministry
program. We ended up having a Bake Sale and we raised
$250.00!! I just wanted to say a BIG thank you to all the
families that baked some delicious treats. We did have
some leftovers, so I dropped them off to Transitional
Living Center (TLC) for the families there to enjoy.
Some confirmation kids and other families went to the
Richardson's Corn Maze in Spring Grove, IL. The
day ended with hot dogs and S'mores by the fire, thanks
to Pastor Bob.
We also had our Butter Braid fundraiser in October to raise money for sponsoring our
Haiti student. We just wanted to say thank you to all that purchased one of these yummy
items from one of our youth. We are beginning to get ideas together for our annual Christmas program soon, so please stay tuned. If there is anyone that would like to help organize
this please feel free to contact me.
Until next month.......
Blessings,
Nikki Burd
Children’s Ministry Director

This is a craft we did in October.
Worship Skills
LOOKING AHEAD...
December 2 @ 9:00am - Hanging of the Greens
December 10 @ 10:00a.m. - Children’s Program
December 17 @ 10:00am – Choir Christmas Cantata
December 24 – Christmas Eve Worship Services
Morning Worship @ 10:00am
Evening Service@ 4:00pm
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A HUGE thank you to all who made this year’s “FALL THAT
JAZZ” such a success!! Very special thanks to: Sue Nelson,
Lisa Mushel, Jamie Edwards, Ellen Gyger, Don Howell,
Jackie Kastengren, Nikki Burd, Diane Hanson and Marty Baker.
I am incredibly grateful and honored to have received the
Plymouth UCC scholarship because of the opportunities it
provides me with this year. I am a sophomore at Saint Louis
University, studying business. This semester some of my courses
include Intro to Marketing, Spanish Literacy and Operations
Management. Along with being on the University’s Swim Team, I
am also in a professional business fraternity, a sorority and the Student Athlete Advisory
Committee. Again, I want to thank you for your generosity in awarding me this scholarship
because you have helped to reduce my financial burden. I feel less stressed knowing that I
don’t have to worry as much about my finances and can fully focus on the career that lies
ahead of me. I cannot thank you enough.
- Olivia Wanasek

We are rehearsing for the Cantata
“A Thrill of Hope”
on Tuesdays from 7:30pm to 8:30pm.
Please come and sing with us.!
A note about December rehearsals:
We will rehearse on Monday Dec 4 and Dec 11
instead of Tuesdays those weeks,
as well as a special rehearsal on Saturday, Dec 16.
The Cantata will be on Sunday,
December 17th.
For more information contact Jamie at:
jamieberdler@gmail.com
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2 - Isaiah Brenner
4 - Gidget Brown
8 - Larry Gyger
11 - Kyle Kowalczyk
13 - Bob Kohout
Al Hahn
15 - Paige Wightman
16 - Jan Kitzrow
Joel Befort
Ethan VanSwol
17 - Steph Eveland
18 - Rollie Witte

19 - Penny Yanke
Nicolas Escobar
20 - Greg Hoffman
Amanda Konkel
23 - Craig Wightman
25 - Dave Snyder
Allen Jones
26 -Ron Nebinger
Dylan Morrow
27 - Alice Peterson
28 - Justin Mushel
Emanuel Bowman

Ken & Julie Stier – November 1
Justin & Lisa Mushel – November 8
Tim & Kay Burd – November 9
Bob & Janet Wren – November 18
Ken & Nancy Vonderohe – November 29

Special blessings to Bob Kohout who celebrates his 93rd birthday on November 13
and to Alice Peterson who celebrates her 90th birthday on November 27.

On Sunday, October 1st
we welcomed the following
people to our Plymouth
Church family…

Jason & Tamra Fricke most notably are brand new parents! They welcomed their daughter Eliza on September 12th and are ready to begin her
journey as a part of the Plymouth family too! Tamra is a music therapist.
She enjoys many kinds of music and participates in a highland dance group.
She also crochets and sews. Jason works as a student advisor/instructor.
He enjoys playing, listening and creating music while playing his guitars. He
also enjoys hiking, watching movies and painting.
Scott & Christine Runkel come to us with a UCC background having met each
other while attending Lakeland University, and most recently were members
of Slinger UCC. They have 4 children, Dylan-16, Abby-14, Emilie-12 and
Gabriel-11. Dylan was also received as a member. Scott is a firefighter for
the city of Racine and Christine is a guidance counselor at St. Joseph’s
Academy in Kenosha. When they are not working, you will find them either
at practice or a sporting event with their children. You name the sport…
football, soccer, baseball, basketball, volleyball and softball….they do it all!
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Fair Trade Coffee Project – Items sold 2nd Sunday of the month
Organic Tamari Roasted Almonds — $5.00 per package
Equal ExchangeTeas - $3.00 per package
Regular Whole Bean and Ground Coffee — $7.00 per bag
Decaf Whole Bean and Ground Coffee — $8.00 per bag
Regular Flavored Coffees — $8.00 per bag
Hazelnut Decaf — $9.00 per bag
Hot Cocoa Mix — $6.00 per can
Equal Exchange Large Chocolate Bars — $2.50 each
Divine Chocolate Bars - $1.50

We also have Women’s
Bean Project items:
Soup Mixes - $5.50 each
Cookie Mixes - $5.00
Iced Tea Mixes - $3.50
Dip Mixes - $3.75
Chocolate Covered
Espresso Beans - $5.75

Sharing Sunday — 1st Sunday of every month — All items go to Love, Inc.
Love’s food pantry continues to need your help!
The following non-perishable food and other items are greatly needed:
canned fruit, canned vegetables, soup
toothpaste, toothbrushes
mouth wash, shampoo
hair spray, hand soap
tissues, toilet paper
feminine hygiene products
diapers (all sizes)
canned spaghetti
macaroni, cereal
brown sugar, sugar
jelly, peanut butter
mayonnaise, mustard, catsup
laundry detergent
disposable razors
dish soap, deodorant
Monetary contributions are always accepted. Just place your check in the offering plate or mail it to Plymouth Church.

Blood pressure screening -November 10th
Blood pressure screening will take place in the Fireside Room
following worship.
Plymouth Children’s Center receives funds from grocery stores
Plymouth Children’s Center collects grocery receipts from Richter’s Marketplace. We receive 1% of the total on the receipts. Richter’s Marketplace
receipts require a Funds for Friends sticker on the back. There is a blue box
on the table outside their office door that you can put the receipts in. Thank you for your
continued support.
Flowers for Sunday
If you would like to supply flowers for the altar on a Sunday, please
sign up for a date on our Flower Chart. It is located by the door in
the parlor that leads to the nursery and the church offices. Look
ahead to important dates in your life that you would like to commemorate by providing
flowers for our church service. We thank Marty Baker for the exquisite arrangements she
has been providing for the past several months. We have truly appreciated her gifts of time
and talent!!
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November 5

November 12

November 19

November 26

November 5: Karen Iselin – Bread
Joe Iselin, Paul Gander, Elaine Burd

USHERS

LOGOS Kids

Larry & Ellen Gyger
Kifflie Scott

Ron & Pam Moersfelder
Scott Hoffman

Glenn & Nicki Stoll
Ev Price

LITURGIST

LOGOS Kids

Don Howell

Paul Gander

Carolyn Schoneck

FELLOWSHIP
SERVERS

LOGOS Kids

Ron & Pam Moersfelder

Keith & Sue Krumholz

Bob & Jackie Kastengren

NURSERY CARE

Betty Peterson

Joel Graham

Steph Rediger

Peggy Behnke
Halie Behnke

AV OPERATOR

John Kranich

Jamie Edwards

Dave Snyder

John Kranich

ACOLYTE

Josh Katzman

Lily Scholtthauer

Elysia Escobar

Gibson Souther

Attention! New venue!
“Ladies Lunch Bunch”
Wednesday, November 1st

Charcoal Grill

Come for fun and pleasant conversation.
Order from the menu and pay for your own lunch.
If you need a ride, call the church office at 763-6890

Deadline for the December issue of The Plymouth Epistle is Friday, November 24.
Thanks, Beth
PLYMOUTH UCC STAFF
Rev. Robert E. Wang, Minister – (262) 308-4180 (H)
Beth Picazo, Secretary
Stephanie Eveland, Financial Secretary
Nikki Burd, Children’s Ministry Director
Jeffrey Hughes, Custodian
Marty Baker, Wedding Coordinator
Diane Olson, Organist & Bell Choir Director
Jamie Edwards, Choir Director
Lisa Carnahan, Choir Accompanist
PLYMOUTH CHILDREN’S CENTER
ADMINISTRATIVE STAFF
Sara Trewyn, Program Director
Phyllis Hancock, Assistant Director

PLEASE MAKE NOTE OF NEW WEBSITE AND
EMAIL ADDRESSES!
REV. ROBERT WANG, MINISTER
Tuesday-Friday: 9:30 am to 4:30 pm
If possible, please call ahead to make sure
Pastor Bob is available
PLYMOUTH UCC OFFICE HOURS
Monday - Thursday, 8:30 am. - 3:30 pm
Fridays, 8:30 am - 2:30 pm
Church Office: 262-763-6890
Web Site: www.plymouthucc.church
Email: office@plymouthucc.church
Minister Email: minister@plymouthucc.church
Financial Secretary Email:
finance@plymouthucc.church
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Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

1

Thu

2

Noon – Ladies Lunch
Bunch at Charcoal Grill

Fri

Sat

3

4

6am Men’s
Breakfast

8:30am
Fall Clean Up
Day

10

11

5pm LOGOS
6:30pm Bell Choir

5

6

8:45am Choir Rehearsal
10:00am Worship-LOGOS Sunday
10:15am Sunday School
11:00am Coffee & Conversation
3pm Colonial Country Dancing

7
7pm Choir

8

9

9:30-2:30
Veterans Workshop

6am Men’s
Breakfast

6:30pm Operating
Council

9am Shoebox
6pm
Assembly
Confirmation
Class to Temple

6:30pm Bell Choir

12

13

8:45am Bell Choir Rehearsal
10:00am Worship
10:15am Sunday School
11:00am Coffee & Conversation
11:00am Fair Trade Sales
11:00am Blood Pressure Screening
Noon Packer Party
3pm Colonial Country Dancing

19 Heritage Sunday

20

8:45am Choir Rehearsal
10:00am Worship
10:15am Sunday School
11:00am Coffee & Conversation
11:30am Plymouth Praise
3pm Colonial Country Dancing

26
8:45am Plymouth Praise
10:00am Worship
NO Sunday School
11:00am Coffee & Conversation

14

15

10:30am
A.S.A.P.

5pm LOGOS

7pm Choir

6:30pm Bell Choir

21

22

7pm Choir

NO LOGOS

16

28
10:30am
A.S.A.P.
7pm Choir

29

18

6am Men’s
Breakfast

11am
Game Day

5pm Spaghetti
Dinner

23
Happy
Thanksgiving!

24
No Men’s
Breakfast
Church office
Closed

NO Bell Choir

27

17

30

25

PLYMOUTH
CONCREGATIONAL
UNITED CHURCH
OF CHRIST
124 W.
WASHINGTON
STREET
BURLINGTON, WI
53105-1478
262-763-6890
262-763-6802 FAX
ADDRESS SERVICE
REQUESTED
DATED MATERIAL
PLEASE DO NOT
DELAY
NOVEMBER 2017
EPISTLE
We hope you like our monthly
newsletter. It is such a great
communicator of happenings at our
church. However, if you no longer
wish to be on our mailing list, please
notify us by either mail,
telephone
(262-763-6890)
or
email office@plymouthucc.church

Experiencing the Holidays
After a Loss…
Sunday November 5th
1:00pm
Schuette Daniels Funeral Home
625 S. Browns Lake Drive
Burlington
Speaker: Chaplain Larry Williams
Time will be available after the
presentation to discuss any specific
concerns individuals may have.
Call the funeral home at 763-3434
if you plan to attend.

